
1st Grade Language and Writing
Curriculum Guide

I. Introduction

The language curriculum is used to strengthen the language skills as the starting point for a lifetime of reading enjoyment.  The usage of language skills is integrated with the reading and phonics program.  Children are taught the desire for and knowledge of proper language skills both in the written and spoken form.

II. Educational Philosophy

The student is taught about Bible characters. As these characters are reviewed in the Creative Writing lessons, the student will see that God, His Word, and all words referring to God are relevant to grammar skills. The books of the Bible are learned through the Word Challenge sections; therefore, the students will be more comfortable when looking for passages in the Bible.

III. Scope And Sequence

Due to the incremental development of this particular text, a chronological handling of the scope and sequence with time frame is impossible.  What follows is a listing of the major topics covered in the selected text.  Objectives are broken down into more specific time increments.

Capitalization rules

Correct punctuation at the ends of sentences

Recognition of complete sentences

Alphabetizing of words

Writing complete sentences and short stories

Creative writing

Words using suffixes, prefixes, syllables , compound words, rhyming words, opposite words, same meaning words, and contractions

IV. Time Frame

Language is taught for thirty minutes daily throughout the school year (36 weeks).  It is also integrated with reading and phonics.

V. Instructional Standards


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 1W.1.1:
Ideas, content, and organization
Indicators:



1W.1.1.1   Imitate text patterns



1W.1.1.2   Use a beginning statement to identify topic



1W.1.1.3   Express ideas on a single topic



1W.1.1.4   Sequence events in story



1W.1.1.5   Express ideas with recognizable words, and sentences

Benchmark 1W.1.2:
Voice, word choice, and sentence fluency
Indicators:



1W.1.2.1   Communicate own feelings and personal preferences in illustrations
     and writing



1W.1.2.2   Begin to describe own experiences in writing



1W.1.2.3   Practice writing for a specific audience



1W.1.2.4   Be introduced to patterned text through read alouds and class books
    (sentences frames)



1W.1.2.5   Be introduced to the concept of interesting language and tone in 



     literature through read alouds



1W.1.2.6   Be introduced to a variety of sentence structures in a variety of text
    (pattern books, non-fiction, poetry, fairy tales)

Benchmark W.1.3:
Conventions
Indicators:



1W.1.3.1   Print legible and correctly, with spaces between words



1W.1.3.2   Use beginning writing mechanics (capitals, periods, question marks)
     when constructing complete sentences



1W.1.3.3   Use correct spelling for high frequency words and simple words with
     regular spelling patterns



1W.1.3.4   Use temporary spelling for unknown words and irregular high frequency
     words


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 1W.2.1:
Write for different audiences
Indicators:



1W.2.1.1   Practice writing for an audience



1W.2.1.2   Read writing to others



1W.2.1.3   Publish own writing through class books, posters, individual books, etc

Benchmark 1W.2.2:
Write for different purposes
Indicators:



1W.2.2.1   Write in response to a teacher prompt (i.e. journal entry)



1W.2.2.2   Begin writing stories



1W.2.2.3   Practice writing for different purposes such as:

· tell about something

· label something

· name something

· tell what happened

· describe something

Benchmark 1W.2.3:
Write in a variety of forms
Indicators:



1W.2.3.1   Be introduced to various forms of writing through read alouds



1W.2.3.2   Begin/practice writing using a variety of forms:
· lists
· journals
· fiction
· poetry
· reports
· letters

Benchmark 1W.2.4:
Use technology as a tool in writing
Indicators:



1W.2.4.1   Create stories using appropriate software (kids works)



1W.2.4.2   Dictate writing (word processing)



1W.2.4.3   Illustrate writing using simple drawing software

Benchmark 1.W.2.5:
Understand that God recognizes writing as a powerful tool to

 influence people

Indicators:



1W.2.5.1   Integrate Christian world view into a variety of written styles (poems,
     journals, reports and stories)



1W.2.5.2   Write in a manner consistent with Christian values and world view


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmarks 1W.3.1:
Pre-write

Indicators:



1W.3.1.1   Participate in prewriting activities: brainstorming, shared story, shared
    experience, art, role-playing, webbing, graphic organizers, illustrations,
    discussion



1W.3.1.2   Use children’s literature as a basis for writing



1W.3.1.3   Select and organize ideas

Benchmark 1W.3.2:   Draft

Indicators:



1W.3.2.1   Copy print



1W.3.2.2   Use beginning, middle, and ending consonants to make words



1W.3.2.3   Use own drawings, vocabulary, and spelling to create text



1W.3.2.4   Complete pattern sentences



1W.3.2.5   Dictate own story



1W.3.2.6   Write simple stories

Benchmark 1W.2.3:
Share-respond
Indicators:



1W.2.3.1   Give positive comments to author



1W.2.3.2   Ask questions of the author

Benchmark 1W.2.4:
Revise-edit

Indicators:



1W.2.4.1   Be introduced to revision through demonstration and modeling



1W.2.4.2   Begin to revise sentences



1W.2.4.3   Read back own work



1W.2.4.4   Be introduced to editing (capitalization, punctuation, period, question
     mark)

Benchmark 1W.2.5:   Publish

Indicators:



1W.2.5.1   Select works to be published



1W.2.5.2   Be introduced to a variety of publishing formats



1W.2.5.3   Be introduced to use of technology to publish text when appropriate



1W.2.5.4   Share writing with others



1W.2.5.5   Write story in legible (best) handwriting to be published

Benchmark 1W.2.6:   Reflect
Indicators:



1W.2.6.1   Discuss own writing



1W.2.6.2   Refer to self as writer



1W.2.6.3   Read and reflect on positive feedback

VI. Instructional Objectives

The student will…

Weeks 1-6

1. decode words with short vowel sound.

2. demonstrate knowledge of the alphabet.

3. read words with pictures clues.

4. give examples of singular and plural words.

5. define and give examples of rhyming words.

Weeks 7-12

1. decode one- and two-vowel words.

2. demonstrate the use of the period.

3. form and write compound words.

4. define and give examples of synonyms.

Weeks 13-18

1. identify the opposite meaning of words.

2. demonstrate the use of the capital letter at the beginning of a sentence.

3. develop a title for a story.

4. alphabetize words according to the first letter.

5. define and give examples of homonyms.

Weeks 19-24

1. divide syllables between double consonants.

2. identify root words.

3. form words by adding a suffix.

4. choose correct color words.

5. use creative ability to write a sentence.

6. read and write the names of the months.

Weeks 25-30

1. recognize the days of the week.

2. recognize the months of the year and correct rule for capitalization.

3. learn part of the lord’s prayer.

4. write a paragraph about a famous leader.

Weeks 31-36

1. write an interrogative sentence.

2. write a title to a story.

3. use creative ability to write a story.

4. use creative ability to tell about a bible character.

VII. Biblical Integration

Biblical principles permeate all language usage and structure. It is important that students learn the importance and power of language, God's means of communication with man and man's communication with God and other men. 

The student will…

1. identify that God created language in order to communicate His truth to us.

2. use language to communicate God’s truth to others.

3. Identify examples of God' Word showing orderliness in God's way

4. identify examples from God's Word which represent different writing styles: poetry, songs, stories, etc.

5. identify examples from God's Word of word analysis: opposites, compound words, synonyms, and homonyms.

6. use God's Word to evaluate what we read, hear and observe.

7. recognize the ability to speak is given to us by God. 

Genesis 2:18-20

8. know God controls man’s ability to speak and to understand.  Matthew 9:32

9. know that God will enable us to speak as we submit ourselves to Him.  Exodus 4:10-12

10. engage in the kinds of speech that God commands or encourages in His Word.  Psalm 34:13

11. speak in prayer to God.

VIII. Instructional Methods

Instructional methods include teacher-directed instruction, drill and memorization games/techniques to teach Bible verses, choral speaking, guided practice, games, finger plays and skits as recommended in the teacher’s guides, writing assignments and daily workbook exercises.

IX. Evaluation

Evaluation is accomplished through written assignments, workbook drills/exercises, and class participation.

X. Resources

A Beka - Language 1

Student Workbook 


Teacher Key

New American Standard Bible

STANDARD 1


The student writes clearly and effectively.








STANDARD 2


The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes.








STANDARD 3


The student understands and uses the steps of the writing process.











Key 1 Grade  1.1 Standard  1.1.1 Benchmark  1.1.1.1 Indicator
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