5th Grade Spelling
Curriculum Guide

I.  Introduction
Spelling is a process of writing alphabetic symbols on the basis of sound-letter relationships.  Therefore, students must understand the phonetic principles of our language, develop visual memory of words, and understand semantic relationships.  This course seeks to employ all three methods in instruction.
II.  Educational Philosophy
Spelling is a vital part of communication.  Our ability to communicate through words is a gift of God unique to mankind and is a reflection of His nature in us.  God Himself communicates through the Living Word, Jesus Christ, and the Written Word, the Bible.  Communication through words enables us to build and maintain relationships and to share the Gospel as ambassadors of Christ.  It is in the context of our written communication that spelling has its importance.  It conveys clear expression and precision.
III.  Scope and Sequence



Unit 1:
Consonants, Long and Short Vowels


6 weeks



Unit 2: Vowel Digraphs & R controlled vowels


6 weeks



Unit 3:
Schwa and Work Building



6 weeks



Unit 4: Word Building, ti, si, y




6 weeks



Unit 5:
Word Building, suffixes and prefixes


6 weeks



Unit 6: Homographs, Homophones, clusters,


6 weeks




Silent letters, Word Building



IV.  Time Frame: 5 – 20 minute sessions per week – 36 weeks in duration

V.  Instructional Standards


See Reading and Language
VI. Instructional Goals
1. Review all basic phonic principles and spelling generalizations
2. Review frequently misspelled words
3. Advance vocabulary development and present higher challenges
4. Review high frequency words
5. Present current and contemporary use words

6. Present the concept of word building through the use of prefixes and suffixes


VII.  Instructional Objectives

The Student will:

1. Determine that accurate spelling allows the writer to express his message clearly.  (Deut. 27:8, Hab. 2:2.)
2. spell words with the /e/ sound spelled a, e, i, o, and u.

3. spell words with the /ā/ sound spelled a, ai, ay, and ei.
4. learn that our most important goal is to serve the Lord (Phil. 3:14)
5. spell words with the /ī/ sound spelled i or y.

6. spell words with the /ī/ sound spelled ig before n or h.

7. spell words with the /ē/ sound spelled e, ea, ee, ey, ie, y and i.

8. learn the results of a merry heart (Prov. 15:13)

9. spell words with the /ō/ sound spelled o, oa, and ow.

10. spell words with the /ōō/ sound spelled oo, ew, ue, and u.

11. spell words with the /yōō/ sound spelled u and ue.

12. learn about the Diety and humanity of Jesus (John 1:1, Gal. 4:4)

13. spell review words with short vowels in closed syllables.

14. spell review words with the /ō/ sound spelled o, oa, and ow.

15. discuss the concepts of loyalty and love (1Samuel 20)

16. spell words with prefixes im-, in-, non-, and dis-.

17. spell words with the /er/ sound spelled er, ar, and or.

18. discuss the importance of prayer (Rev. 5:8; 8:3-4)

19. spell words with the /en/ sound spelled en, an, on, and ain.

20. spell words with prefixes mis-, over-, and pre-.
21. discuss the concept of searching the scriptures (Acts 17:11)
22. spell words with the /el/ sound spelled le, el, al, and il.

23. spell words with the /shen/ sound spelled sion and tion.

24. discuss subjecting ourselves to higher powers (Rom. 13:1)

25. spell review words with the /shen/ sound spelled sion and tion.

26. spell words with suffixes -er, -or, -ness, and    -ment.

27. spell words with the /ou/ sound spelled ou and ow.

28. spell words with the /oi/ sound spelled oi and oy.

29. discuss how Jesus can take little and make much (Mark 6:34-44)
30. spell words with the /är/ sound spelled ar.

31. spell words with suffixes added beginning with a vowel: -able and -ible.

32. spell words with suffixes added beginning with a consonant: -ful and -less.

33. spell words with the /ô/ sound spelled au, aw, a before l or o.
34. discuss angels and their activities (Psalm 8:5; Rev. 5:11)
35. spell words with the /ens/ sound spelled ance and ence.

36. spell words with the /m/ sound spelled m, mm, mb, and mn.

37. spell words with the /j/ sound spelled j, g, and dge.

38. spell words with the /s/ sound spelled s, sc, c, and ss.

39. spell words with the /f/ sound spelled ph.

40. spell words with the /k/ sound spelled c and ch.
41. discuss the imminent return of our Lord (Matt. 24:42)
42. spell homonyms..
43. spell words with the /âr/ sound spelled ar, are, and air.

44. spell words with the /îr/ sound spelled ear, eer, ere, er, and ier.

45. discuss the proofs of salvation (I John)

46. spell words with the /or/ sound spelled or, oar, ore, and ar after w.
47. spell words with the /îr/ sound spelled ur, er, ir, ear, our, and or after w.

48. spell words that have suffix added which changes the internal spelling of a word.

49. discuss the words peace and warfare (Eph. 6:14-17)

50. spell words with the /es/ sound spelled ace and ous.

51. spell words with the /ĭs/ sound spelled ace and ice.
52. spell words with the /ĭj/ sound spelled age.

53. spell words with the /ĭt/ sound spelled ate.

54. spell words with the /ĭv/ sound spelled ive.
55. spell words with the /ĭt/ sound spelled ite.
56. spell words that drop the final e before adding a suffix.

57. spell words with the /ĭl/ sound spelled ile.

58. spell words with the /ēn/ sound spelled ine.

59. spell words with the /ĭn/ sound spelled ine.

60. spell confusing word pairs.

61. spell words that drop the final e before adding a suffix.

62. Learn to pronounce a given list of words each week.

63. Understand the meaning or meanings of given words.

64. Introduce and reinforce the rules and skills leading to spelling excellence.

65. Realize that accurate spelling ensures that the message delivered is precise. (Ex. 34:27,28.)
66. Capitalize proper nouns and proper adjective as a part of learning to spell correctly.

67. Realize that spelling accuracy conveys a perception of the writer as careful and conscientious. (2 Tim. 3:15) 

68. Use apostrophes in contractions or possessives as a part of learning to spell correctly.

VIII. Biblical Integration

Biblical integration is included in the instructional objectives.  In addition, each lesson incorporates Scripture verses, Bible stories, moral principles, world mission, or similar topics that reflect life experiences common and familiar to many students.

IX. Instructional Methods

1. Read and discuss new spelling list and material in the textbook.

2. Use interactive and hands on activities outlined in the Teacher’s Edition.

3. Assign work text pages to provide practice.

4. Assign additional words to list pertaining to a subject being studied.

5. Provide additional worksheets (Blackline Masters) in the appendix for enrichment as indicated by student’s mastery of material.

6. Use and practice the study method steps in the student text to learn spelling words.

X.  EVALUATION

Evaluation is accomplished by assigning work text exercises, pre-tests and tests.

XI.  RESOURCES 

ACSI Life Design Spelling 5 Student Work Text (Association of Christian Schools International)
ACSI Life Design Spelling 5 Teacher’s edition (Association of Christian Schools International)

Key 1 Grade  1.1 Standard  1.1.1 Benchmark  1.1.1.1 Indicator

FBS Curriculum, Spelling, Grade 5


