4th Grade Spelling
Curriculum Guide

I. Introduction
Spelling is taught to fourth graders to acquire the assurance of being able to communicate their thoughts and expressions through the written form.  Spelling provides a foundation tool essential for students to properly read God’s Word and be able to communicate it to others.
II. Educational Philosophy

Spelling is the written form of communication which helps build and maintain relationships.  Just as God communicates clearly through His Word, so should our students.  Correct spelling ensures that the message will be clear, it reflects a careful and conscientious writer, and it helps the reader to understand what is being communicated.
III. Scope and Sequence
Short Vowel Sounds, shwa






6 Weeks
Short and Long Vowel Sounds






6 Weeks
Vowel Digraphs, shwa, vowel r





6 Weeks
R Controlled Vowel Digraphs, prefixes, suffixes 



6 Weeks
Suffix, accented/unaccented syllables




6 Weeks
Consonants blends, hard & soft c, review




6 Weeks
IV. Time Frame:  5/30 minute periods per week, 36 week duration.
V. Instructional Standards 

  See Reading and Language
VI. Instructional Goals
1. The student will learn the correct spelling, meaning, and usage of given words. 

2. The student will learn correct spelling through the use of three basic strategies: sound-letter relationships, visual memory, and semantic relationships (word meanings).

3. The student will seek to spell correctly in each written assignment knowing that it reflects an attention to detail, and in so doing, it brings glory to God.

VII. Instructional Objectives
1. The student will be able to spell words with the long and short vowel sounds.  

2. The student will be able to identify and spell words with the vowel digraphs ou, ow, our and au sound.

3. The student will be able to spell words with short vowel plus r and r controlled vowel digraphs

4. The student will be able to identify root (base) words.

5. The student will be able to develop word families by adding suffixes and prefixes to root words.

6. The student will be able to identify meanings of words through definitions, word families, related words, classifications, analogies, antonyms, synonyms, and multiple meanings.

7. The student will demonstrate mastery of given rules each week by correctly spelling each list of words.

VIII. Biblical Integration

The student will find at least one or more sections in their workbook giving biblical integration each week.  The student will know that God gave man His written Word with clear and precise meaning.  Since there are no errors in God’s Word, the student should communicate clearly using correct spelling as well.

IX. Methods
The methods used in spelling are as follows: teacher instruction/demonstration from the chalkboard, writing words in sentences, using puzzles, say, spell, say; and color coding.

 X. Evaluation
Student evaluation will take place through workbooks, weekly spelling tests and teacher observation.
XI. Resources

Spelling Life Design (ACSI Curriculum)

Spelling Life Design Student Booklet
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