3rd Grade Bible
Curriculum Guide

I. Introduction

Bible is taught in third grade to help children have a better understanding of who God is and how much He loves them.  The primary focus of Bible is the application of Biblical principles in the life of the student.

II. Educational Philosophy

Third-graders study the life of Christ, the book of Acts and missions.  As students are personally guided through the Gospels, they learn and apply principles from the messages, parables, miracles and life events of Jesus.  Moving into Acts, students see the building of God’s Church as the Gospel spreads through the missionary journeys of Paul and through famous missionaries of history.  Students get a glimpse of famous Christians through the “Portraits of Faith” biographies.  Through “Sword Searches,” they have opportunities to consider the teachings of Scripture in relation to real life problems.  And finally, Jonathan, Amiee and Arf provide delightful interactive opportunities for students to make application of the Word and works of God.

III. Scope and Sequence

Jesus in the Beginning and His Disciples

6 Weeks 

Jesus’ Teachings                                     

6 Weeks

Jesus’ Parables                                                  

6 Weeks

Jesus’ Miracles                                                  

6 Weeks

Jesus’ Death and Resurrection                         

3 Weeks

Early Church and Paul’s Call                            

3 Weeks 

Paul’s Missionary Work and The Work Goes On 
6 Weeks

IV. Time Frame:  
4 - 35 minute sessions per week, 36 weeks duration 

V. Instructional Standards

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 3.1.1:
Understand how the Bible fits together as a book and has different
 types of  writings.

Indicator:



3.1.1.1   Recognize that the Bible can be divided into 66 books. 

Benchmark 3.1.2:
Understand the remarkable love and works of God on behalf of mankind and mankind’s various responses.

Indicators:



3.1.2.1   Recognize that God created the earth and its creatures with the word of His mouth.



3.1.2.2   Recognize that the healing of sick people by Jesus displayed God’s
 power and might to  the Jews.



3.1.2.3   Recognize that God used both mighty works and loving care as Jesus
 developed his  ministry.



3.1.2.4   Describe that God commanded His people to worship Him.



3.1.2.5   Describe that God commanded His people to observe worship and feast
 days to remember and praise Him.



3.1.2.6   Recognize how God provided for His people’s spiritual and physical
 needs during Jesus’ ministry.

Benchmark 3.1.3:
Understand that God has a purpose for his people which continues
 Through out history.

Indicators:



3.1.3.1   Recognize that God gave people the responsibility to care for the earth.



3.1.3.2   Identify how God judges those who sin, but also extends His care and
 mercy to sinners.



3.1.3.3   Understand that God worked out His plan for salvation in history.
Benchmark 3.1.4:
Understand God’s promises and his faithfulness to keep them
despite man’s unfaithfulness.

Indicators:



3.1.4.1   Recognize that God remained faithful to His promises even when His
 people broke trust with Him.



3.1.4.2   Recognize that the Passover supper was instituted to remind the people
of how God had delivered them.
Benchmark 3.1.5:
Understand how God worked through the nation of Israel to bless
all of mankind.

Indicators:


3.1.5.1   Recognize that through Christ, God blessed the entire world through
 Jacob’s family.



3.1.5.2   Recognize that the Ten Commandments apply to our lives as well as the
 Israelites’ lives.

Benchmark 3.1.6:
Understand the redemptive work of Jesus Christ.

Indicator:
3.1.6.1.1  Identify how God had a plan to restore humankind’s relationship with
    God through His Son, Jesus.
3.1.6.1.2   Identify the need for a Savior-man’s sin.
3.1.6.1.3   Recognize the special nature of Jesus Christ as God’s Son.

3.1.6.1.4.1.1   Relate Jesus’ ministry to his God nature.

3.1.6.1.4.1.2   Understand how Jesus’ death on the cross paid the price-death-for sin.

3.1.6.1.4.1.3   Understand how Jesus’ resurrection relates to us.

3.1.6.1.5   Understand Jesus’ present position as our Savior and High Priest.

Benchmark 3.1.7:
Understand Christ’s establishment of the church and its growth.

Indicators: 

3.1.7.1.1   Recognize the role of the disciples in the early development of the
  church.

3.1.7.1.2   Understand the conversion of Saul to Paul.

3.1.7.1.3   Recognize the role of Paul in the early development of the church. 


To meet this standard, the student will:
Benchmark 3.2.1:
Understand that we are created in God’s image for the purpose of
 being in
 relationship with Him.

Indicator:



3.2.1.1   Recognize that God created people to have a close, obedient
 relationship with Him.

Benchmark 3.2.2:
Understand that Sin has separated us from God and made
 relationship with
 him impossible.

Indicators:



3.2.2.1   Recognize that temptations and sin broke people’s relationship with Him.



3.2.2.2   Identify how God judges those who sin.



3.2.2.3   Recognize that the sin and terrible direction of the human race filled
 God’s heart with pain and grief. 

Benchmark 3.2.3:
Understand that God created us with the capacity to choose and
 our choices have consequences. 

Indicator:



3.2.3.1   Recognize that Judas had a choice.


Benchmark 3.2.4:
Understand Jesus as God incarnate.

Indicators:

3.2.4.1.1   Recognize the special nature of Jesus Christ as God’s Son.

3.2.4.1.2   Relate Jesus’ ministry to his God nature.

Benchmark 3.2.5:
Understand that Jesus’ death and resurrection allows for a restored
 relationship with God.

Indicators:



3.2.5.1   Recognize that the Passover elements pointed ahead to Jesus’ sacrifice.



3.2.5.2   Recognize that Communion reminds us of Jesus’ sacrifice for us.

Benchmark 3.2.6:
Understand that as God reveals Himself, we need to make a
Personal response of confession and belief in order to have a 
restored relationship with Him.

Indicator:



3.2.6.1   Recognize that God’s ways are not the same as our ways.

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 3.3.1:
Be caring to others and ourselves by following Jesus’ example

Indicators:



3.3.1.1   Show caring attitudes about others’ work in the classroom as well as own
 work.



3.3.1.2   Practice good stewardship by taking care of the environment and 



everything else God has given us.



3.3.1.3   Show empathy towards others’ joys and struggles.



3.3.1.4   Show signs of loving others how God loves us.

Benchmark 3.3.2:
Be holy as God wants us to be holy

Indicators:



3.3.2.1   Use appropriate language at all times, which means no dirty and vulgar
 talk as well as not taking the Lord’s name in vain.



3.3.2.2   Dress appropriately by not wearing anything too revealing and or that 



may contain unholy messages.



3.3.2.3   Tell the truth and take responsibility for any mistakes.



3.3.2.4   Be trustworthy with other students and all school personnel.

Benchmark 3.3.3:
Be respectful in ways that honors God

Indicators:



3.3.3.1   Respect themselves by practicing good personal hygiene, dressing neatly
 and being proud of being a unique creation of God.



3.3.3.2   Respect others by not touching them, by not fighting, by not putting
 others down and respect adults by addressing them by their formal
 names.



3.3.3.3   Respect property by using trash cans, keeping desks, lockers and walls 



clean.



3.3.3.4   Respect others’ property by borrowing things only when permission has
 been granted and will not browse in other people’s desks without
 permission.

Benchmark 3.3.4:
Be inviting because Christ treated everyone as important

Indicators:



3.3.4.1   Greet people by looking into their eyes when they talk to us.



3.3.4.2   Accept all people for who they are (no judging based on any physical
 characteristic).



3.3.4.3   Invite the whole class if passing out party invitations.



3.3.4.4   Include others in groups, on teams, and on the playground.



3.3.4.5   Making all visitors feel welcome at our school.

Benchmark 3.3.5:
Succeed as God wants us to be successful

Indicators:



3.3.5.1   Define success by each student’s potential, not by comparison.



3.3.5.2   Develop God’s gifts to themselves with the help of the school.



3.3.5.3   Work hard to learn.



3.3.5.4   Believe that everyone can succeed.

Benchmark 3.3.6:
Develop and display good teamwork

Indicators:



3.3.6.1   Recognize that we are all part of God’s team.



3.3.6.2   Display the ability to work in any group and participate for the better of
 that group.



3.3.6.3   Practice good sportsmanship in all aspects of school from grades to
 sporting events.

Benchmark 3.3.7:
Display good listening skills

Indicators:



3.3.7.1   Listen and not talk when the teacher is talking.



3.3.7.2   Listen and not talk when it’s another student’s turn to talk.



3.3.7.3   Make good eye contact when others speak to us.



3.3.7.4   Remember and do what we are asked to do.

Benchmark 3.3.8:
Display a desire for inquiry

Indicators:



3.3.8.1   Want to know why, not just what.



3.3.8.2   Display a curiosity to explore God’s creation.



3.3.8.3   Read, discuss, and think of questions.



3.3.8.4   Be involved in assignments and projects that go beyond easy and
 normal.



3.3.8.5   Try to understand God’s word and begin to practice the word.

Benchmark 3.3.9:
Display kindness in a way that honors Jesus

Indicators:



3.3.9.1   Be good friends by being kind to everyone.



3.3.9.2   Treat others as we would want to be treated.



3.3.9.3   Be positive about others, not writing mean notes or saying mean things to, 



 or about others.

Benchmark 3.3.10:
Put forth the effort to do everything the best way possible

Indicators:



3.3.10.1 Make an effort not an excuse.



3.3.10.2 Show pride in doing their own work.



3.3.10.3 Persevere until an assignment or project is finished.



3.3.10.4 Use given time in class wisely for working on assignments or homework.

VI. Instructional Objectives
The Student will: 

1. Believe God has given promises to me in His Word which He can be trusted to keep.

2. Acknowledge that our daily provisions come from God. 

3. Decide to obey the Lord in all things and depend on His care.

4. Recognize that God never fails to keep His promises.

5. Recognize the holiness of God, and desire to worship Him with a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

6. Wonder at the glory of God as revealed in the study of the life of Christ and the early church in Acts and missions from Paul until now. 

7. Sense the joy of Bible people as they worshipped God 

8. Decide to seek the Lord wholeheartedly in worship, specifically through praise, prayer, and reading God's Word aloud. 

9. Want to obey God's commands because we love Him and know His way is best for us. 

10. Develop a love for God's Word as it tells us about Him and how to have a loving, personal relationship with Him.

11. Recognize and express thanks for God's plan for showing His love to people by sending Jesus, His Son.

12. Express joy over the coming of Jesus because He is God, the Savior.

13. Develop a sense of awe for God as the holy and perfect King, yet warmth in His presence because He is our Father; full of love and forgiveness. 

14. Gain an understanding and appreciation for God's love and forgiveness and the favor of His showers on us. 

15. Trust in God's love and forgiveness through Jesus and affirm one's membership in God's kingdom.

16. Express thanks for God's loving shepherd-care.

17. Believe that Jesus loves us and has power to help us.

18. Trust our loving God to protect us from danger.

19. Believe that Jesus is the Son of God because of the way He displayed God's love and power through the miraculous things He did.

20. Praise God for His love and power displayed through the mighty works of Jesus, the Christ.

21. Praise Jesus our King and follow His example of ministering to others. 

22. Express thanks for God's love and Jesus' death for our sins. 

23. Believe that Jesus Christ has risen from the dead and have hope in eternal life in heaven with Him.

24. Be effective witnesses to all people.

25. Understand that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to live in us and that He gives us power to witness. 

26. Become aware of the needs of others and find ways to help. 

VII. Instructional Methods

In order to enrich the student’s knowledge of the Bible, the teacher will use a variety of methods that include: Bible Scripture memorization, use of art and craft activities to help children study God's word, creative writing to help children express their understanding of the word of God, oral and class discussion.

VIII. Evaluation

Student evaluation will take place through oral discussion, oral recitation of scripture, class participation and blackline Masters

IX. Resources 

ACSI Elementary Bible Teacher's Guide

ACSI Student Bible Workbook

Visual Aids to aid in telling stories

New American Standard Bible

STANDARD 1


The student understands the Bible as God’s story of the redemption of mankind.








STANDARD 2


The student understands the Biblical concepts involved with making an informed commitment to Christ.





STANDARD 3


The student is able to live out Christian love, obedience and service in ways 


appropriate for their spiritual maturity.











Key:  1. Grade 1.1 Standard   1.1.1 Benchmark   1.1.1.1 Indicator
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