1st Grade Spelling

Curriculum Guide

I. Introduction

The spelling curriculum is designed not only to reinforce the phonetic principles of our language but to also expand the teaching of spelling to include the many unique spellings of words in our language.  Motivation and drill are used to encourage success in spelling correctly.

II. Educational Philosophy

The Christian school is not a school merely for the sake of academics, but for the sake of fulfilling the church’s God-ordained role in carrying out the Christian education mandate (Deuteronomy 6:7, Proverbs 22:6, 2 Timothy 3:15-17).  Just as we believe it would be wrong to place our students under the influence of godless teachers, so we believe it would be wrong to place them under the influence of godless, humanistic readers and teaching materials.

III. Instructional Mapping
Weekly phonics-based word list



Weekly test with phonics




Reinforcement activities




Consonants b, m, t, c, p, l, n, r, g, d, s 

Weeks 1-6

Consonants f, h, j, w, k, v, y, z, x 


Weeks 7-12

Short vowels 




Weeks 13-18

Short vowels and double letters 


Week   19

Words ending in "ck" 



Week   20

Words ending in" st, nd, nt 


Week   21

Words ending in "ng, nk" 



Week   22

Words with "a" in all 



Week   23

Review lesson  




Week   24

Single vowel words with long sound 

Week   25

Long vowel sounds 



Weeks 26-30

Short and long "oo" 



Week   31

Blends/digraphs 




Weeks 32-36

IV. Time Frame

Spelling is taught in twenty-minute lessons on a daily basis throughout the school year (36 weeks).

V. Instructional Standards
See Reading and Writing

VI. Instructional Objectives

The student will…

1. Use spelling list words, in context, to complete puzzles.

2. Identify beginning sounds and consonant sounds.

3. Discriminate short and long vowel sounds.

4. Associate sound-symbol relationships and sound-phonics rule relationships.
5. Develop listening skills to hear sounds in words.

6. Spell sight words and home base words.

7. Use spelling words to complete sentences and write original sentences.

8. Develop dictionary skills.

9. Recognize and write words in alphabetical order.

10. Identify and spell specific words with suffixes.

11. Determine the two words represented in contractions.

12. Review compound words.

13. Use and recognize rhyming words.

14. Identify abbreviations.

15. Determine the number of syllables in words.

16. Use correct spelling ability to complete additional worksheets.

VII. Biblical Integration

As a reflection of the interest and life experiences of Christian school students, almost every lesson presents devotionals, character studies, Bible stories, and/or Scripture. These are designed to teach Biblical principles in a cheerful, comfortable pattern of seeing things from God's perspective. 

The student will…

1. describe how God used men to accurately write God’s words on paper for man to read. (Exodus 24:3, 4, 7, 12)

2. discuss how God uses writing as a tool to influence people.  (Exodus 31:18, 34:1)

3. discuss the importance of accuracy when man transcribes the Bible and in our daily writing tasks. (Deuteronomy 27:8, Habakkuk 2:2)

4. discuss ways men have copied the Bible for preservation and distribution.

The students will be able to recognize God’s plan for them in each aspect of their lives.

· Needs - My God shall supply all your needs. Philippians 4:19

· Happiness - Happy are the people whose God is the Lord.  Psalms 144:15b

· Miracles - They saw Jesus walking on the sea.  John 6:19b

· Fear - Whenever I am afraid I will trust in You.  Psalms 56:3

· Creator - In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Genesis 1:1

· Praise - He has put a new song in my mouth-Praise to our God. Psalms 40:3

· Giving - It is more blessed to give than to receive.  Acts 20:35

· Salvation - For the Son of Man has come to seek and save that which has been lost.  Matthew 18:11

· Serving - Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before His presence with singing.  Psalms 100:2

· Kindness - And be kind to one another.  Ephesians 4:32a

· My tongue - Keep your tongue from evil.  Psalms 34:13

· Prayer - Pray without ceasing.  I Thessalonians. 5:17

· Deeds - Even a child is known by his doings.  Proverbs. 20:11a

· God' Word-Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  Psalms 119:105

· Thankfulness - It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing praises to your name.  Psalms 92:1

· Worship and rejoicing - This is the day which the Lord has made.  Psalms 118:24

· Obedience - Listen to me, my children, for blessed are those who keep my ways.  Proverbs 8:32
VIII. Instructional Methods

Instructional methods include teacher-directed instruction, guided practice including oral spelling drills/games, journal entries, independent practice such as daily spelling workbook activities, and spelling bee participation.  Students also begin writing activities such as sentences, paragraphs, short stories, and book reviews.

IX. Evaluation

Evaluation is accomplished through daily work samples, weekly spelling tests and weekly phonics tests.

X. Resources

ACSI Life Design Spelling, Grade 1



Teacher guide



Student workbook


New American Standard Bible

Key: 1 Grade 1.1 Standard 1.1.1 Benchmark  1.1.1.1 Indicator

FBS, Spelling, First Grade


