2nd Grade Language and Writing
Curriculum Guide

I.  Introduction

Language provides an interesting program that is geared for second graders.  It helps the student acquire the skills that are necessary for written and oral language.  The course is designed to teach the student how to write clearly and with purpose. 

II.  Educational Philosophy

The student is taught about Bible characters. As these characters are reviewed in the Creative Writing lessons, the student will see that God, His Word, and all words referring to God are relevant to grammar skills. The books of the Bible are learned through the Word Challenge sections; therefore, the students will be more comfortable when looking for passages in the Bible.

III.  Scope and Sequence

sentence usage, compound/rhyming words, days of the week 
Lessons 1-35

punctuation, word division, suffixes 




Lessons 36-53

contractions, possessives, sentence usage, exclamatory sentences, adding suffixes to root words 







Lessons 54-71

prefixes/root words, compound words, punctuation, special word families, abbreviations 







Lessons 72-108

creative writing, singular/plural, contractions, homonyms, suffixes, silent /e/ 

Lesson 109-121

capitalization, suffixes to words ending in y, creative writing and alphabetical order  








Lesson 121-139

sentence writing and punctuation, possessive /s/, contractions 











Lesson 140-147

abbreviations, special days, equivalents, and days of the week, suffixes with -ed, -ing, and -est. 







Lesson 148-159

review.   







Lesson 160-170  

IV.  Time Frame 5 - 30 minute periods per week; 36 weeks duration.
V Instructional Standards


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 2W.1.1:
Ideas, content, and organization

Indicators:



2W.1.1.1   Use details to enhance ideas

2W.1.1.2   Develop understanding of sequence, with a clear beginning,  


    middle and end, choose own topic


2W.1.1.3   Represent one main idea in text



2W.1.1.4   Begin using a paragraph to organize text

Benchmark 2W.1.2:
Voice, word choice, and sentence fluency

Indicators:



2W.1.2.1   Communicate own feelings and personal preferences in writing



2W.1.2.2   Practice describing own experiences through writing



2W.1.2.3   Begin writing for a specific audience



2W.1.2.4   Begin to use patterns and vocabulary from literature



2W.1.2.5   Practice use of interesting language while writing



2W.1.2.6   Begin using descriptive words in writing (adverbs and adjectives)



2W.1.2.7   Practice use of a variety of sentence beginnings



2W.1.2.8   Be introduced to and practice varying sentences lengths and  



    types



2W.1.2.9   Practice correct subject-verb agreement

Benchmark 2W.1.3:
Conventions

Indicators:



2W.1.3.1   Capitalize beginning of sentences and proper nouns



2W.1.3.2   Use appropriate ending punctuation and sentence



2W.1.3.3   Transition from temporary to conventional spelling



2W.1.3.4   Write complete sentences



2W.1.3.5   Begin to use writing reference materials



2W.1.3.6   Reinforce the concept of nouns, adjectives and verbs


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 2W.2.1:
Write for different audiences

Indicators:

2W.2.1.1   Be introduced to concept of being aware of audience needs and
    writing to meet specific audience needs


2W.2.1.2   Read writing to others



2W.2.1.3   Publish own writing (class book, individual books)

Benchmark 2W.2.2:
Write for different purposes

Indicators:



2W.2.2.1   Write in response to a teacher prompt



2W.2.2.2   Write to tell a story



2W.2.2.3   Practice writing for different purposes such as:

· tell about something

· name something

· tell what happened

· describe something

· how to do something

· factual summary and report

Benchmark 2W.2.3:
Write in a variety of forms

Indicators:



2W.2.3.1   Be introduced to various forms of writing through read alouds



2W.2.3.2   Write using forms introduced in first grade

· list

· journals

· fiction

· non-fiction

· poetry

· reports

· letters

Benchmark 2W.2.4:
Use technology as a tool in writing

Indicators:



2W.2.4.1   Create stories using appropriate software (kids words)



2W.2.4.2   Publish a paragraph using computer word processing



2W.2.4.3   Illustrate writing using drawing software



2W.2.4.4   Begin to use computerized reference resources

Benchmark 2W.2.5:
Understand that God recognizes writing as a powerful tool to

influence people

Indicators:

2W.2.5.1   Integrate Christian world view into a variety of written styles 


   (poems, journals, reports and  stories)



2W.2.5.2   Write in a manner consistent with Christian values and world view


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmarks 2W.3.1:
Pre-write

Indicators:



2W.3.1.1   Participate in prewriting activities: brainstorming, shared story,  



    shared experience, art, role-playing, webbing, graphic organizers,  


    illustrations, discussions



2W.3.1.2   Use children’s literature as a basic for writing



2W.3.1.3   Select and organize ideas

Benchmark 2W.3.2:
Draft

Indicators:



2W.3.2.1   Copy print



2W.3.2.2   Use beginning, middle, and ending consonants to make words



2W.3.2.3   Use own drawings, vocabulary, and spelling to create text



2W.3.2.4   Complete pattern sentences



2W.3.2.5   Dictate own story



2W.3.2.6   Write simple stories using inventive spelling is necessary

Benchmark 2W.3.3:
Share-respond

Indicators:



2W.3.3.1   Give positive comments to author



2W.3.3.2   Ask questions of the author

Benchmark 2W.3.4:
Revise-edit

Indicators:



2W.3.4.1   Begin to revise/edit independently



2W.3.4.2   Begin to use peers for revision and editing



2W.3.4.3   Use teacher assistance for revision and editing



2W.3.4.4   Begin to edit for spelling, punctuation (period, question mark,

     exclamation mark), capitalization (sentences or proper nouns)



2W.3.4.5   Reread to check for missing or necessary words



2W.3.4.6   Begin to use a dictionary

Benchmark 2W.3.5:
Publish

Indicators:



2W.3.5.1   Select works to be published



2W.3.5.2   Begin to self select publishing options



2W.3.5.3   Begin using technology when appropriate



2W.3.5.4   Share writing with others



2W.3.5.5   Write story in legible (best) handwriting for publishing

Benchmark 2W.3.6:
Reflect

Indicators:



2W.3.6.1   View self as a writer



2W.3.6.2   Understand need for revising and editing own work



2W.3.6.3   Listen while others share writing



2W.3.6.4   Accept and use feedback when appropriate

VI. Instructional Goals

Language lessons are taught as part of the total Language Arts program in order for the student:

1. To know the correct way to speak the English language

2. To learn basic rules applicable to correct sentence formation

3. To be able to put basic sentences together to form a cohesive paragraph

4. To identify words and understand their formation and structure

5. To be able to express thoughts in an orderly manner

6. To know how to use the dictionary and book glossaries

VII.  Instructional Objectives

The student will…

1. learn the phonetic rules as they apply to reading and grammar.

2. identify and give examples of rhyming words.

3. divide syllables according to the 3 rules of division.

4. determine the number of syllables in a word.

5. identify root words.

6. define and give examples of suffixes.

7. formulate words using suffixes and prefixes.

8. identify accented/stressed syllables.

9. define and construct a complete sentence.

10. begin a sentence with a capital letter.

11. end a sentence appropriately with a period, question mark or exclamation point.

12. use a complete thought to write a sentence.

13. identify and give examples of prefixes.

14. use the apostrophe /s/ to show possessiveness.

15. define and give examples of contractions.

16. define and give examples of a compound word.

17. state and use the rule of dropping silent e when adding a suffix.

18. use the rule of doubling the consonant.

19. use phonics rules to break down and read unfamiliar words - applying particularly to Bible names.

20. describe how accurate punctuation effects the understanding of a passage.

21. describe how God communicates his will to us using language.

22. use and write abbreviations correctly.

23. use capitalization rules as they apply to people, places, holidays, and days/months.

24. alphabetize words and apply these skills to dictionary procedures.

25. give examples of singular/plural forms of words (regular and irregular).

26. define and give examples of homonyms.

VIII.  Biblical Integration

Biblical principles permeate all language usage and structure. It is important that students learn the importance and power of language, God's means of communication with man and man's communication with God and other men. 

The student will…

1. identify that God created language in order to communicate His truth to us.

2. use language to communicate God’s truth to others.

3. Identify examples of God' Word showing orderliness in God's way

4. identify examples from God's Word which represent different writing styles: poetry, songs, stories, etc.

5. identify examples from God's Word of word analysis: opposites, compound words, synonyms, and homonyms.

6. use God's Word to evaluate what we read, hear and observe.

7. recognize the ability to speak is given to us by God. 

Genesis 2:18-20

8. know God controls man’s ability to speak and to understand.  Matthew 9:32

9. know that God will enable us to speak as we submit ourselves to Him.  Exodus 4:10-12

10. engage in the kinds of speech that God commands or encourages in His Word.  Psalm 34:13

11. speak in prayer to God.

IX.  Instructional Methods

The lessons and objectives are taught by teacher-directed instruction, guided-practice and independent work of the student in the workbook.  Extra enrichment and reinforcement worksheets, as well as the use of discussion and independent creative writing assignments are also used.  This course is done in conjunction with Phonics and Reading

 X.  Evaluation 

The student’s progress is evaluated by teacher observation, graded independent workbook assignments and written assignments.

XI.  Resources

A Beka Curriculum - Language 2 

Teacher's Edition 

Student Book 

STANDARD 1


The student writes clearly and effectively.








STANDARD 2


The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes.








STANDARD 3


The student understands and uses the steps of the writing process.











Key: 1 Grade, 1.1 Standard, 1.1.1 Benchmark, 1.1.1.1 Indicator

FBS, Language and Writing, Grade 2


