1st Grade Handwriting

Curriculum Guide

I.  Introduction

The writing curriculum provides materials for the opportunity to learn manuscript writing and to reinforce reading skills.  The program ranges in difficulty from requiring the student to write single words to requiring him to write sentences.  

II. Educational Philosophy

The Scriptures are implemented as a basis for the handwriting lessons.  This incorporates learning to write correctly, learning the Word of God, and developing language skills such as correct punctuation into one subject.

III. Scope And Sequence

Due to the incremental development of this particular text, a chronological handling of the scope and sequence with sequential time frame is impossible.  What follows is a listing of the major topics covered and the approximate time spent on each area through out the year.

Fine Motor skills




  6 weeks

First and last names




  6 weeks

Review of manuscript production of letters

  6 weeks

Write blends, words and sentences


30 weeks

Introduction of cursive letters formation

18 weeks

Composition  





12 weeks

IV.  Time Frame:

Handwriting is taught for thirty minutes each day throughout the school year (36 weeks).  It is also incorporated with the other subjects that require handwriting.

V.  Instructional Standards

See Language and Writing

VI. Instructional Goals

1. To produce clear and legible writing.

2. To acknowledge that God used written words to influence people.

3. To acknowledge that written records enable us to know and learn from past events.

4. To know that written prophecy enables us to recognize events as part of God’s plan

5. To produce the manuscript formation of each capital and lowercase letter.

6. To demonstrate the proper use of capitalization and punctuation rules

7. To recognize the cursive form of letters.

VII.  Instructional Objectives

The student will…

1. use left to right progression when tracing and writing.

2. demonstrate correct pencil grip.

3. demonstrate manuscript formation of all letters (capital and lower case).

4. write with good form, correct size, and proper spacing.

5. write blends, one and two-vowel words, words incorporating special sounds, prefixes and suffixes.

6. write words associated with a calendar (days/months).

7. trace and copy sentences.

8. write complete sentences independently.

9. use a variety of different words to begin sentences.

10. use spelling words and phonics charts to create sentences.

11. write sentences with a capital letter and a period.

12. write a question.

13. create titles for stories.

14. wrie stories using information and ideas from personal experiences as a source.

15. write a poem .

16. write thank you notes.

17. write Bible verses.

18. use correct capitalization rules to write the name of a person, titles and initials.

19. write contractions, rhyming words, and compound words

VIII. Biblical Integration

It is important for students to learn that God has use the written word to communicate with man.

The students will…

1. describe how God used men to accurately write God's Word on  paper for man to read.  (Exodus 24:3,4,7,12

2. know God uses writing as a tool to influence people.  (Exodus 31:18,34:1

3. discuss how the written word enables us to know the past and learn from past events-biblical and historical.  (Psalm 102:18, Isaiah 30:8-11, Romans 15:4)

4. discuss ways men have copied the Bible for preservation and distribution.

5. discuss the importance of accuracy when man transcribes the Bible and in our daily writing tasks.  (Deuteronomy 27:8, Habakkuk 2:2)

6. trace copy and write phrases and sentences, including Bible verses.

7. complete writing activities on their Bible worksheets.
IX.  Instructional Methods

Instructional methods include teacher-directed instruction and demonstration, guided practice including writing on the chalkboard, and independent practice such as worksheets, scripture writing activities, and reinforcement worksheets as suggested in the teacher’s guide.

 X. Evaluation

Evaluation is accomplished by teacher observation, completion of daily writing assignments, weekly standardized tests and scripture tests.      

XI.  Resources

A Beka - Writing with Phonics, 1st grade


Teacher guide


Student workbook


Test booklet 

Ditto Masters for reinforcement – see files

Alphabet Cards - Frank Schaffer Publisher

New American Standard Bible
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