4th Grade Language and Writing
Curriculum Guide

I. Introduction
God communicates to man through His word. It is through His written word that students learn both the character and nature of God. Students will learn that language has structure and in that structure lays the basis for clear communication. 

II. Educational Philosophy

"These words are written that you may know that you have eternal life" (1 John 5:13).  The study of English helps prepare the student for the grammatical and literal interpretation of the Bible.  Language focuses mainly on communication through grammar, spelling, and composition.

III. Scope and Sequence

Writing good sentences





3 Weeks

Writing friendly letters, thank you notes, post cards


3 Weeks
Learning to use commas, end marks, and quotation marks

3 Weeks

Using apostrophes, colons, and underlining



3 Weeks

Introduce parts of speech





3 Weeks

Nouns, Subjects, Diagramming 




3 Weeks

Plural nouns, pronouns






3 Weeks

Identifying adjectives






3 Weeks

Adverbs







3 Weeks

Prepositions, Dictionary Skills





3 Weeks

Subject/Verb Agreement





3 Weeks



Review








3 Weeks
IV. Time Frame:  5/40 minutes period per week; 36 week duration.

 V.  Instruction Standards

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 4W.1.1:  Develop concept and design: ideas and organization

Indicators:



4W.1.1.1   Include appropriate detail



4W.1.1.2   Organize text with clear beginning, middle, and end  





      (spatial and sequential)



4W.1.1.3   Choose own topic



4W.1.1.4   Represent one main idea or topic in text



4W.1.1.5   Use paragraphs to organize text



4W.1.1.6   Use transitional words and phrases to facilitate logical 

  



      order



4W.1.1.7   Write in a variety of genres



4W.1.1.8   Introduce the use of examples of details, facts, and/or  





      reason to support logical arguments

Benchmark 4W.1.2:  Use style appropriate to the audience and purpose:   



             

voice, word choice, and sentence fluency

Indicators:



4W.1.2.1   Communicate own perspective and ideas



4W.1.2.2   Describe experiences in a lively and confident manner



4W.1.2.3   Demonstrate awareness of audience when selecting 

  



      voice



4W.1.2.4   Use patterns and vocabulary from literature



4W.1.2.5   Introduce and use figurative language and imagery



4W.1 2 6   Use words in more than one context



4W.1.2.7   Use voice appropriate to the purpose



4W.1.2.8   Use a variety of sentence beginnings, structures, and  

 



      lengths

Benchmark 4W.1.3:  Apply writing conventions

Indicators:



4W.1.3.1   Write complete sentences



4W.1.3.2   Use capitalization and end punctuation accurately in   





      final draft



4W.1.3.3   Use correct subject-verb agreement



4W.1.3.4   Spell age-level words correctly in rough draft



4W.1.3.5   Use paragraphs correctly



4W.1.3.6   Use correct cursive letter formation and legible  






      handwriting



4W.1.3.7   Continue to develop concept of noun, verb, adjective,   




      and pronoun



4W.1.3.8   Introduce adverbs, interjections, and helping and linking   




      verbs 


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark: 4W.2.1:  Write for different audiences

Indicators:



4W.2.1.1   Write for self, teacher, or other personally known  





                 audiences



4W.2.1.2   Show awareness of audience needs



4W.2.1.3   Share writing with others



4W.2.1.4   Select own writing to publish
Benchmark 4W.2.2:
Write for different purposes

Indicators:



4W.2.2.1   Write in response to teacher’s prompt



4W.2.2.2   Write for different purposes including:

· to tell about something (narrate / inform)

· to tell what happened

· to describe something

· to learn summarizing, reflecting, paraphrasing and note taking

· to imagine

· to direct



4W.2.2.3   Write for enjoyment



4W.2.2.4   Write to satisfy need for expression
Benchmark 4W.2.3:  Write in a variety of forms

Indicator:



4W.2.3.1   Write using range of forms (reports, poetry, experiments,  





      research,  reports, stories, narrative journal)

Benchmark 4W.2.4:  Write for real-life applications

Indicators:



4W.2.4.1   Identify the kinds of documents one might be required to 
  



      write in real life



4W.2.4.2   Write non-technical documents that could be used in a  
 



      
     real life setting such as memos, letters, directions, recipes,   




      biographies, and autobiographies.



4W.2.4.3   Cite sources when writing reports or technical documents  

 


      (title, author, URL for internet sources)

Benchmark 4W.2.5:   Understand that God recognizes writing as a powerful tool to  



influence people

Indicators:



4W.2.5.1   Integrate Christian world view into a variety of written 

  



       styles (poems, journals, reports and stories)



4W.2.5.2   Write in a manner consistent with Christian values and  

 



      world view

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 4W.3.1:
Pre-write

Indicators:



4W.3.1.1   Brainstorm ideas to enhance content



4W.3.1.2   Use graphic organizers to plan



4W.3.1.3   Generate ideas by recalling experiences



4W.3.1.4   Explore resources in schools, libraries, and community



4W.3.1.5   Use available technology (such as simple word- processor)

Benchmark 4W.3.2:
Draft
Indicators:



4W.3.2.1   Form complete phrases, sentences, and thoughts



4W.3.2.2   Structure thoughts coherently

Benchmark 4W.3.3:
Revise

Indicators:



4W.3.3.1   Add appropriate language and/or graphics to enhance 
 



      text and style



4W.3.3.2   Use word processing to write and revise text (as available)



4W.3.3.3   Use six-trait model scoring criteria when revising



4W.3.3.4   Collect input from others

Benchmark 4W.3.4:
Edit

Indicators:



4W.3.4.1   Correct common errors in spelling, punctuation, and   





      capitalization

· High frequency spelling words

· Capital letters for beginning of sentences, proper names, and

titles

· End punctuation and commas



4W.3.4.2   Add missing or necessary words and/or ideas as needed



4W.3.4.3   Use appropriate reference tools (dictionary, thesaurus,   





      and technology)



4W.3.4.4   Edit for grade level convention

Benchmark 4W.3.5.1:
Publish

Indicators:



4W.3.5.1   Select publication options and display form (such as a  





      book or poster)



4W.3.5.2   Use technology, when appropriate

· keyboarding

· simple graphics

· media



4W.3.5.3   Share with appropriate audience



4W.3.5.4   Produce legible final product


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 4W 4.1:
Assess own strengths and need for improvement

Indicators:



4W.4.1.1   View self as a writer



4W.4.1.2   Use established six-trait criteria to reflect on and improve   




       writing



4W.4.1.3   Continue to understand need for revising and editing  

 



     work

Benchmark 4W.4.2:
Seek and offer feedback

Indicators:



4W.4.2.1   Offer positive feedback on others’ writing using six-trait 

   



      terms



4W.4.2.2   Accept and use feedback on own writing when   





     appropriate

VI. Instructional Goals

The student will be able:

1.  Write the four basic types of sentences and punctuate them correctly.


2.  Write good, interesting sentences.


3.  Demonstrate dictionary skills 


4.  Recognize and use all eight parts of speech.


5.  Write a friendly letter, thank you note, business letter, and post card.


6.  Form contractions, possessives, and plurals accurately.


7.  Learn the basic steps in writing a good report.


8.  Write and give oral book reports.


9.  Write a story having a logical progression of thought.


10.  Correctly use troublesome words.


11.  Identify and diagram subjects, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs.

VII. Instructional Objectives
The student will:

1.  Recognize and write good, complete sentences. (God wants us to communicate clearly in written form as He demonstrated in giving us His Word.) 
recognize sentence fragments. 

2.  Review and apply capitalization rules 

3.  Write and use end marks, commas, quotations marks, apostrophes, colons, and underlining correctly (God is a God of order and has set forth patterns in order to communicate clearly.)

4.  Write friendly letters, business letters, postcards, and thank you notes. (Students can use forms of letter writing to encourage the body of Christ )

5.  Identify subjects and predicates - simple and compound.

6.  Make subjects and verbs agree. 

7.  Recognize and use all eight parts of speech: (use the example: just as there are many parts of the body so there are the different parts of speech with their specific purposes. (Rom. 12:4,5)


A.  Nouns - common and proper

B.  Verbs - action, state of being, helping, verb phrases, principal parts of verbs


C.  Pronouns - subjective, objective, possessive, antecedents.


D.  Adjectives


E.  Adverbs


F.  Prepositions and prepositional phrases


G.  Conjunctions


H.  Interjections

8.  Diagram subjects and verbs

9.  Diagram pronouns subjects

10.  Diagram adverbs

VIII. Biblical Integration

Specific objectives have been integrated with the Instructional Objectives of the course listed above. 

IX. Instructional Methods
The methods used in teaching language include the following: lecture, guided practice and demonstration, games, and drill.

 X. Evaluation

Students will be evaluated through tests, teacher observation and daily work.
XI. Resources

God’s Gift of Language 4 (A Beka Curriculum)


God’s Gift of Language 4 Text Book


God’s Gift of Language 4 Test Booklet


World Book Encyclopedia


Webster’s Elementary Dictionary
  STANDARD 4


The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written work.














   STANDARD 3


The student understands and uses the steps of the writing process.


  











     STANDARD 2


The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes.











     STANDARD 1


The student writes clearly and effectively.
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