2nd Grade Spelling 

Curriculum Guide

I.  Introduction

The student will learn to spell words important to vocabulary comprehension and practical usage on a second grade level.  God is evident in the lessons as Scripture is referred to and used in many parts of the daily lessons. There is continuous reference in oral and written form to the importance of God and His word.  All words referring to Him and Scripture are capitalized.

II.  Educational Philosophy

The Christian school is not a school merely for the sake of academics, but for the sake of fulfilling the church’s God-ordained role in carrying out the Christian education mandate (Deuteronomy 6:7, Proverbs 22:6, 2 Timothy 3:15-17).  Just as we believe it would be wrong to place our students under the influence of godless teachers, so we believe it would be wrong to place them under the influence of godless, humanistic readers and teaching materials.

III.  Scope and Sequence

Weekly phonics-based word list



Weekly test with phonics




Reinforcement activities




short and long vowels (a, o, i), words with double letters
Lessons 1-6 

Final k/ck, sh/th, wh/ch, long e




Lessons 7-12 

Long vowels, u/ue/ew 





Lessons 13-18 

ou/ow, au/aw, blends with l, r, and s



Lessons 19-24 

ng/ing, final blends, final y/le




Lessons 25-30 

er/ir/or/ur/ar, r digraphs





Lessons 31-36 

IV.  Time Frame

Spelling is taught for 25 minutes each day throughout the school year (36 weeks).

V. Instructional Standards


See Standards for Reading and Language
VI.  Instructional Goals

1. To learn phonics rules and skills

2. To review words with one vowel, and a short vowel sound

3. To review words with two vowels; and the 2-vowel rule 

4. To learn new vocabulary words, their meanings and be able to use them in a sentence

5. To learn consonant blends in words

6. To reinforce suffix/prefix understanding, and add meaningful prefixes and suffixes to words

7. To form and use contractions with understanding

VI.  Instructional Objectives

The students will…

1. recite all vowel sounds; long and short and apply vowel rules to spelling of words.

2. recite consonant sounds and use these sounds to spell new words.

3. recognize blends and use them as a clue in spelling words.

4. explain that y is sometimes used as a vowel and be prepared to interpret it as such.

5. state that "r" in combination with vowels influences the vowel sound.

6. identify suffixes and root words and combine them to make new words.

7. discuss plural meanings.

8. recognize regular and irregular plurals.

9. read/spell the sound represented by consonant and vowel digraphs and diphthongs.

10. identify/spell contractions and correctly state the  two words making up the contraction.  

11. define a homonym and give examples of homonyms for simple known words.

12. spell words with double letters in the final and medial position

13. spell one and two syllable words.

14. spell words with the final "k" sound spelled k, c, or ck.

15. spell words with the sh/th, wh/ch blends.

16. spell words with short and long "oo" sounds.

17. spell words with the long e spellings of ee and e consonant.

18. spell words with the variant spellings of long e.

19. spell words with u, ue and ew representing both long u and long oo sounds.

20. spell words with long a vowel sound - a, a-e, ai, ay.

21. spell words with long o sound - with various spellings - o, oe, ow, oa.

22. spell words with various spellings of the long sound - ish, y, ie, i-e.

23. identify/spell compound words and words with 2 or three syllables and to be able to divide into syllables.

VII.  Biblical Integration

The student will…

1. describe how God used men to accurately write God’s words on paper for man to read. (Exodus 24:3, 4, 7, 12)

2. discuss how God uses writing as a tool to influence people.  (Exodus 31:18, 34:1)

3. discuss the importance of accuracy when man transcribes the Bible and in our daily writing tasks. (Deuteronomy 27:8, Habakkuk 2:2)

4. discuss ways men have copied the Bible for preservation and distribution.

5. will learn to recognize order and rules and realize God and His hand and discipline in every area of life.

6. understand the importance of a Christian to do his best in all preparation

VIII.  Instructional Methods

Instructional methods include teacher-directed instruction, guided practice including oral spelling drills/games, independent practice such as daily spelling workbook activities, and spelling bee participation.  Students also begin writing activities such as sentences, paragraphs, short stories, and book reviews.

IX.  Evaluation 

Evaluation is accomplished through a number of methods.  Weekly spelling bees give teacher an understanding of areas that need additional review.  Weekly pretest and final test enable teacher to assess the mastery of the words studied for each unit.  Daily writing activities allow students to put into practice words learned in their spelling lessons. 

X.  Resources

ACSI - Life Design Spelling Grade 2 

Teacher's Edition

Student Edition

