6th Grade English Language and Writing 

Curriculum Guide 
I.  Introduction
Grammar skills developed in the sixth grade include capitalization, punctuation, contractions, parts of speech, verb tenses, and correct word usage.  Vocabulary is enhanced through the study of meanings, definitions, word families, related words, word origins, roots, prefixes, and suffixes.  Spelling focuses on a variety of words, from common words to special field-related words and words that are difficult because of their foreign origin.  Composition study includes the structure of the sentence, the formation of the paragraph, and the completion of a research paper. The scope of the language program is broad in spectrum and substantial.

II.  Educational Philosophy
"These words are written that you may know that you have eternal life" (1 John 5:13).  The study of English serves the high purpose of preparing the student for the grammatical and literal interpretation of the Bible.  This underscores that English is both foundational and vital.  The communication skills of grammar, spelling, and composition are developed "line upon line and precept upon precept" year after year.

III.  SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

           Many of the following units are taught concurrently.

Grammar units (these include capitalization, 

20 weeks

punctuation, sentences, parts of



speech, and sentence structure) 


Spelling and vocabulary lessons 



36 weeks


Composition unit on summaries, letters, and 


4 weeks

book reports  


Composition unit on research paper 



5 weeks

IV.  Time Frame: 5 – 45 minute periods per week – 36 weeks in duration

V. Instructional Standards

STANDARD 1

The student writes clearly and effectively.
To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 6W.1.1:    Develop concept and design: ideas and organization

Indicators: Ideas


6W.1.1.1   Develop and maintain focus within a descriptive/persuasive paragraph


6W.1.1.2   Discriminate between essential, intriguing or useful information and trivia


6W.1.1.3   Learn/strengthen the following writing forms: persuasive, descriptive, report 

    writing, book reports, poetry, and creative writing


6W.1.1.4   Use elaboration to enhance ideas

Indicators: Organization


6W.1.1.5   Use appropriate organizational structures


6W.1.1.6   Write coherent descriptive/persuasive paragraphs with topic sentence,  

     supporting ideas, and conclusion sentence


6W.1.1.7   Construct sequenced paragraphs using effective transitions
Benchmark 6W.1.2:    Use style appropriate to the audience and purpose: voice

Indicators:


6W.1.2.1   Use language that is lively, unique, and descriptive


6W.1.2.2   Use appropriate dialogue when needed


6W.1.2.3   Experiment with voice for different forms and audience

Benchmark 6W.1.3:    Use style appropriate to the audience and purpose: word choice

Indicators:


6W.1.3.1   Experiment with figurative language, sound patterns, and style (poetry)


6W.1.3.2   Choose words, tone, and dialect purposely for effect


6W.1.3.3   Choose language that is precise, engaging, and suitable to topic and  


    audience

6W.1.3.4   Writing that follows God's pattern makes use of numerous techniques such 

     as similes and metaphors, contrasts, references to authority, quotations  

     and allusions, rhetorical questions, and parables

Benchmark 6W.1.4:    Use style appropriate to the audience and purpose: sentence fluency

Indicators:


6W.1.4.1   Vary sentence beginnings, structures, and lengths for effect


6W.1.4.2   Correct fragments and run-ons by developing strategies


6W.1.4.3   Listen for sentence fluency

6W.1.4.4   Combine sentence ideas into compound sentences

Benchmark 6W.1.5:    Apply writing conventions

Indicators:


6W.1.5.1   Apply capitalization and end punctuation rules correctly


6W.1.5.2   Correctly punctuate compound and complex sentences; introduce use of  

    conjunctive adverbs after semi-colons in compound sentences


6W.1.5.3   Understand conventional usage (plurals, possessives, subject-verb  


    agreement, correct use of  pronouns)


6W.1.5.4   Continue to be consistent with verb tense


6W.1.5.5   Continue to use commas and colons; introduce semi-colons, hyphens and 

    dashes


6W.1.5.6   Spell conventionally

a. learn roots of spelling words

b. recognize phonetic rules in spelling

c. know common roots from other languages

d. learn prefixes and suffixes and the rules which govern their usage

e. spell words related to technology and careers

    f.     use word building skills to expand word forms and vocabulary


6W.1.5.7   Continue to use textual markers


6W.1.5.8   Write legibly


6W.1.5.9   Reinforce eight parts of speech


6W.1.5.10  Identify simple and compound subjects and verbs


6W.1.5.11  Identify the 8 parts of speech in written sentences


6W.1.5.12  diagram the different parts of speech with simple and compound 


     sentences

STANDARD 2

The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes.
To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 6W.2.1:    Write for different audiences

Indicators:


6W.2.1.1   Write for an expanding range of out-of-school audiences (pen pals, 


    community members)


6W.2.1.2   Write for formal and informal audiences


6W.2.1.3   Select own writing to publish

Benchmarks 6W.2.2:    Write for different purposes

Indicators:


6W.2.2.1   Write in the following modes: descriptive, narrative, expository, persuasive


6W.2.2.2   Write for a range of purposes including informing, expressing, explaining,  

    persuading, debating, exploring, questioning, and creating


6W.2.2.3   Write for real-life applications


6W.2.2.4   Write reports, recipes, directions, and letters


6W.2.2.5   Cite sources according to MLA handbook


6W.2.2.6   Write for research

6W.2.2.7   God allowed us to have written records in the Bible, and our written  


     records enable us to know the past and learn from past events.

6W.2.2.8   Writing may deal with a variety of subjects and are valuable from God's 

     viewpoint.

Benchmark 6W.2.3:    Write in a variety of forms

Indicators:


6W.2.3.1   Write in the following forms: narratives, poems, journals, essays, stories,  


     research, reports, letters


6W.2.3.2   Vary form, detail, and structure to fit the intended purpose and audience

6W.2.3.3   Many kinds of writing are used by God for His purposes.

Benchmark 6W.2.4:    Understand that God recognizes writing as a powerful tool to influence 

           people

Indicator: 


6W.2.5.1   Integrate Christian world view into a variety of written styles (poems, 


     journals, reports and stories)


6W.2.5.2   Write in a manner consistent with Christian values and world view

6W.2.5.3   God recognizes writing as a powerful tool to influence people.

6W.2.5.4   God Himself wrote and commanded others to write

6W.2.5.5   God communicated by giving His Word in written form, the Bible

6W.2.5.6   God used writers down throughout history to accomplish His purposes.


STANDARD 3

The student understands and uses the steps of the writing process.

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 6W.3.1:    Pre-write

Indicators:


6W.3.1.1   Use lists, webs, and other brainstorming techniques to generate ideas, 


     topics and purpose


6W.3.1.2   Use a variety of resources including interviews, technology, newspapers,  

    magazines, prior knowledge, reference materials, and books to gather 


    data for writing

6W.3.1.3   Effective writing demands careful research, documentation, and wise  


    expression.

Benchmark 6W.3.2:    Draft

Indicators:


6W.3.2.1   Summarize/paraphrase in own words


6W.3.2.2   Write with focus on topic or point of view (does not stray from topic or  


    audience)


6W.3.2.3   Compile information gathered from above resources, organize/sequence 

     events


6W.3.2.4   Sustain writing beyond one session

Benchmark 6W.3.3:    Revise

Indicators:


6W.3.3.1   Confer with others to improve texts by using peer editing


6W.3.3.2   Modify information and graphics as needed to enhance text and style


6W.3.3.3   Evaluate writing according to Six-Trait scoring criteria


6W.3.3.4   Use word processor when applicable

Benchmark 6W.3.4:    Edit

Indicators:


6W.3.4.1   Use references for proofreading: spell check, thesaurus, dictionary, peers 

    and adults


6W.3.4.2   Correct conventions (mechanics and grammar)


6W.3.4.3   Adjust word choice


6W.3.4.4   Change sentence structure as needed


6W.3.4.5   Edit for grade-level conventions (see 1.5)


6W.3.4.6   Use common proofreading marks

Benchmark 6W.3.5:    Publish

Indicators:


6W.3.5.1   Select a variety of publishing methods including technology


6W.3.5.2   Share with appropriate audience


6W.3.5.3   Demonstrate neatness in presentation including legible text, newspapers, 

     bulletin boards, and  middle school literary magazine


STANDARD 4

The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written work.
To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 6W.4.1:    Assess own strengths and needs for improvement

Indicators:


6W.4.1.1   View self as a writer


6W.4.1.2   Use Six-Traits to see strengths and weaknesses in own writing


6W.4.1.3   Become familiar with samples of effective writing in order to strengthen 


    own writing

6W.4.1.4   The use of written materials in teaching makes it possible for learners to  


    review what has been presented in other ways, and to study it more  


    deeply

6W.4.1.5   Written doctrine and standards make consistency possible from person to  

    person, generation

Benchmark 6W.4.2:    Seek and offer feedback

Indicators:


6W.4.2.1   Seek and offer feedback according to the Six-Trait model


6W.4.2.2   Accept feedback and edit own writing as appropriate

VI.  Goals
1. To recognize that language is a gift from God and is man's most important tool for expressing himself.

2. To recognize the orderliness in the written language and to see how grammar applies to man's writing and speaking.

3. To realize that the Creator of the universe has given creative abilities to everyone to experience opportunities for writing.

4. To recognize the patterns that are repeated in spelling.

5. To realize that correct spelling improves communication.

VII. Instructional Objectives
      The student will be able to:

1. utilize capitalization rules

2. know the uses of punctuation marks including commas, end marks, semicolons, colons, italics, underlining, quotation marks, and apostrophes.

3. identify the eight parts of speech within a sentence correctly

4. find simple and compound subjects and predicates

5. diagram the different parts of speech within  simple and compound sentences

6. follow written directions

7. recognize and write the four kinds of sentences

8. correct sentence fragments, run-on, and run together sentences

9. combine ideas into compound sentences

10. make complex sentences using "because" and "since"

11. communicate clearly through the written word in paragraphs and essays that have unity and order

12. develop and write topic sentences

13. write well-developed paragraphs having a topic sentence, supporting sentences, and a summarizing sentence

14. combine paragraphs to make a complete composition

15. learn the use of various reference materials

16. do all the steps necessary for writing a simple research paper including bibliography cards, note cards, outlines, and a works cited page

17. learn the roots of spelling words

18. recognize phonetic rules in spelling

19. know common roots taken from other languages

20. spell different consonants and vowels

21. review vowel digraphs such as ei, ie, ou

22. learn computer terminology

23. spell words with nce and nse endings

24. pronounce and spell words with hard and soft sounds

25. use terminology connected with politics

26. use word building in their language usage

27. learn different prefixes and suffixes
VIII. Biblical Integration
Biblical integration in accomplished by integrating the following concepts throughout instruction, both in grammar and literature.  

1. God is a communicating God; He wants us to know His thoughts.

2. God communicated with man throughout history.

3. God communicated by giving His Word in written form, the Bible.

4. We are responsible for knowing and heeding what God says; His Word is authoritative.

5. The ability to communicate with one another and with God is part of God's plan for our lives.

6. God is concerned that communication be clear and easily understood.

7. God recognizes writing as a powerful tool to influence people.

8. God Himself wrote and commanded others to write.

9. God allowed us to have written records in the Bible, and our written records enable us to know the past and learn from past events.

10. Written doctrine and standards make consistency possible from person to person, generation to generation.

11. The use of written materials in teaching makes it possible for learners to review what has been presented in other ways, and to study it more deeply.

12. God used writers down throughout history to accomplish His purposes.

13. Many kinds of writing are used by God for His purposes.

14. Writing may deal with a variety of subjects and are valuable from God's viewpoint.

15. Writing that follows God's pattern makes use of numerous techniques such as similes and metaphors, contrasts, references to authority, quotations and allusions, rhetorical questions, and parables.

16. There are times when writing is better than speaking.

17. Effective writing demands careful research, documentation, and wise expression.

18. Writing should be clear and legible.

19. God controls man's ability to speak and to be understood.

20. God will enable us to speak as we submit ourselves to Him.

21. Speech has great potential for good or evil.

22. Our speech can praise and magnify God.

23. Our speech is an index of  our inner attitudes and spiritual maturity.

24. We must engage in the kinds of speaking which God commands or encourages in His Word.

25. Our lives and speech must be consistent if we are to be believed by God or by people.

IX.  Instructional Methods
Educational activities will include teacher-directed instruction, guided practice, compostitions, oral presentations, spelling bees, puzzles, and drills.  The students will write a research paper.

 X. Evaluation
Evaluation is accomplished by spelling and grammar quizzes, daily written assignments, written tests, class participation and reports, both oral and written, and a research paper.   

XI.  Resources

Language C:  God's Gift of Language (A Beka Publications) - teacher key


Language C: God's Gift of Language student text and test booklets


ACSI Life Design Spelling Series teacher key


ACSI Life Design Spelling Series student text
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