3rd Grade Spelling

Curriculum Guide

I. Introduction

Spelling is taught to third graders to help them have the ability and confidence to communicate in written word for pleasure and work.  It is an important tool to help the children be able to learn more about the Bible and to communicate God's Word to others.

II. Educational Philosophy and Biblical Integration

The study of Spelling prepares the student for the grammatical interpretation of the Bible through the used of phonetic instruction, grammatical rules, Bible stories and moral principles.  This underscores that the English language is both foundational and vital for comprehension of the Bible.  

III. Scope and Sequence

Consonants, short vowels, double letters


6 weeks

Suffixes: s, es, ed, ing, er, and est 



6 weeks

Vowel diagraphs 





6 weeks

More vowel diagraphs and blends



6 weeks

Consonant diagraphs





6 weeks

Schwa and final syllables




6 weeks

IV. Time Frame:  5/30 minutes a day periods a week – 36 weeks duration.

V. Instructional Standards 
See Reading and Language 

VI.  Instructional Goals

1. Teacher will help the child be able to use words correctly and communicate in written word using the Bible as an important example.

2. Teacher will help child locate words in areas such as dictionary, encyclopedia and Bible and then use them as a tool in their oral and written communication.

VII. Instructional Objectives


The student will:

1. Use the Bible scriptures and stories as an important example of communication and an example for written works.

2. Spell words correctly and know the meanings of a given list of words each week.

3. Use the words effectively in a sentence (orally and written).

4. Identify phonetically based words.

5. Identify prefixes and suffixes.

6. Recognize pronunciation symbols, accent marks, and syllable markings.

7. Identify compound words and base words.

8. Identify stressed syllables.

9. Divide 2 and 3 syllable words for syllabication.

10. Alphabetize words to the 4th and 5th letters.

11. Identify contractions.

12. Recognize synonyms, homonyms, antonyms, plurals and singular words.

13. Capitalize proper names and realize all names referring to and involving God must be capitalized.

14. Recognize and spell personal letters and abbreviations.

15. Apply spelling rules to familiar words.

16. Spell words with silent consonants and vowels.

17. Recognize misspelled words.

18. Locate given words in the dictionary (definitions, pronunciations and in Scripture verses).

19. Examine multiple meanings of words in dictionary and identify 
appropriate meaning.

20. Learn to take sentence dictation.

21. Match words with definitions.

22. Learn to categorize words by word families.

23. Learn to recognize analogies and use the analogies in the Bible as examples.

24. Identify and spell words with the following characteristics:



Consonants and short vowels

Double letters

Long vowels

Long and short ea

Long oo

R controlled vowel digraphs

Au sound

Vowel digraphs - oi, oy; ou,ow

Final blends; final blends silent letters

Consonant digraphs and blends

Hard and soft c and g

Consonant and syllables

Schwa plus n

Final syllables tion and sion

VIII. Biblical Integration
The student will find at least one or more sections in their workbook giving biblical integration each week.  The student will know that God gave man His written Word with clear and precise meaning.  Since there are no errors in God’s Word, the student should communicate clearly using correct spelling as well.

IX. Evaluation Techniques

Evaluation will be in the form of oral and written classroom response, weekly pretest and actual test on words.

X. Resources

ACSI Life Design Spelling Grade 3 Student Workbook

ACSI Life Design Spelling Grade 3 Teacher's Edition

Bible (NAS)

Key 1 Grade  1.1 Standard  1.1.1 Benchmark  1.1.1.1 Indicator

FBS Curriculum, Spelling, Grade 3


