5th Grade Language and Writing
Curriculum Guide
I.  Introduction

Language is a gift from God.  Proper use of this gift will enable students to communicate more effectively.  Students will be taught grammar in composition and oral usage.  They will see how each word has a purpose/job in a sentence and how sentences fit together to form a paragraph.  "Students will be guided to develop complete and orderly thought to learn to reason and think".

II. Educational Philosophy

"These words are written that you may know that you have eternal life" (1 John 5:13).  The study of English serves the high purpose of preparing the student for the grammatical and literal interpretation of the Bible.  This underscores that English is both foundational and vital.  The communication skills of grammar, spelling, and composition are developed "line upon line and precept upon precept" year after year.

III. Scope and Sequence

Verbs







3 weeks

Nouns 







3 weeks

Sentences, Diagramming 




2 weeks

Pronouns 






4 weeks

Modifiers: Adjectives, adverbs, Diagramming 

4 weeks

Prepositions, Conjunctions, Interjections


3 weeks

Punctuations, Letter Writing, Outlines



3 weeks

Quotations and Capitals




3 weeks

Writing Book Reports and Research Papers
 

5 weeks

Word Usage (Dictionary, Thesaurus, Synonyms,

 Antonyms, Homonyms, Alphabetical order) 


3 weeks

Sentences Completers (Direct and Indirect Object, 

Linking verbs, Predicate Nominatives) 


3 weeks 

IV. Time Frame: 5 – 45 minute sessions per week – 36 weeks in duration.

V.   Instructional Standards


STANDARD 1

The student writes clearly and effectively

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 5W.1.1:    Develop concept and design:  ideas and organization

Indicators:  Ideas


5W.1.1.1   Elaborate on detail without losing focus


5W.1.1.2   Begin to discriminate between essential and trivial information


5W.1.1.3   Increase variety of forms used (persuasive, descriptive, reports, poetry,  


     book reports, creative writing, and letters)


5W.1.1.4   Use examples, details, facts, and/or reason to support logical arguments

Indicators: Organization


5W.1.1.5   Use appropriate organization structures


5W.1.1.6   Write coherent paragraphs with topic sentence, supporting details, and  

     conclusion sentence


5W.1.1.7   Practice writing sequenced paragraph using effective transitional phrases and sentences

Benchmark 5W.1.2:    Use style appropriate to audience and purpose: voice

Indicators:


5W.1.2.1   Communicate own perspective using language that is lively, unique, and  

    descriptive


5W.1.2.2   Develop use of dialogue in writing


5W.1.2.3   Experiment with voices for an expanding range of forms and audiences

Benchmark 5W.1.3:    Use style appropriate to audience and purpose: word choice

Indicators:


5W.1.3.1   Continue to use figurative language and introduce sound patterns


5W.1.3.2   Begin to choose words, tone and dialect to create an effect


5W.1.3.3   Begin to choose language that is precise, engaging, and well-suited to  

     topic and audience

Benchmark 5W.1.4:    Use style appropriate to audience and purpose: sentence fluency

Indicators:


5W.1.4.1   Vary sentence beginnings, structures, and lengths


5W.1.4.2   Develop recognition of sentence fragments and run-ons
Benchmark 5W.1.5:    Apply writing conventions

Indicators:


5W.1.5.1   Write complete sentences


5W.1.5.2   Apply capitalization and end punctuation rules correctly


5W.1.5.3   Continue to use commas and begin to use colons


5W.1.5.4   Begin to correctly punctuate compound and complex sentences


5W.1.5.5   Employ conventional usage (subject-verb agreement, verb tense  


    agreement, correct use of pronouns, plurals, and possessives)


5W.1.5.6   Spell conventionally


5W.1.5.7   Begin to use textual markers (bullets, stanzas, paragraphing)


5W.1.5.8   Write legibly


5W.1.5.9   Correctly use nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, and 



     interjections


5W.1.5.10 Continue to practice using/identifying helping and linking verbs


5W.1.5.11 Be introduced to conjunctions and prepositions


STANDARD 2

The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes.
To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 5W.2.1:    Write for different audiences

Indicators:


5W.2.1.1   Write for a range of people (peers, adults, children)


5W.2.1.2   Write for the needs of a variety of audiences


5W.2.1.3   Share writing with others


5W.2.1.4   Select own writing to publish

Benchmark 5W.2.2:    Write for different purposes

Indicators:


5W.2.2.1   Write for a range of purposes

· to express feelings and personal opinions

· to inform

· to explain

· to create

· to persuade


5W.2.2.2   Write for enjoyment


5W.2.2.3   Learn note taking, summarizing, reflecting and paraphrasing


5W.2.2.4   Narrate events

Benchmark 5W.2.3:    Write in a variety of forms

Indicators:


5W.2.3.1   Practice writing in a variety of forms (narrative, imaginative, expository,  


     and persuasive)


5W.2.3.2   Begin to individually vary method, form and structure to fit audience and 

     purpose

Benchmark 5W.2.4:    Write for real-life applications

Indicators:


5W.2.4.1   Write reports, recipes, directions, and letters


5W.2.4.2   Cite sources according to CMS criteria

Benchmark 5W.2.5:     Understand that God recognizes writing as a powerful tool to influence 


 people

Indicators: 


5W.2.5.1   Integrate Christian world view into a variety of written styles (poems,  


     journals, reports and stories)


5W.2.5.2   Write in a manner consistent with Christian values and world view


STANDARD 3

The student understands and uses the steps of the writing process.
To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 5W.3.1:    Pre-write

Indicators:


5W.3.1.1   Use a variety of strategies in preparation for writing (brainstorm, web, list, 

    outline)


5W.3.1.2   Gather relevant information from a variety of sources


5W.3.1.3   Use available technology (such as simple word-processor)
Benchmark 5W.3.2:    Draft

Indicators:

5W.3.2.1   Begin to summarize and paraphrase in own words


5W.3.2.2   Write with focus on the topic


5W.3.2.3   Compile information from resources; organize and sequence events


5W.3.2.4   Sustain writing beyond one session

Benchmark 5W.3.3:   Revise

Indicators:


5W.3.3.1   Confer with others to improve text by using feedback


5W.3.3.2   Add and/or delete information and/or graphics as needed


5W.3.3.3   Evaluate writing according to six-trait scoring criteria when revising


5W.3.3.4   Use word processing to write and revise text (as available)
Benchmark 5W.3.4:    Edit

Indicators:


5W.3.4.1   Correct common spelling errors


5W.3.4.2   Correct mechanics and grammar with some help; edit for grade-level  


     conventions (see 1.5)


5W.3.4.3   Change sentence structure and adjust word choice


5W.3.4.4   Use appropriate reference tools (dictionary, thesaurus, and technology)


5W.3.4.5   Use common proofreading marks
Benchmark 5W.3.5:    Publish

Indicators:


5W.3.5.1   Select from a variety of publishing options (newspaper, bulletin boards, 


     multimedia)


5W.3.5.2   Use technology when appropriate (e.g., keyboarding, simple graphics)


5W.3.5.3   Share with appropriate audience (classmates, family, and others)


5W.3.5.4   Demonstrate neatness in producing a legible final product


5W.3.5.5   Produce legible final product


STANDARD 4

The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written work.

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 5C.4.1:    Assess own strengths and needs for improvement

Indicators:


5C.4.1.1   View self as a writer


5C.4.1.2   Use six-traits to improve writing


5C.4.1.3   Begin to assess own strength in writing, describing qualities that make  


    writing effective


5C.4.1.4   Become familiar with samples of effective writing in order to strengthen 


    own writing

Benchmark 5C.4.2:    Seek and offer feedback

Indicators:


5C.4.2.1   Offer constructive feedback on others’ writing based on six trait model


5C.4.2.2   Accept and use feedback for own writing when appropriate
VI.  Instructional Goals
1. To recognize that language is a gift from God and is man's most important tool for expressing himself.

2. To recognize the orderliness in the written language and to see how grammar applies to man's writing and speaking.

3. To realize that the Creator of the universe has given creative abilities to everyone to experience opportunities for writing.

4. To recognize the patterns that are repeated in spelling.

5. To realize that correct spelling improves communication.

VII. Instructional Objectives
1. Recognize that ability to communicate with each other and God is part of His plan for our lives.

2. Recognize a complete, run-on, and fragmentary sentence.

3. Recognize sentence kinds according to structure (simple and compound) and their function.

4. Recognize the parts of a sentence.

5. Be able to write complete sentences with correct structure and meaning.

6. Recognize that God is concerned that communication be clear and easily understood.

7. Recognize nouns, common and proper and be able to pluralize nouns correctly.

8. Recognize verbs as action, state of being, linking and helping.

9. Recognize verb phrases, principal parts of verbs and subject-verb agreement.

10. Recognize the three cases of personal pronouns, demonstrative and interrogative pronouns, and their correct usage in sentence.

11. Recognize adjectives, proper adjectives and how comparative adjectives are used in sentences.

12. Recognize adverbs and how comparative adverbs are used in sentences.

13. Recognize prepositions and their objects in sentences; prepositional phrases should be recognized as either adjective or adverb phrases according to their use in the sentence.

14. Recognize conjunctions and their use in a sentence. 

15. Recognize interjections and their relationships to given sentences.

16. Recognize direct objects, indirect objects, predicate nouns, and predicate adjectives as complements in sentences.

17. Diagram simple and compound sentences.

18. Let all things be done decently and in order. (1 Corinthians 14:40).

19. Recognize use of correct capitalization.

20. Memorize punctuation rules.

21. Use the dictionary and master the skills associated with its use.

22. Understand that God recognizes writing as a powerful tool to influence people.

23. Write friendly and business letters with correct form and punctuation.

24. Determine that God Himself wrote.  (Ex.31: 18, 32:16, 34:1, Daniel 5:5,25-28.)
25. Learn to write an outline.

26. Write a paragraph using a topic sentence and three or four supporting sentences.

27. Determine that God commanded others to write.  (Ex. 17:14; Deut. 6:6-9; Jer. 30:2; Rev. 1:11-19.)
28. Write a two page (minimum) research paper using at least three sources - an encyclopedia and two books.

29. Recognize that written materials can be read, understood, and studied by the reader. 2 Peter 3:15-16.

30. Write bibliography cards and note cards for the research paper.

31. Write a bibliography sheet and title page for the research paper.

32. Recognize synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms: abbreviations.

33. Write creative stories and paragraphs.

34. Determine that God uses many kinds of writing for His purposes.

35. Write book reports including author, title, and type of book, number of pages, a summary, a character sketch, and a recommendation.

36. Give an oral report book report including all or part of the above information.

37. Recognize that the ability to speak is given to us by God.

38. Recognize that man's ability to speak and to be understood is controlled by God.

39. Recognize that God will guide in choice of words and the organization of what we say, if we permit Him do so.

VIII. Biblical Integration

Biblical integration is extensive and included in the instructional objectives.  See section VI.
IX. Instructional Methods
Instruction methods include reading and discussing material from the text; use of interactive and hands-on activities outlined in the Teacher’s edition; daily exercises from the work text.  In addition a Language Bulletin Board, various games, and board work are used.   Research is done in the Library and a visit to the newspaper is planned each year.
 X. Evaluation

Evaluation is conducted by daily participation, quizzes, tests, writing a term paper,  
and use of written and oral book reports. 

XI.  Resources
Language Grammar Work text for Christian Schools 5 (A Beka Curriculum)

Language Grammar Work text for Christian Schools 5 - Teacher's Edition.

Language 5 Test Booklet 

Language 5 Teacher Test Key
Key 1 Grade  1.1 Standard  1.1.1 Benchmark  1.1.1.1 Indicator
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