1st Grade Social Studies

Curriculum Guide

I. Introduction

Through education in the Heritage Studies curriculum children develop knowledge of God, Christian growth is encouraged and historic and geographic literacy is promoted. 

II. Educational Philosophy

Students will be introduced to the Biblical principles on which our country was founded and how the first settlers shared the Gospel with others in America.

III. Instructional Mapping

Water and Land



weeks 1-3

Columbus and His Ships


weeks 4-6

People of the New World

             weeks 7-9

New Homes in the New World

             weeks 10-1

God’s Law and Man’s Law

             weeks13-15

Maps of Old Places


             weeks 16-18

Schools Now and Then


weeks 19-21

Trading with the Indians


weeks 22-24

Adventurers




weeks 25-27

The One True God



weeks 28-30

Struggles far Away



weeks 31- 33

Families Together



weeks 34-36

IV. Time Frame

Heritage Studies is taught in thirty-minute sessions twice a week throughout the school year (36 weeks). 

V. Instructional Standards


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 1.1.1:
Chronology:  Use a calendar to determine the day, week, month and year

Indicator:


1.1.1.1 Recite the months of the year

1.1.1.2 Recognize the creative work on each day of creation

Benchmark 1.1.2:
Chronology:  Place events in correct order on a time line

Indicators:


1.1.2.1   Place events from one’s own life in chronological order



1.1.2.2   Distinguish among past, present and future

Benchmark 1.1.3:
Daily Life:  Compare daily life in the past and present




demonstrating an understanding that while basic human needs




remain the same, they are met in different ways in different times

and places

Indicators:

1.1.3.1  Raise questions about how families lived in the past and use

photographs, letters, artifacts and books to clarify what is known and 

hat is unknown

1.1.3.2 Compare past and present, near and far, with emphasis on daily life

including:

a. The roles of men, women and children

b. The identification of basic human needs

c. Various ways people meet human needs

Benchmark 1.1.4:
Heritage:  Recognize that the actions of individuals make a




difference, and relate the stories of people from diverse

backgrounds who have contributed to the heritage of the United 
States

Indicators:
1.1.4.1 Relate stories of the heroism and the achievements of the people

associated with state and federal holidays


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 1.2.1:
Cultures:  Identify practices and products of diverse cultures

Indicator:

1.2.1.1  Describe similarities and differences in the ways different cultures meet

common human needs including:

a. Food

b. Clothing

c. Shelter

d. Language

e. Artistic expressions

1.2.1.2  Recognize false philosophies and reject them

Benchmark 1.2.2:
Diffusion:  Identify ways that different cultures within the United

States and the world have shaped our national heritage.


Indicators:

1.2.2.1.1.1.1 Identify cultural practices of a culture on each continent through

the study of the folktales, music and art created by people living in

that culture

1.2.2.1.1.1.2 Describe family and local community customs and traditions

1.2.2.1.1.1.3 Describe life in other countries with emphasis on daily life, including

roles of men, women and children


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 1.3.1:
Location: Identify the location of the United States, the continents

and oceans on maps, globes and other geographic

representations

Indicators:

1.3.1.1   Identify and correctly use terms related to location, direction and

distance including: 
a. Left/Right

b. Near/Far

1.3.1.2 Instruct simple maps and models using symbols to represent familiar

places (e.g., classroom, school or neighborhood)

1.3.1.3 Identify and use symbols to locate places of significance on maps and

globes

1.3.1.4 Locate the local community, state and the United States on maps or

globes

Benchmark 1.3.2:
Places and Regions:  Identify physical and human features of

places 

Indicators:



1.3.2.1  Identify and describe the physical features (lake, river, hill, mountain,

forest) and human features (town, city, farm, park, playground, house,

traffic signs/signals) of places in the community 

1.3.2.2   Compare areas within the local community to identify similarities

Benchmark 1.3.3:
Human Environmental Interaction:  Explain how environmental

processes influence human activity and ways humans depend

on and adapt to the environment

Indicator:



1.3.3.1   Describe human adaptations to variations in the physical environment 



including:



a.  Food



b.  Clothing 



c.  Shelter



d.  Transportation



e.  Recreation


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 1.4.1:
Scarcity and Resource Allocation:  Explain how the scarcity of

resources requires people to make choices to satisfy their wants

Indicator:



1.4.1.1  Explain that wants are unlimited and resources are scarce, thereby

forcing individuals to make choices

Benchmark 1.4.2:
Production, Distribution and Consumption:  Distinguish between

goods and services and explain how people can be both buyers

and sellers of goods and services

Indicator:



1.4.2.1  Describe the ways people produce, consume and exchange goods and

services in their community

Benchmark 1.4.3:
Markets:  Explain ways that people may obtain goods and services 

Indicator:



1.4.3.1  Explain ways that people may obtain goods and services that they do not

produce including the use of money and barter


To meet this standard, the student will:
Benchmark 1.5.1:
Role of Government:  Identify elected leaders and authority figures

in the home, school and community and explain reasons for having persons in authority

Indicators:



1.5.1.1   Recognize the role of authority figures in providing for the safety and

security of individuals



1.5.1.2   Explain how voting can be used to make group decisions

Benchmark 1.5.2:
Role of Government:  Recognize and explain the importance of

symbols and landmarks of the United States
Indicator:



1.5.2.1  Recognize symbols of the United States that represent its democracy and

values including:

a. The bald eagle

b. The White House

c. The Statue of Liberty

d. The national anthem

Benchmark 1.5.3:
Rules and Laws:  Explain the purposes of rules in different settings

and the results of adherence to, or violation of, the rules
Indicators:



1.5.3.1  Recognize the need for rules in different settings and the need for fairness

in such rules

1.5.3.2  Discuss the consequences of violating rules

1.5.3.3  Recognize that God is sovereign and no man or nation can rule over him


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 1.6.1:
Participation:  Describe the results of cooperation in group settings

and demonstrate the 
necessary skills 

Indicator:



1.6.1.1  Demonstrate the importance of fair play, good sportsmanship, respect for

the rights and opinions of others and the idea of treating others the way

you want to be treated


Benchmark 1.6.2:         Rights and Responsibilities:  Demonstrate personal accountability,


                                       including making choices and taking responsibility for personal


                                       actions


Indicators:

1.6.2.2  Demonstrate self-direction in school tasks

1.6.2.3 Demonstrate accountability for actions

1.6.2.4 Demonstrate pride in personal accomplishments

1.6.2.5 Demonstrate citizenship traits including:

a. Trustworthiness

b. Fairness

c. Self-control

d. Respect for those in authority


To meet this standard, the student will:


Benchmark 1.7.1:
Obtaining Information:  Obtain information from oral, visual, print

and electronic sources


Indicator:



1.7.1.1  Obtain information about a topic using a variety of oral and visual sources

Benchmark 1.7.2: 
Thinking and Organizing:  Predict outcomes based on factual

information 


Indicators:



1.7.2.2   Sequence information



1.7.2.3   Determine categories for sorting information



1.7.2.4   Identify main ideas from oral, visual and print sources


Benchmark 1.7.3: 
Communicating Information:  Communicate information orally,

visually or in writing

Indicator:



1.7.3.1   Communicate information orally or visually


Benchmark 1.7.4:
Problem Solving: Identify a problem and work in groups to solve it


Indicator



1.7.4.1   Display courtesy and respect for others in group settings including:

a. Staying on the topic

b. Focusing attention on the speaker

VI.  Instructional Goals

1. To illustrate God’s wisdom, omnipotence, sovereignty, and benevolence.   Phil. 4:19

2. To encourage Christian growth.   II Peter 3:18

3. To learn discipline in His endeavor to accept responsibility.   Col. 3:17

4. To recognize false philosophies and reject them.  Psalm 34:14, II John 10:11

5. To demonstrate a better testimony among unbelievers.   Proverbs 26:11

6. To identify a balance between historical fact and geography and Christian philosophy  

7. To convey that history can be expressed as a fact, concept, or a principle. 

8. to identify major bodies of land and water

9. to discuss Christopher Columbus’ adventures in discovering America

10. To develop map skills

11. To compare/contrast the life of the early settlers with life today, including their homes

12. To compare and contrast God’s law with man’s law

13. To learn about the Indians and how they lived

14. To learn about different explorers and their achievements

15. To gain a basic knowledge about the community in which we live and our responsibilities as citizens.

16. To develop a sense of patriotism while learning about the rights and privileges of living in the United States.

VII.  Instructional Objectives

The student will…

1. identify the continent on which they live on a map.

2. assemble map puzzles.

3. find/indicate the direction north, south, east, and west on a map.

4. name modes of transportation.

5. trace a route on a map.

6. copy and complete a map and a map key.

7. read a picture graph.

8. distinguish between maps of today and those of long ago.

9. report  the outcome of Columbus’ visit to the queen and king.

10. identify things that the Woodland Indians used for making tools, clothing, homes and food.

11. name different homes made by the different Indian groups.

12. weave a blanket with construction paper.

13. illustrate the step by step of growing a crop.

14. sequence pictures depicting events in early Jamestown.

15. indicate on a map where the Separatists started their journey.

16. list things they are thankful for.

17. describe their own city and country.

18. demonstrate how the early hornbook was used.

19. complete autobiographical statements.

20. accept as truth that God is sovereign and no man or nation can rule over Him.  Psalm 19:1, Rom. 1:20

21. recognize God deals with individuals as well as all nations.

22. state God’s commands and make Godly decisions based on His word.  John 14:15

23. demonstrate responsibility in sharing.

24. display proper care of materials.

25. persevere with a task until it is completed.

26. name some of our  personal, social and civic responsibilities.

27. quote scripture and accept God’s word as truth.  Ps. 119:11

28. demonstrate through the study of history a scriptural view of themselves.

29. participate in activities that raise awareness of the need  for conservation, preservation, and the wise use of natural resources.

30. demonstrate patriotism by saying the pledge to our American flag.

31. recognize how the study of history and geography can have positive effects on one’s personal life.

32. arrange events in sequential order.

33. use information learned to make  predictions.

34. infer relationships.

35. name people from our past who made wise decisions.

36. know that people have different opinions.

37. locate/place a particular historical event on a time line.

38. complete a comparison of travel today and long ago. 

39. draw and define maps of their neighborhood. 

40. locate the United States on the globe.

41. identify the land and water on the globe.

42. write the cardinal directions.

43. create tables, graphs, charts, and diagrams.

44. list the rights of citizenship.

45. list things from our heritage to which we should show respect.
VIII. Biblical Integration

The quality and consistency of a man's decisions reflect his character. Christian character begins with justification but it grows throughout the lifelong process of sanctification, God's grace is sufficient for the task, and a major part of God's gracious provision is His Word. The Bible provides the very "words of life" that instruct us in salvation and Christian living. By obeying God's commands and making Godly decisions based on His Word, Christians can strengthen their character.  The following are some of the principles and verses we integrate with our social studies curriculum.  

Bible Truths for each unit:

Water and Land  (weeks 1-3)

faith in the power of God; God is pleased with dependable workers - Ephesians 4:28; God has promised that He will not forsake us - Joshua 1:9.

Columbus and His Ships    (weeks 4-6)

Repentance Acts 16:31; Love - I John 3:11; We should love by our words and deeds; Faith in God’s promises - Romans 8:28; God always remains faithful to His promises. 

People of the New World   (weeks 7-9)

Giving - Luke 6:38; We should be giving with a happy heart; Servanthood  - Ephesians 6: 5-8; We should be humble; Friendliness - Psalm 119: 63. 

New Homes in the New World    (weeks 10-12)

Understanding Jesus Christ; Repentance and faith; Separation from the world; servanthood; faithfulness; purity; honesty; sowing and reaping; Bible study; faith in God’s promises.

God’s Law and Man’s Law    (weeks13-15)

Authority; Body as a temple - I Corinthians 3:16-17; Spirit-filled - Galatians 5: 16; We should allow the Holy Spirit to rule in our hearts; Prayer - Romans 8:26-27.

Maps of Old Places   (weeks 16-18)

Emotional Control, not to act out of anger; Humility - Philippians 2:3-4; Christ was humble; we should follow His example.

Schools Now and Then    (weeks 19-21)

Praise - Hebrews 13:15 

Trading with the Indians   (weeks 22-24)

Exaltation of Christ; contentment; goal setting; work - Colossians 3:2

Adventurers    (weeks 25-27)

Victory; communication - Romans 8:37; we should control our tongues.

The One True God   (weeks 28-30)    

Praise -I Peter 2:9; remembering God’s goodness; we should continually praise Him

.

Struggles far Away   (weeks 31- 33 )

Evangelism and Missions - Matthew 28: 18-20; Understanding Jesus Christ - Philippians 2:9-11; Jesus is the Son of God, sent to earth to die for our sins.

Families Together    (weeks 34-36)

Liberty from sin; guiltless by the blood; God as Father, and God as Master - Romans 8:34, Romans 8:33.

IV.  Instructional Methods

Instructional methods consist of teacher-directed lecture, student hands-on experiences in map making and map reading, production of charts, graphs and tables, class/group discussions.  

 X.  Evaluation 

Students complete a notebook which is used for class discussions and to monitor comprehension of the material.  Unit tests also serve as a source of evaluation.

XI.  Resources

Bob Jones University Press -Heritage Studies 1 

Student Notebook

Teachers’ edition

Test booklet

Listening Cassette

History Time Line

World/US maps

New American Standard Bible

STANDARD 1


History


The student from a Biblical perspective will use materials drawn from the diversity of human experience to analyze and interpret significant events, patterns and themes in the history of the United States and the world





STANDARD 2


People in Societies


The student will use knowledge of perspectives, practices and products of cultural, ethnic and social groups to analyze the impact of their commonality and diversity within local, national, regional and global settings.





STANDARD 3


Geography


The student will use knowledge of geographic locations, patterns and processes to show the interrelationship between the physical environment and human activity, and to explain the interactions that occur in an increasingly interdependent world.





STANDARD 4


Economics


The student will use economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, issues and systems in order to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers and citizens in an interdependent world





STANDARD 5


Government


The student will use knowledge of the purposes, structures and processes of political systems at the local, state, national and international levels to understand that people create systems of government as structures of power and authority to provide order, maintain stability and promote the general welfare.





STANDARD 6


Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities


The student will use knowledge of the God Given rights and responsibilities of citizenship in order to examine and evaluate civic ideals and to participate in community life and the American democratic system





STANDARD 7


Social Studies Skills and Methods


The students will collect, organize, evaluate and synthesize information from multiple sources to draw logical conclusions. Students communicate this information using appropriate social studies terminology in oral, written or multimedia form and apply what they have learned to societal issues in simulated or real-world settings.








Key 1 Grade  1.1 Standard 1.1.1 Benchmark  1.1.1.1 Indicator

FBS Curriculum, Social Studies, Grade 1


