3rd Grade Language and Writing
Curriculum Guide

I. Introduction

The study of language is learning how to use words effectively to express God's love to others.  The study of grammar is important because it aids students in expressing themselves clearly and creatively in their communication with others.

II. Educational Philosophy

"These words are written that you may know that you have eternal life" (1 John 5:13).  The study of English serves the high purpose of preparing the student for the grammatical and literal interpretation of the Bible.  This underscores that English is both foundational and vital.  The communication skills of grammar, spelling, and composition are developed "line upon line and precept upon precept" year after year.

III. Scope and Sequence


Kinds of Sentences and Capitalization 


3 weeks


Capitalization Rules and Punctuation



3 weeks


More Punctuation 





3 weeks


Review Capitalization & Punctuation



3 weeks


Plurals, Contractions, Synonyms, Antonyms


3 weeks


Writing letters, Reviews




3 weeks


Using the Dictionary, Writing Book Report


3 weeks


Creative Writing, Helping words



3 weeks


Nouns, Subjects, Verbs




3 weeks


Diagramming, Creative Writing



3 weeks


Adjectives, Reviews





3 weeks


Overall review 






3 weeks 

IV. Time Frame:  5 - 30 minute periods per week; 36 weeks duration.

V. Instructional Standards

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 3W.1.1:
Develop concept and design: ideas and organization

Indicators:



3W.1.1.1   Add appropriate details



3W.1.1.2   Work to organize text with clear beginning, middle, and end



3W.1.1.3   Choose own topic



3W.1.1.4   Represent one main idea or topic in text



3W.1.1.5   Use paragraphs to organize text



3W.1.1.6   Be introduced to transitional words and phrases to facilitate  



    logical order



3W.1.1.7  Write in a variety of genres

Benchmark 3W.1.2:
Use style appropriate to the audience and purpose: voice,  




word choice, and sentence fluency

Indicators:



3W.1.2.1   Communicate own ideas



3W.1.2.2   Describe own experiences



3W.1.2.3   Use colorful language to help create a tone or mood



3W.1.2.4   Begin to demonstrate awareness of the audience when




    selecting voice



3W.1.2.5   Use vocabulary from literature



3W.1.2.6   Use descriptive words in writing



3W.1.2.7   Use a variety of sentence beginnings, structures, and lengths



3W.1.2.8   Distinguish between a sentence and a phrase

Benchmark 3W.1.3:
Apply writing conventions

Indicators:



3W.1.3.1   Write complete sentences



3W.1.3.2   Use capitalization and end punctuation accurately in final draft



3W.1.3.3   Use correct subject-verb agreement



3W.1.3.4   Correctly spells age-level words



3W.1.3.5   Begin to use paragraphs with correct indention



3W.1.3.6   Begin to use correct cursive letter formation and legible




    handwriting



3W.1.3.7   Correctly identify nouns, verbs, and adjectives 


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 3W.2.1:
Write for different audiences

Indicators:



3W.2.1.1   Write for familiar audiences (friends, teachers, relatives)



3W.2.1.2   Share writing with others



3W.2.1.3   Select own writing to publish

Benchmark 3W.2.2:
Write for different purposes

Indicators:



3W.2.2.1   Write in response to teacher’s prompts



3W.2.2.2   Write for different purposes:

· to inform (to narrate)

· to tell what happened

· to describe something

· to learn summarizing paraphrasing, and reflecting

· write for enjoyment (journal, friendly letter, own story)

Benchmark 3W.2.3:
Write in a variety of forms

Indicator:



3W.2.3.1   Write with range of forms (reports, stories, poems, journals,  



     letters, reading responses, logs)

Benchmark 3W.2.4:
Write for real-life applications (narratives)

Indicators:



3W.2.4.1   Write an autobiography



3W.2.4.2   Write letters



3W.2.4.3   Make personal journal entries

Benchmark 3W.2.5:
Understand that God recognizes writing as a powerful tool to influence people

Indicators:



3W.2.5.1   Integrate Christian world view into a variety of written styles  



    (poems, journals, reports and  stories)



3W.2.5.2   Write in a manner consistent with Christian values and world  



    view


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 3W.3.1:
Pre-write

Indicators:



3W.3.1.1   Make connections from prior knowledge and experience



3W.3.1.2   Brainstorm for ideas



3W.3.1.3   Begin to use a variety of graphic organizers (ex. Story mapping)



3W.3.1.4   Discuss ideas with others



3W.3.1.5   Discover and explore resources in school

Benchmark 3W.3.2:   Draft

Indicators:



3W.3.2.1   Write stories spelling grade-level words



3W.3.2.2   Continue to organize ideas (form complete phrases, sentences  



    and thoughts)



3W.3.2.3   Structure thoughts coherently

Benchmark 3W.3.3:
Revise

Indicators:



3W.3.3.1   Share writing with others



3W.3.3.2   Begin to use word processing skills to write and revise



3W.3.3.3   Use six-trait model criteria when revising



3W.3.3.4   Continue using peer and teacher editing

Benchmark 3W.3.4:
Edit

Indicators:



3W.3.4.1   Continue to edit for conventional spelling and grammar in final  



    draft



3W.3.4.2   Add missing or necessary words and or ideas as needed



3W.3.4.3   Use dictionary, thesaurus, and other reference materials



3W.3.4.4   Edit for proper capitalization and punctuation

Benchmark 3W.3.5:
Publish

Indicators:



3W.3.5.1   Select a display from and publish option (book, poster, etc.)



3W.3.5.2   Use technology when appropriate and available



3W.3.5.3   Share writing with familiar audience



3W.3.5.4   Produce a legible final product


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 3W.4.1:
Assess own strengths and needs for improvement

Indicators:



3W.4.1.1   Continue to view self as a writer



3W.4.1.2   Continue to understand need for revising and editing work



3W.4.1.3   Use established six-trait scoring criteria to reflect on and improve  


    writing

Benchmark 3W.4.2:
Seek and offer feedback

Indicators:



3W.4.2.1   Offer constructive feedback using established six-trait terms



3W.4.2.2   Accept and use feedback on own writing when appropriate

VI. Instructional Objectives


Student will 

1. Identify and use nouns (common and proper), verbs, (actions and state 

                of being), adjectives and adverbs.


2.  Identify subject and verb.

3.  Identify and write a complete sentence.

4.  Identify a sentence as declarative, interrogative, and exclamatory.


5.  Identify the rules for correct capitalization and punctuation.


6.  Use correct capitalization and punctuation (periods and commas).


7.  Combine short sentences and to define a paragraph.


8.  Combine sentences into paragraphs.


9.  Identify correct word usage (regular and irregular verbs).


10.  Form singular and plural forms of regular and irregular nouns.

11.  Formulate common contractions and identify words making up 

      contractions.


12.  Identify synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms.

13.  Identify Parts of Speech


A.  Common and proper nouns

B.  Verbs:  action and state of being

C.  Adjectives

D. Adverbs

14.  Recognize Sentence Structure

A.  Recognize complete sentences and crating in each student a desire to evaluate that which is read, heard, and observed by using the Bible as the first element.

B. Recognize types of sentences (declarative, interrogative, and exclamatory)

C. Recognize subjects and verbs (action and state of being)

15.  Identify proper Capitalization

A.  First word of every sentence.

B.  Days of the month.

C.  Months of the year.

D.  Holidays and special calendar days.

E.  Names referring to God.

F.  Names of particular persons, places, things, and initials.

G. First word and every important word in titles of books, stories, poems, and songs.

H.  The word "I".

16.  Identify proper Punctuation


A. Using periods at the end of declarative sentences.

B. Using periods at the end of initials and abbreviations.

C. Using commas after yes and no at the beginning of each sentence.

D. Using commas after comas after names of towns, states, separate words in series, separate parts of a date.

17.  Identify Word Study

A. Plurals

B. Contractions

C.  Synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms

D. Dictionary skills

E.  Helping, being and irregular verbs

18.  Apply proper Composition



A. Writing good sentences

B.  Combining short sentences

C.  Writing friendly letters

D.  Writing about a picture in descriptive terms

E.  Creative writing

F. Creating in each student an awareness of Biblical history by   using stories from the Bible.

VII. Bible Integration

Specific objectives have been integrated with the Instructional Objectives of the course listed above. 

VIII.   Methods

The teacher will use a variety of methods to help enrich the student’s knowledge such as: book reports projects, P & A, Spelling Games, plays and Drama.

IX. Evaluation 

The teacher will use a variety of evaluative procedures including tests, quizzes, homework, observations, and class discussions.

X. Resources

Teacher Edition (Language 3 Third Edition) A Beka Book

Language 3 Student Test  

Student Language 3

Teacher Key to Language 3 Student Test

STANDARD 1


The student writes clearly and effectively.








STANDARD 2


The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes








STANDARD 3


The student understands and uses the steps of the writing process.








STANDARD 4


The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written work.











Key 1 Grade  1.1 Standard  1.1.1 Benchmark  1.1.1. 1 Indicator
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