
1st grade Bible

Curriculum Guide
I. Introduction

Bible is the most important subject in our Christian school and is taught everyday.  The materials provide an opportunity to present both Old Testament and New Testament stories.  Stories should flow from the heart, mind and soul of the teacher to the heart, mind and soul of the child.  The curriculum includes Bible stories, hymns, choruses, doctrinal drill, memory verses, prayer time and pledges to the flags.

II. Educational Philosophy

Leading a child to the saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ and then to help him grow in the Lord is the purpose of our Bible curriculum. The theme “God’s Gifts to Me” helps students realize how God gives gifts of the world, families, friends, leaders, salvation, the church and a way to live. It exemplifies Christian standards of that which is true, honest, just, pure, lovely and of good report.  Philippians 4:8

III. Scope and Sequence

God gives me a place to live

Weeks 1-2 
God gives me a family

Weeks 3-7
God gives me leaders


Weeks 8-10
God gives me helpers


Weeks 11-13
God gives me His Word

Weeks 14-16
God gives me His Son


Weeks 17-18
God gives me a way to live

Weeks 19-24
God gives me His church

Weeks 25-30
God gives me gifts and abilities
Weeks 31-36

IV. Time Frame
Bible is taught everyday for thirty minutes 4 days per week with an additional chapel program one day per week. 

V. Instructional Standards

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 1.1.1:
Understand how the Bible fits together as a book and has different types of writings.

Indicators:


1.1.1.1
Identify familiar Bible stories.


1.1.1.2
Recognize the Bible as a sequential story.



1.1.1.3
Recognize that we study the Bible because it is God’s holy Word.

Benchmark 1.1.2:
Understand the remarkable love and works of God on behalf of mankind and mankind’s various responses.

Indicator:


1.1.2.1
Identify that God created and cares for the world.

Benchmark 1.1.3:
Understand that God has a purpose for his people which continues throughout history.

Indicators:

1.1.3.1
Recognize that sin entered the world through Adam and Eve’s disobedience and ushered in hardship, sickness and death.

1.1.3.2
Identify that God chose the family of Abraham to be the ancestors of his chosen people.

1.1.3.3
Describe that God blessed Joseph and used him to save God’s chosen people and many others.

1.1.3.4
Identify Ruth as a Moabite that came to Israel with her mother-in-law, Naomi.

1.1.3.5
Identify that Ruth and Boaz shared a selfless love, and Ruth, a foreigner, became an important member of God’s special people.

1.1.3.6
Identify that God made Naomi’s bitter and empty life sweet and full again.

1.1.3.7
Identify that at God’s direction, Samuel anointed first Saul and later David to be Israel’s first two kings.

1.1.3.8
Describe that Saul did not trust or obey God’s commands and the kingdom was taken from him.

1.1.3.9
Identify that God offered Solomon any gift he desired, and Solomon chose a discerning heart.

1.1.3.10
Identify that God was pleased with Solomon’s request and gave him riches and honor in addition to wisdom.

1.1.3.11
Identify that Solomon built a temple for God in Jerusalem.

1.1.3.12
Recognize that Solomon did not obey God in all things and even worshiped false gods.

1.1.3.13
Recognize that the Israelites continued to disobey God.

1.1.3.14
Recognize that the Israelites disregarded the prophet’s messages.

1.1.3.15
Identify that the Israelites’ disobedience led to their exile and captivity

Benchmark 1.1.4:
Understand God’s promises and his faithfulness to keep them despite man’s unfaithfulness.

Indicators:


1.1.4.1
Identify that God promised a Savior to conquer sin and restore creation.

1.1.4.2
Recognize that God’s promises to Abraham and his descendants were fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

1.1.4.3
Recognize that God preserved the Israelites, delivered them from Egypt, prepared them to worship him, and brought them to the Promised Land.


1.1.4.4
Identify that God took care of the Israelites and kept his promises to them.

1.1.4.5
Identify that God showed mercy to his covenant-breaking people by sending judges to deliver them.

1.1.4.6
Recognize that God kept his promise to the Israelites even through they were unfaithful and
rejected his rule by requesting a king.


1.1.4.7
Recognize that God kept his promises to David.


1.1.4.8
Identify that God was just but also merciful to his chosen people.

Benchmark 1.1.5:
Understand how God worked through the nation of Israel to bless all of mankind.

Indicators:

1.1.5.1
Recognize the cycle of disobedience the Israelites returned to after the death of each judge.

1.1.5.2
Identify how God worked in the lives of the following judges: Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, Gideon, and Samson.

1.1.5.3
Identify that David became an important part of God’s special family—a forerunner to Jesus, the King.

Benchmark 1.1.6:
Understand the redemptive work of Jesus Christ.

Indicators:


1.1.6.1
Recognize that we can rejoice in Jesus’ birth.


1.1.6.2
Recognize that Jesus was the long-awaited Savior.


1.1.6.3
Recognize that Jesus willingly died for our sins.


1.1.6.4
Describe that because Jesus arose, we do not need to fear death.

Benchmark 1.1.7:
Understand Christ’s establishment of the church and its growth.

Indicators: 


1.1.7.1
Identify that the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost and still works today.

1.1.7.2
Recognize that despite persecution, Jesus’ followers obeyed his command to go and tell the good news.

Benchmark 1.1.8:
Understand the biblical use of prophesy and symbolism.

Indicators: 


N/A


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 1.2.1:
Understand that we are created in God’s image for the purpose of being in relationship with Him.

Indicators:

1.2.1.1
Recognize that the Bible helps us to learn more about God and about how to live for Him.

1.2.1.2
Recognize that God can’t overlook sin forever, but He is loving and does not destroy the sinner.


1.2.1.3
Recognize that God is preparing us to serve Him.

Benchmark 1.2.2:
Understand that Sin has separated us from God and made relationship with Him impossible.

Indicators:

1.2.2.1
Recognize that through Adam and Eve, sin entered God’s good world and brought sickness, disease and death.  


1.2.2.2
Recognize that in His mercy God promised a Savior.

Benchmark 1.2.3:
Understand that God created us with the capacity to choose and our choices have consequences. 

Indicators:

N/A

Benchmark 1.2.4:
Understand Jesus as God incarnate.

Indicators:


N/A

Benchmark 1.2.5:
Understand that Jesus’ death and resurrection allows for a restored relationship with God.

Indicators:


1.2.5.1
Recognize that God sacrificed his Son for our sins.


1.2.5.2
Recognize that Jesus chose to suffer and die for our sins.


1.2.5.3
Recognize that Jesus death brought us salvation.

Benchmark 1.2.6:
Understand that as God reveals Himself, we need to make a personal response of confession and belief in order to have a restored relationship with Him.

Indicators:


1.2.6.1
Recognize that we praise God for his promises and their fulfillment.

1.2.6.2
Describe that we can respond to Jesus’ gift of salvation with thanksgiving and praise.


1.2.6.3
Recognize that as Jesus’ followers, we must tell others about him.


1.2.6.4
Describe that we must tell others the good news of Jesus birth.

1.2.6.5
Recognize that a Jesus commanded us to love God above all else and our neighbors as ourselves.


1.2.6.6
Recognize that we need to ask God for forgiveness.

1.2.6.7
Recognize that the Holy Spirit’s power is given to all Christians to help them do God’s work.


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 1.3.1:
Be caring to others and ourselves by following Jesus’ example

Indicators:

1.3.1.1
Show caring attitudes about others’ work in the classroom as well as own work.

1.3.1.2
Practice good stewardship by taking care of the environment and everything else God has given us.


1.3.1.3
Show empathy towards others’ joys and struggles.


1.3.1.4
Show signs of loving others how God loves us.

Benchmark 1.3.2:
Be holy as God wants us to be holy

Indicators:

1.3.2.1
Use appropriate language at all times, which means no dirty and vulgar talk as well as not taking the Lord’s name in vain.

1.3.2.2
Dress appropriately by not wearing anything too revealing and or that may contain unholy messages.


1.3.2.3
Tell the truth and take responsibility for any mistakes.


1.3.2.4
Be trustworthy with other students and all school personnel.

Benchmark 1.3.3:
Be respectful in ways that honors God

Indicators:

1.3.3.1
Respect themselves by practicing good personal hygiene, dressing neatly and being proud of being a unique creation of God.

1.3.3.2
Respect others by not touching them, by not fighting, by not putting others down and respect adults by addressing them by their formal names.


1.3.3.3
Respect property by using trash cans, keeping desks, lockers and walls clean.

1.3.3.4
Respect others’ property by borrowing things only when permission has been granted and will not browse in other people’s desks without permission.

Benchmark 1.3.4:
Be inviting because Christ treated everyone as important

Indicators:


1.3.4.1
Greet people by looking into their eyes when they talk to us.

1.3.4.2
Accept all people for who they are (no judging based on any physical characteristic).


1.3.4.3
Invite the whole class if passing out party invitations.


1.3.4.4
Include others in groups, on teams, and on the playground.


1.3.4.5
Making all visitors feel welcome at our school.

Benchmark 1.3.5:
Succeed as God wants us to be successful

Indicators:


1.3.5.1
Define success by each student’s potential, not by comparison.


1.3.5.2
Develop God’s gifts to themselves with the help of the school.


1.3.5.3
Work hard to learn.


1.3.5.4
Believe that everyone can succeed.

Benchmark 1.3.6:
Develop and display good teamwork

Indicators:


1.3.6.1
Recognize that we are all part of God’s team.

1.3.6.2
Display the ability to work in any group and participate for the better of that group.

1.3.6.3
Practice good sportsmanship in all aspects of school from grades to sporting events.

Benchmark 1.3.7:
Display good listening skills

Indicators:


1.3.7.1
Listen and not talk when the teacher is talking.


1.3.7.2
Listen and not talk when it’s another student’s turn to talk.


1.3.7.3
Make good eye contact when others speak to us.


1.3.7.4
Remember and do what we are asked to do.

Benchmark 1.3.8:
Display a desire for inquiry

Indicators:


1.3.8.1
Want to know why, not just what.


1.3.8.2
Display a curiosity to explore God’s creation.


1.3.8.3
Read, discuss, and think of questions.


1.3.8.4
Be involved in assignments and projects that go beyond easy and normal.


1.3.8.5
Try to understand God’s word and begin to practice the word.

Benchmark 1.3.9:
Display kindness in a way that honors Jesus

Indicators:


1.3.9.1
Be good friends by being kind to everyone.


1.3.9.2
Treat others as we would want to be treated.

1.3.9.3
Be positive about others, not writing mean notes or saying mean things to, or about others.

Benchmark 1.3.10:    Put forth the effort to do everything the best way possible

Indicators:

1.3.10.1
Make an effort not an excuse.

1.3.10.2
Show pride in doing their own work.

1.3.10.3
Persevere until an assignment or project is finished.

1.3.10.4
Use given time in class wisely for working on assignments or homework.
VI. Instructional Methods

Instructional methods include teacher-directed instruction, life application and student participation activities including mission projects, community service projects, and dramatization.  Students also participate in singing Hymns and Choruses as indicated in the teacher’s edition, completion of black line master worksheets and workbook pages.
VII. Evaluation

Evaluation is accomplished through teacher observation, class participation, and scripture memory testing.

VIII. Resources

ACSI Bible Curriculum – 1st Grade


Teacher’s guide


Student workbooks

New American Standard Bible 

 STANDARD 1


The student understands the Bible as God’s story of the redemption of mankind.





STANDARD 2


The student understands the Biblical concepts involved with making an informed commitment to Christ.





STANDARD 3


The student is able to live out Christian love, obedience and service in ways 


appropriate for their spiritual maturity.











Key: 1. Grade 1.1 Standard 1.1.1 Benchmark 1.1.1.1 Indicator
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