
3rd Grade Social Studies

Curriculum Guide

I. Introduction

Social Studies in the third grade is a developmental program which teaches history, geography, economics, culture and government.  It will also enrich the student’s knowledge of God and Christian character.

II. Educational Philosophy

The study of the history of the world and the features of the earth show us illustrations of God’s wisdom, omnipotence, sovereignty, and benevolence.  What a student learns in this class can affect his spiritual growth and ministry.  While this course includes many history concepts and geographic skills, it also emphasizes Christian philosophy, character, and attitudes.

III. Scope and Sequence

The United States Constitution



3 Weeks
The French Revolution




3 Weeks
Physical Maps of the United States


3 Weeks
The American Frontier




4 Weeks
American Folktales




3 Weeks 

American Civil War




10 Weeks
American Celebrations and Holidays


3 Weeks
Building Railroads




3 Weeks
Wild West 





4 Weeks
IV. Time Frame:  
3 – 4/ 30 minute periods per week; 36 week duration.

V. Instructional Standards

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 3.1.1:
Chronology:  Construct time lines to demonstrate an
understanding of units of time and chronological order
Indicators:



3.1.1.1   Define and measure time by years, decades and centuries



3.1.1.2   Place local historical events in sequential order on a time line

Benchmark 3.1.2:
Settlement:  Describe the cultural patterns that are evident in North
America today as a result of exploration, colonization and conflict
Indicator:
3.1.2.1.1   Recognize results of Latin American culture in USA due to
    Spanish/Mexican heritage
3.1.2.1.2   Compare place of Indian reservations today with historical 

    development

Benchmark 3.1.3
Growth:  Explain how new developments led to the growth of the
United States 

Indicator:



3.1.3.1   Describe changes in the community over time including changes in:





a.  Businesses





b.  Architecture





c.  Physical features





d.  Employment





e.  Education





f.  Transportation





g.  Technology





h.  Religion





i.   Recreation

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 3.2.1:
Cultures:  Compare practices and products of North American
cultural groups

Indicators:



3.2.1.1   Compare some of the cultural practices and products of various groups
 of people who have lived in the local community including:

a. Artistic expression

b. Religion

c. Language

d. Food

3.2.1.2   Compare the cultural practices and products of the local community
 with those of other communities in the United States and countries of the
 world

Benchmark 3.2.2:
Interaction:  Explain the reasons people from various cultural
 groups came to North America and the consequences of their
 interactions with each other 
Indicator:
3.2.2.1.1   Describe settlement patterns of various cultural groups within the local
    community
3.2.2.1.2   Explain reasons for original settlers’ arrival in North America


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 3.3.1:
Location:  Use map elements or coordinates to locate physical
and human features of North America
Indicators:

3.3.1.1   Use political maps, physical maps and aerial photographs to ask and
 answer questions about the 
local community

3.3.1.2   Use a compass rose and cardinal directions to describe the relative
 location of places

3.3.1.3   Read and interpret maps by using the map title, map key, direction
 indicator and symbols to answer questions about the local community

3.3.1.4   Use a number/letter grid system to locate physical and human features
 on a map

3.3.1.5   Identify the location of the equator, Arctic Circle, Antarctic Circle, North
 Pole, South Pole, Prime Meridian, the tropics and the hemispheres on
 maps and globes

Benchmark 3.3.2:
Places and Regions:  Identify the physical and human
characteristics of places and 
regions in North America
Indicator:



3.3.2.1   Identify and describe the landforms and climate, vegetation, population
 and economic characteristics of the local community

Benchmark 3.3.3:
Human Environmental Interaction:  Identify and explain ways
people have affected the physical environment of North America
and analyze the positive and negative consequences 
Indicator:



3.3.3.1   Identify ways that physical characteristics of the environment (i.e.,
 landforms, bodies of water, climate and vegetation) affect and have
been modified by the local community

Benchmark 3.3.4:
Movement:  Analyze ways that transportation and communication
 relate to patterns of settlement and economic activity
Indicator:  



3.3.4.1   Identify systems of transportation used to move people and products and
 systems of communication used to move ideas from place to place


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 3.4.1:
Production, Distribution and Consumption:  Explain why
entrepreneurship, capital goods, technology, specialization and
division of labor are important in the production of goods and 
services 
Indicators:



3.4.1.1   Identify people who purchase goods and services as consumers and
 people who make goods or provide services as producers




3.4.1.2   Categorize economic activities as examples of production or
 consumption



3.4.1.3   Explain the advantages and disadvantages of specialization and the
 division of labor to produce items

Benchmark 3.4.2:
Markets:  Explain how competition affects producers and
consumers in a market economy and why specialization facilitates
trade
Indicators: 



3.4.2.1   Identify different forms of money used over time, and recognize that
 money facilitates the purchase of goods, services and resources and
 enables savings



3.4.2.2   Explain how the local community is an example of a market where buyers
 and sellers exchange goods and services




3.4.2.3   Identify examples of economic competition in the local community



To meet this standard, the student will:
Benchmark 3.5.1:
Role of Government:  Identify the responsibilities of the branches of
 the U.S. government and explain why they are necessary
Indicators:



3.5.1.1   Explain the major functions of local government including:

a. Promoting order and security

b. Making laws

c. Settling disputes

d. Providing public services

e. Protecting the rights of individuals



3.5.1.2   Identify goods and services provided by local government, why people
 need them and the source of funding (taxation)



3.5.1.3   Define power and authority



3.5.1.4   Explain why the use of power without legitimate authority is unjust (e.g.,
 bullying, stealing)

Benchmark 3.5.2
Rules and Laws:  Give examples of documents that specify the
structure of state and 
national governments in the United States
and explain how these documents foster self-government in a
democracy 
Indicator:
3.5.2.1.1   Identify and understand the reason for the following documents
a. Mayflower Compact

b. Articles of Confederation

c. Constitution

d. Bill of Rights

e. Emancipation Proclamation


To meet this standard, the student will:


Benchmark 3.6.1:
Participation:  Explain how citizens take part in civic life in order to
 promote the common good 

Indicators:



3.6.1.1   Describe how people help to make the community a better place in
 which to live including:

a. Working to preserve the environment

b. Helping the homeless

c. Restoring houses in low-income areas

d. Supporting education

e. Planning community events

f. Starting a business



3.6.1.2   Demonstrate effective citizenship traits including:

a. Civility

b. Respect for the rights and dignity of each person

c. Volunteerism

d. Compromise

e. Compassion

f. Persistence in achieving goals

g. Civic-mindedness


Benchmark 3.6.2:
Rights and Responsibilities:  Identify rights and responsibilities of
citizenship in the United States that are important for preserving
democratic government

Indicator:



3.6.2.1   Describe the responsibilities of citizenship with emphasis on:

a. Voting

b. Obeying laws

c. Respecting the rights of others

d. Being informed about current issues

e. Paying taxes

To meet this standard, the student will:


Benchmark 3.7.1:
Obtaining Information:  Obtain information from a variety of
primary and secondary sources using the component parts of the
source

Indicators:
3.7.1.1   Obtain information about local issues from a variety of sources including:
a. Maps

b. Photos

c. Oral histories

d. Newspapers

e. Letters

f. Artifacts
g. Documents



3.7.1.2    Locate information using various parts of a source including:

a. The table of contents

b. Title page

c. Illustrations

d.  Keyword searches


Benchmark 3.7.2:
Thinking and Organizing:  Use a variety of sources to organize
 information and draw inferences

Indicators:



3.7.2.1   Identify possible cause and effect relationships



3.7.2.2   Read and interpret pictographs, bar graphs and charts


Benchmark 3.7.3:
Communicating Information:  Communicate social studies
 information using graphs or tables

Indicator:



3.7.3.1   Communicate information using pictographs and bar graphs


Benchmark 3.7.4:
Problem Solving: Use problem-solving skills to make decisions
individually and in groups

Indicator:



3.7.4.1   Use a problem-solving/decision-making process which includes
a. Identifying a problem

b. Gathering information

c. Listing and considering options

d. Considering advantages and disadvantages of options

e. Choosing and implementing a solution

VI. Instructional Objectives 


The third grade social studies student will be able to:

1.  Describe George Washington’s role in the formation of a new government.

2.  Define the Constitutional Convention and understand its significance.



3.  Define the Articles of Confederation.



4.  Define the Mayflower Compact.



5.  Define the United States Constitution



6.  Identify the Preamble to the Constitution

7.  Identify the Bill of Rights as a list of freedoms given to all Americans

8.  Understand how the Constitution protects the rights of all citizens and how we
     should respect, honor, and obey those in authority over us; Rom. 13:1-7, 1 Peter
     2:13-19, Hebrews 13:17

9.  Explain that salvation results from God’s direct action – it is the “gift of God”



10.  Learn about key figures of French government 



11.  Identify Louis XVI as the king of France in 1789



12.  Identify Paris as the capital of France



13.  List the three parts of French government



14.  Explain the significance of the Storming of the Bastille in 1789

15. Identify Napoleon Bonaparte as the emperor of France after the Revolution
     and know that with the help of God we are able to have control and not act 
     out of anger;Gal.5:24,Acts 20:24, 2Tim. 1:7



16.  Identify three types of land on the continental US

17.  Identify a characteristic of the Prairie and an animal found there

18. Identify a characteristic of the Rocky Mountains and an animal found there

19.  List a characteristic of The Great Forest and an animal found there and be
      able to recognize that God is sovereign over all creation Rom.8:28

20.  Understand that God has carefully prepared every living thing for the land in
      which it will live. 

21.  Identify mountains and lakes as physical features on a map

22.  Understand that we should be friendly to one another as the family of God
       Prov.18:24, 17:17, Isaiah 50:24, James 3:2-13

23.  Know that President Jefferson purchased the Louisiana Territory from France in
      1803

24.  Identify Lewis and Clark as the two main men who explored this territory

25.  Name Sacajawea as the Shoshone Indian guide who led Lewis and Clark

26. Identify James Beckwourth as finding a pass over the Rocky Mountains

27.  Understand that we should give to God cheerfully and give to others
       unselfishly 2Cor. 9:6-8, Prov.3:9-10, Luke 6:38

28.  Identify the US national anthem

29.  Identify Francis Scott Key as the writer of our national anthem

30.  Identify the westward journey of the Cherokee Indians as the Trail of Tears

31.  Explain the California Gold Rush of 1849

32.  Define the term “forty-niners”

33.  Understand that God sustains us and provides for our every need 

       2 Peter 1:14, Phil.4:6, 1Peter 5:7

34.  Distinguish between a fable, folktale, parable, legend, and tall tale

35.  Understand the type of story Christ used to teach a lesson was called a 
       parable

36.  Understand that the Holy Bible is the final authority, the undisputed Word of 
       God, Heb. 4:12, Jer. 23:29, Psalm 119, 1Peter 1:23-25

37.  Identify regions of the US such as: Midwest, Southwest, Northeast, Pacific
       Coast, Southeast, and Rocky Mountains

38.  Locate their town and state on a map 

39.  Locate landmarks in each region

40.  Read maps to answer questions

41.  Understand that all of God’s creation glorifies and praises Him, Col. 1:12-21,
       Eph.1:17-23, Phil.2:9-12, Gal.6:14

42.  Identify Eli Whitney as the inventor of the cotton gin

43.  Identify free states and slave states before the Civil War

44.  Know that states in the south made themselves into a new country called the
      Confederacy

45.  Identify Abraham Lincoln as the President during the Civil War

46.  Recognize the north as the Union states

47.  Understand that God is able to keep us from sin, Rom. 8:3-4

48.  Understand that Jesus lives at the right hand of God and is our intercessor,
       Heb. 7:25, John 17:20

49.  Sequence the events of the war between the US and Mexico

50.  Know when Texas becomes a state

51.  Recognize Stephen Foster as a great American composer

52.  List several songs written by Stephen Foster

53.  Read a line graph

54.  Understand that music is a form of worship described in the Bible, 2Sam.
       6:5,Psalm 44:9, Psalm 68:25

55.  Identify the war song of the Union  (North)

56.  Identify the war song of the Confederacy (South)

57.  Name the president of the Union and of the Confederacy during the Civil
       War

58.  Describe the uniforms worn by the north and south during the Civil War.

59.  Name the capital of the north and south during the Civil War 

60.  Identify key figures of the Civil war such as : Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson,
       Ulysses S. Grant, Abraham Lincoln and John Wilkes Booth

61. Understand that great and faithful men of God stood for righteousness, 
      2Chron. 7:14, Acts 1:8, 1John 5;4, Eph. 6:11-14, 1Peter 5: 8-9

62.  Examine the origins of various national holidays: Memorial Day,
       Independence Day, President’s Day, Columbus Day, Thanksgiving and
       Christmas.

63.  Become familiar with railroad companies and railroad terminology

64.  Define transcontinental railroad

65.  Describe the way a locomotive works

66.  Define The Homestead Act 

67.  Identify Frank and Jesse James

68.  Identify General George Custer and his “last stand”

69.  Define the Battle at Wounded Knee

VII. Bible Integration

Specific objectives have been integrated with the Instructional Objectives of the course listed above. 

VIII. Methods

While teaching third grade Social Studies, the teacher may choose to incorporate a variety of teaching methods that include lecture, class discussion, plays, journal writing and group projects

IX. Evaluation

Tests, quizzes, supplemental activity pages, journal entries and class participation will be used for student evaluation.

X. Resources


Library books

Historical films

Bible

Heritage Studies 3 for Christian schools (student text) Bob Jones University Press

Heritage Studies 3 Teacher Edition

Student Notebook

Heritage Studies 3 Test student test booklet

Heritage Studies 3 Teacher Answer Key




STANDARD 1


History


From a biblical perspective the student uses materials drawn from the diversity of human experience to analyze and interpret significant events, patterns and themes in the history of the United States and the world.





STANDARD 2


People in Societies


The student will use knowledge of perspectives, practices and products of cultural, ethnic and social groups to analyze the impact of their commonality and diversity within local, national, regional and global settings.





STANDARD 3


Geography


The student will use knowledge of geographic locations, patterns and processes to show the interrelationship between the physical environment and human activity, and to explain the interactions that occur in an increasingly interdependent world.





STANDARD 4


Economics


The student will use economic reasoning skill, Christian stewardship principles, and knowledge of major economic concepts, issues and systems in order to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers and citizens in an interdependent world





STANDARD 5


Government


The student will use knowledge of the purposes, structures and processes of political systems at the local, state, national and international levels to understand that people create systems of government as structures of power and authority to provide order, maintain stability and promote the general welfare.





STANDARD 6


Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities


The student will use knowledge of theGod-given rights and responsibilities of citizenship in order to examine and evaluate civic ideals and to participate in community life and the American democratic system





STANDARD 7


Social Studies Skills and Methods


The students will collect, organize, evaluate and synthesize information from multiple sources to draw logical conclusions. Students communicate this information using appropriate social studies terminology in oral, written or multimedia form and apply what they have learned to societal issues in simulated or real-world settings.








Key:  1. Grade/Focus Area   1.1 Standard   1.1.1 Benchmark   1.1.1.1 Indicator

FBS Curriculum, Social Studies, Grade 3

