ENGLISH 7 - 1 YEAR COURSE - 1 LANGUAGE CREDIT
I.  GRADE 7 LANGUAGE ARTS PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The seventh grade English curriculum teaches students how to think, how to express themselves clearly, and how to support their interpretations with evidence from their lives and from literature they read. Students are stimulated through a variety of teaching methods, which enhance all learning styles.  Students experience a thematic reader response program exposing them to both contemporary literature and literary classics. Both novels and textbooks are used, as well as novels read independently, to achieve this goal.  In order for students to respond effectively to the literature, the writing program stresses the writing process, organization, and the mechanics of writing. Students have opportunities to generate many types of writing, including narrative, descriptive, expository, persuasive, responses to literature, communications, and reflections.  The mastery of reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills continues to be emphasized and students are evaluated on these four skill areas.  A variety of genres (fiction, non-fiction, poetry and drama) are selected that fit with the theme for the year.
II.  Introduction
Grammar skills developed in the seventh grade include capitalization, punctuation, contractions, parts of speech, verb tenses, verbals,  adjective  and adverb clauses, complex and compound-complex sentences, and correct word usage.  Spelling focuses on basic spelling rules, root words, prefixes.  Composition study includes the structure of sentences, the formation of paragraphs, preparation and writing of reports, letters, summaries, essays, and research papers.  Vocabulary consists of word definitions, use in sentence context, and synonyms and antonyms.  The English curriculum also develops a love for good literature, knowledge of literary terms, and an appreciation for poetry as well as for sound, moral values which are presented in the reading selections. The scope of the language program is broad in spectrum and substantial.

III. Educational Philosophy
"These words are written that you may know that you have eternal life" (1 John 5:13).  The study of English serves the high purpose of preparing the student for the grammatical and literal interpretation of the Bible.  This underscores that English is both foundational and vital.  The communication skills of grammar, spelling, and composition are developed "line upon line and precept upon precept" year after year.

IV. Scope and Sequence
           Many of the following units are taught concurrently.

Grammar units (these include capitalization, 

14 weeks
punctuation, sentences, parts of


speech, and sentence structure) 


Spelling and vocabulary lessons 



25 weeks


Composition unit on summaries, letters, and 

4 weeks
book reports  


Composition unit on research paper 


4 weeks


Varied speeches 





1 week


Complete reading of a novel 



3 weeks

Literature units:





19 weeks

Unit 1 "Families and Friends" - 3 weeks



Unit 2 "People and Animals" - 3 weeks



Unit 3 "Pilgrims" - 1 week



Unit 4 "Patriots" - 2 weeks



Unit 5 “Time Out for Christmas" - 1 week



Unit 6 "Explorers and Pioneers" - 2 weeks



Unit 7 “Men of Women of Genius" - 3 weeks



Unit 8 "Sportsmen" - 2 weeks



Unit 9 "Legendary Heroes" - 2 week


  V. Time Frame: 5 – 45 minute periods per week – 36 weeks in duration
  VI. Instructional Standards

Reading

GRADE 7


STANDARD 1

The student understands and uses different reading skills and strategies to read.

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 7R.1.1:    Use word recognition and word meaning skills to read and comprehend text

Indicators:


7R.1.1.1   Apply phonetic principles to read, including sounding out, using initial letters, and using 

   common letter patterns to make sense of whole words


7R.1.1.2   Use language structure to understand reading materials including: sentence structure,  


   prefixes, suffixes, contractions, and simple abbreviations


7R.1.1.3   Use a variety of reading strategies to comprehend words and ideas including self- 


  correcting, re reading, reading on, and slowing down


7R.1.1.4   Understand and apply reading strategies including word origins, word roots, prefixes,  


  suffixes;  making predictions; and verifying and revising understanding while reading


7R.1.1.5   Analyze text for a specific purpose


7R.1.1.6   Interpret general and specialized vocabulary critical to the meaning of the text


7R.1.1.7   ESL – use primary language to enrich vocabulary in English

Benchmark 7R.1.2:    Build vocabulary through reading

Indicators:


7R.1.2.1   Continue to use context clues to build vocabulary


7R.1.2.2   Construct general and specialized vocabularies through reading in specific fields of  


  academic study such as science, social studies, mathematics and the arts


7R.1.2.3   Define vocabulary words found in novels and short stories

Benchmark 7R.1.3:    Read fluently, adjusting reading for purpose and material

Indicators:


7R.1.3.1   Read both orally and silently with ease


7R.1.3.2   Adjust reading pace to accommodate the form, style, and difficulty of material and purpose 

 of reading; sample text rather than focusing on every detail
Benchmark 7R.1.4:    Understand elements of literature – fiction, non-fiction, poetry, drama

Indicators:


7R.1.4.1   Identify literary devices (figurative language, exaggeration, humor, irony, dialogue)


7R.1.4.2   Understand sentence structure, paragraphs and chapters


7R.1.4.3   Analyze literary elements (plot, characters, setting, theme, point of view, conflict,  


  resolution)

· Poetry

· Form

· Sound (Rhyme, Rhythm, Assonance, Alliteration, Onomatopoeia)

· Imagery

· Figurative language

· Speaker

· Drama

· Stage direction

· Plot

· Characters

· Dialogue

· Non-fiction

· Biographies

· Essays

· Literary non-fiction

· Informational materials such as encyclopedias, informational websites

Benchmark 7R.1.5:    Use computer software

Indicators:


7R.1.5.1   Locate specific information to pursue an interest or complete a project; analyze the validity  

  of  electronic information


7R.1.5.2   Use organizational features of printed text (title, headings, table of contents, indexes, 


   glossaries, prefaces, appendices, captions, etc.)


7R.1.5.3   Use organizational features of electronic information (microfiche headings and numberings,  

  CD ROM, Internet, etc.)

Reading

GRADE 7


STANDARD 2

The student understands the meaning of what is read.
To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 7R.2.1:    Comprehend important ideas and details

Indicators:


7R.2.1.1.   Demonstrate comprehension of complex texts including fiction, non-fiction, information,  

   and  task-oriented text


7R.2.1.2    Readily identify and comprehend the main ideas and supporting facts and details


7R.2.1.3    Summarize ideas in own words


7R.2.1.4   Link characters, events and information to prior knowledge, previous experience, and 


  current issues to increase understanding


7R.2.1.5   Make, confirm, or revise predictions and inferences based on the text

Benchmark 7R.2.2:    Expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and synthesizing information  

        and ideas

Indicators:


7R.2.2.1   Compare, contrast, and make connections within and among several texts


7R.2.2.2   Use logical sequence to accurately retell stories; order and/or sequence parts of text

Benchmark 7R.2.3:    Think critically and analyze authors’ use of language, style, purpose, and  


         perspective

Indicators:


7R.2.3.1   Evaluate the validity of what is read


7R.2.3.2   Recognize that authors make language choices to influence an audience


7R.2.3.3   Evaluate an authors’ effectiveness for a chosen audience


7R.2.3.4   Recognize the authors’ point of view, tone and use of persuasive devices


7R.2.3.5   Apply information gained from reading to give a response and express insight


7R.2.3.6   Make generalizations beyond the text to other texts, ideas, or situations


7R.2.3.7   Evaluate reasoning and ideas related to a text


7R.2.3.8   Evaluate published works using Six-Trait model

Reading

GRADE 7


STANDARD 3

The student reads different materials for a variety of purposes.
To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 7R.3.1:    Read to learn new information

Indicators:


7R.3.1.1   Observe and use signs, labels, and instructions


7R.3.1.2   Evaluate the appropriateness of a variety of resource materials for a specific task


7R.3.1.3   Understand and use materials to investigate a topic (reference materials, encyclopedias, 


   manuals, public documents, newspaper, magazine articles, trade publications, etc.)


7R.3.1.4   Read and comprehend a range of texts fluently (instructions, news articles, poetry, novels,  

   short  stories, professional-level material that match career or academic interests, electronic 

   information, etc.)

Benchmark 7R.3.2:    Read to perform a task

Indicators:


7R.3.2.1   Read and understand information to perform a specific tasks


7R.3.2.2   Read to follow written directions

Benchmark 7R.3.3:    Read for literary experience

Indicators:


7R.3.3.1   Read, respond to, and evaluate a variety of traditional and contemporary literature (poetry, 

   essays, short stories, novels, biographies, non-fiction narratives, plays)


7R.3.3.2   Read, discuss, and use literature to understand a variety of perspective of self, others and  

  world issues

7R.3.3.3   Identify recurring themes in literature such as identity, conflict and struggle social and  


  economic  change, good vs. evil, choices

Benchmark 7R.3.4:    Develop interests and share reading experiences

Indicators:


7R.3.4.1   Express reasons for recommending books to others


7R.3.4.2   Discuss novels in groups


7R.3.4.3   Present oral book reports or share book reports in small groups
Reading

GRADE 7


STANDARD 4

The student sets goals and evaluates progress to improve reading.
To meet this standard, the student will:
Benchmark 7R.4.1:    Assess strengths and need for improvement
Indicators:


7R.4.1.1   Use a variety of strategies to monitor reading progress and to overcome difficulties


7R.4.1.2   Set reading goals and develop strategies to meet goals and monitor progress


7R.4.1.3   Participate in reading month activities (set goals; keep a reading log, etc.)

Benchmark 7R.4.2:    Seek and offer feedback to improve reading

Indicators:


7R.4.2.1   Discuss the use of reading strategies with others


7R.4.2.2   Use reading standards to evaluate reading effectiveness

Writing

GRADE 7

STANDARD 1

The student writes clearly and effectively.
To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 7W1.1:   Develop concept and design: ideas and organization

Indicators:


7W.1.1.1   Use appropriate organizational structures


7W.1.1.2   Write coherent paragraphs; construct sequenced paragraphs using effective transitions with 

   topic sentence, supporting ideas, and conclusion sentence


7W.1.1.3   Discriminate between essential, intriguing or useful information and trivia


7W.1.1.4   Write in a number of genres and forms; introduce five paragraph essays


7W.1.1.5   Demonstrate elaboration through examples, details, facts, and/or reasons


7W.1.1.6   Write analytically using basic and clear logic

Benchmark 7W.1.2:    Use style appropriate to the audience and purpose: voice

Indicators:


7W.1.2.1   Continue to use language that is lively, unique, and descriptive


7W.1.2.2   Experiment with voices for an expanding range of genres and audiences

Benchmark 7W.1.3:    Use style appropriate to the audience and purpose: word choice

Indicators:


7W.1.3.1   Experiment with figurative language, sound patterns, and style


7W.1.3.2   Experiment with tone and dialect to create effect


7W.1.3.3   Experiment with language that is precise, engaging, and well-suited to the topic and 


   audience


7W.1.3.4   Choose colorful and creative language


7W.1.3.5   Use appropriate word choice


7W.1.3.6   Distinguish between commonly confused words (e.g. their, there)

Benchmark 7W.1.4:    Use style appropriate to the audience and purpose: sentence fluency

Indicators:


7W.1.4.1   Vary sentence beginnings, structures, and lengths for effect


7W.1.4.2   Recognize and correct fragments and run-ons

Benchmark 7W.1.5:    Apply writing conventions

Indicators:


7W.1.5.1   Apply capitalization rules correctly


7W.1.5.2   Correctly punctuate compound and complex sentences


7W.1.5.3   Demonstrate some sophisticated use of punctuation (semi-colons, hyphens, dashes, colons)


7W.1.5.4   Employ conventional usage (subject/verb agreement and verb tense agreement, pronouns  

   with antecedents, plurals, and possessives) except for effect


7W.1.5.5   Use paragraphing, stanza division and other textual markers (table of contents, title,  


   subtitle, bullets) to help reader move through text


7W.1.5.6   Spell conventionally except for effect


7W.1.5.7   Write legibly


7W.1.5.8   Correctly note literary genres


7W.1.5.9   Use correct prepositions


7W.1.5.10 Use adverbs and adjectives correctly to add descriptive details


7W.1.5.11 Identify eight parts of speech

Writing

GRADE 7


STANDARD 2

The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes.
To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 7W.2.1:    Write for different audiences

Indicators:


7W.2.1.1   Expand range of out of school audiences: pen pals, community members


7W.2.1.2   Write for a variety of audiences (classmates, younger students, parents)

Benchmark 7W.2.2:    Write for different purposes

Indicators:


7W.2.2.1   Write for a range of purposes including: to express, to inform, to create, to explain, to 


   entertain (tell a story)

Benchmark 7W.2.3:    Write in a variety of forms

Indicators:


7W.2.3.1   Write in the following forms: narrative, creative, poetry with stanzas, book reports,  


   research reports, essays, and others


7W.2.3.2   Vary form, detail, and structure to fit the intended purpose and audience

Benchmark 7W.2.4:    Explore real-life opportunities

Indicators:


7W.2.4.1   Identify particular forms one might be required to use when writing in career settings, for 

   example, software programs or research reports


7W.2.4.2   Produce technical and non-technical documents using resources from career setting such as 

   evacuation manuals, consumer spending graphs, and demographic tables


7W.2.4.3   Identify different forms used to cite sources when writing reports or technical documents 

   according to MLA standards


7W.2.4.4   Write for research

Writing

GRADE 7


STANDARD 3

The student understands and uses the steps of the writing process.
To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 7W.3.1:    Pre-write

Indicators:


7W.3.1.1   Use a variety of strategies to brainstorm for ideas and purpose


7W.3.1.2   Use a growing variety of resources – including interviews and technology


7W.3.1.3   Begin to narrow topic

Benchmark 7W.3.2:    Draft

Indicators:


7W.3.2.1   Elaborate on initial idea


7W.3.2.2   Construct a clear narrative or argument


7W.3.2.3   Compile information and ideas from several points of view in own words


7W.3.2.4   Continue to sustain writing beyond one session


7W.3.2.5   Check that information supports thesis


7W.3.2.6   Revise according to Six-Trait model

Benchmark 7W.3.3:    Revise

Indicators:


7W.3.3.1   Confer with others to improve text, reading more critically for self and others (Peer Edit)


7W.3.3.2   Revise for topic and audience


7W.3.3.3   Show proficiency in using word processor as writing aid, including graphics to enhance  

   text


7W.3.3.4   Edit for grade level conventions


7W.3.3.5   Revise according to Six-Trait model

Benchmark 7W.3.4:    Edit

Indicators:


7W.3.4.1   Correct mechanics and grammar, some independently


7W.3.4.2   Use appropriate reference tools: proof reader’s marks, spell check, thesaurus, dictionary,  

    peers, and adults


7W.3.4.3   Adjust word choice and sentence structure


7W.3.4.4   Edit for grade-level conventions

Benchmark 7W.3.5:    Publish

Indicators:


7W.3.5.1   Select from a variety of publishing options including technology


7W.3.5.2   Share with appropriate audience


7W.3.5.3   Demonstrate overall neatness including legible text


7W.3.5.4   Fulfill requirements for appearance of final draft (cover page with name, title, date, written 

    in ink or typed, including graphics when appropriate)

Writing

GRADE 7


STANDARD 4

The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written work.
To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 7W.4.1:    Assess own strengths and needs for improvement

Indicators:


7W.4.1.1   Identify strengths and weaknesses in own writing and use Six-Trait criteria to improve  


   writing


7W.4.1.2   Review teacher’s comments, keep all writing assignments in portfolio and strive to  


   improve areas of weakness throughout the year by periodically checking progress


7W.4.1.3   Articulate what makes a piece of writing effective


7W.4.1.4   Reflect on the works of talented authors to improve writing

Benchmark 7W.4.2:    Seek and offer feedback

Indicators:


7W.4.2.1   Offer feedback from peers before writing final draft, using Six-Trait terms


7W.4.2.2   Accept feedback and edit/revise own writing as appropriate


7W.4.2.3   Seek feedback before an assignment is turned in

Communication
GRADE 7

STANDARD 1

The student uses listening and observation skills to gain understanding.
To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 7C.1.1:    Focus attention

Indicators:


7C.1.1.1   Show attention by maintaining eye contact, nodding, taking notes, and asking relevant  


  questions


7C.1.1.2   Respond appropriately in social interactions, receiving information, and other contexts


7C.1.1.3   Listen quietly

Benchmark 7C.1.2:    Listen and observe to gain and interpret information

Indicators:


7C.1.2.1   Identify the relationship between verbal and non-verbal communication


7C.1.2.2   Identify, interpret and gather information from visual aids such as illustrations, maps,  


  graphs, charts, objects, etc. 






7C.1.2.3   Listen for, identify, and explain: important and extraneous details relationships (within 


  stories or poems, etc.), pitch, intensity, and intonation


7C.1.2.4   Demonstrate listening strategies for gaining information

Benchmark 7C.1.3:    Check for understanding by asking questions and paraphrasing

Indicators:


7C.1.3.1   Ask questions to clarify content and meaning in a variety of contexts and situations


7C.1.3.2   Paraphrase conversations and information


7C.1.3.3   Ask questions to verify judgments and inferences


7C.1.3.4   Construct hypotheses

Communication
GRADE 7


STANDARD 2

The student communicates ideas clearly and effectively.
To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 7C.2.1:    Communicate clearly to a range of audiences for different purposes

Indicators:


7C.2.1.1   Communicate with an expanding range of audiences, including community members and


  e-mail/internet


7C.2.1.2   Consider needs of audience when making limited adjustments in content and technique


7C.2.1.3   Communicate for a range of purposes: to inform, explain, persuade, and entertain


7C.2.1.4   Give different forms of oral presentation (book reports, research findings, skits, role play) 

   and is graded on volume, eye contact, poise

Benchmark 7C.2.2:    Develop content and ideas

Indicators:


7C.2.2.1   Choose content appropriate to own purposes and interests and needs of an audience


7C.2.2.2   Select and document relevant material from a variety of sources in presentations


7C.2.2.3   Organize/sequence information using transitions


7C.2.2.4   Develop a rational argument using adequate, specific support

Benchmark 7C.2.3:    Use effective delivery

Indicators:


7C.2.3.1   Speak at a volume and pace appropriate to the situation


7C.2.3.2   Project voice well


7C.2.3.3   Appeal to the interests of the audience


7C.2.3.4   Use good posture and eye contact


7C.2.3.5   Use facial expression and body language to heighten and emphasize message


7C.2.3.6   Enunciate words clearly


7C.2.3.7   Use appropriate tone for context

Benchmark 7C.2.4:    Use effective language and style

Indicators:


7C.2.4.1   Speak using standard grammar


7C.2.4.2   Use complex sentences


7C.2.4.3   Use a range of vocabulary related to a particular topic


7C.2.4.5   Use appropriate word choice for audience/purpose

Benchmark 7C.2.5:    Effectively use action, sound, and/or images to support presentations

Indicators:


7C.2.5.1   Use a variety of media to illustrate and support ideas: projects, pictures, graphs, charts, etc.


7C.2.5.2   Use available technology as a presentation tool

Communication
GRADE 7


STANDARD 3

The student uses communication strategies and skills to work effectively with others.
To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 7C.3.1:    Use language to interact effectively and responsibly with others

Indicators:


7C.3.1.1   Use language to interact with others: greet people, compliment, give encouragement, and  

  express feelings


7C.3.1.2   Respond to different types of speech and audiences


7C.3.1.3   Use language that is free from stereotyping, bias, libel, slander, or harassment


7C.3.1.4   Respond appropriately when offensive comment is made


7C.3.1.5   Identify cultural assumptions and perspectives

Benchmark 7C.3.2:    Work cooperatively as a member of a group

Indicators:


7C.3.2.1   Assume roles or tasks (literary luminary, discussion developer, illustrator, summarizer)  


  within a  group to perform a task


7C.3.2.2   Contribute to group with suggestions, research, and effort


7C.3.2.3   Demonstrate respect for others’ opinions by allowing time for responses


7C.3.2.4   Involve all group members

Benchmark 7C. 3.3:    Seek agreement and solutions through discussion

Indicators:


7C.3.3.1   Check for understanding in group interactions


7C.3.3.2   Contribute responsibly and equally to group efforts


7C.3.3.3   Choose a position and develop a plan of action


7C.3.3.4   Define challenges and encourage others to action


7C.3.3.5   Address problem when someone isn’t doing their share


7C.3.3.6   Acknowledge others’ ideas and points of view

Communication
GRADE 7


To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 7C.4.1:    Assess strengths and need for improvement

Indicators:


7C.4.1.1   Establish and apply criteria for evaluating one’s own and others’ presentation


7C.4.1.2   Know the qualities that make a presentation effective


7C.4.1.3   Evaluate effective presentations to improve own work


7C.4.1.4   Be able to recognize weaknesses in less effective presentations

Benchmark 7C.4.2:    Seek and offer feedback

Indicators:


7C.4.2.1   With guidance, offer feedback on others’ presentations with regard to content, organization,  

  and  delivery skills


7C.4.2.2   Accept feedback when appropriate and revise own presentation

Benchmark 7C.4.3:    Analyze mass communication

Indicators:


7C.4.3.1   Identify and evaluate techniques used in mass communication such as name calling,  


  celebrity appeal, identification with audience


7C.4.3.2   Identify/explain the uses and impact of fact, opinion, bias, etc., in mass communication


7C.4.3.3   Identify the accuracy, point of view, and assumptions of media

Benchmark 7C.4.4:    Analyze how communication is used in career settings

Indicators:


7C.4.4.1   Practice different communication techniques used in variety of career settings such as to 

  persuade, inform, or instruct

VI. Instructional Goals
1. To recognize that language is a gift from God and is man's most important tool for expressing himself.

2. To recognize the orderliness in the written language and to see how grammar applies to man's writing and speaking.

3. To realize that the Creator of the universe has given creative abilities to everyone to experience opportunities for writing.

4. To recognize the patterns that are repeated in spelling.

5. To realize that correct spelling improves communication.

6. To become an effective communicator through the use of extensive and well-developed vocabulary.

7. To expose the students to classic literary selections from a Christian perspective.

8. To develop good character through quality literature and godly character traits that are portrayed.

9. To appreciate a well-written presentation of true theme in contrast to poorly written literature.

10. To help the student realize that he can enjoy reading wholesome literature.

VII. Instructional Objectives
      The student will be able to:

1. utilize capitalization rules

2. know the uses of  punctuation marks including commas, end marks, semicolons, 


3. colons, italics, underlining, quotation marks, and apostrophes

4. identify the eight parts of speech within a sentence correctly

5. find simple and compound subjects and predicates

6. diagram the different parts of speech within simple and compound sentences

7. follow written directions

8. recognize and write the four kinds of sentences

9. correct sentence fragments, run-on, and run together sentences

10. combine ideas into compound sentences

11. make complex sentences incorporating an adverb clause

12. diagram and use different types of phrases and clauses

13. practice clear communication with the written word through the use of writing paragraphs and essays

14. develop and write good topic sentences

15. write well-developed paragraphs having a topic sentence, supporting sentences, 
and a summarizing sentence

16. combine paragraphs to make a complete composition

17. learn correct manuscript form

18. learn and utilize the writing process;  prewriting, planning, writing a first draft, rewriting, and editing

19. write a paragraph through the use of examples, incidents, and reason

20. develop paragraphs that show coherence:  chronological order, space order, order of importance, pronoun reference, and repetition

21. write summaries and book reports

22. present oral book reports

23. correct a choppy and monotonous writing style

24. use various reference materials

25. do all the steps necessary for writing a simple research paper including bibliography cards, note cards, outlines, and a works cited page

26. learn proper forms for writing business and friendly letters

27. practice the phonetic rules in correct spelling

28. gain knowledge of prefixes and suffixes

29. spell plurals

30. gain exposure to, sympathy for, and knowledge of people of different races, nationalities, ages, cultures, and economic levels in literature selections

31. to discern right from wrong as the student gains a greater understanding of God through literature selections

32. increase reading comprehension through time speed drills

33. enjoy different types of literary authors and their works

34. stimulate student's thinking through classroom discussions

35. participate in Reader's Theater and choral readings

36. read and appreciate a wide variety of good poetry involving recitation and memorization

37. compose poetry and short stories

38. use good vocabulary skills through the use of verbal analogies, root words, synonyms, antonyms, prefixes, suffixes, and sentence context
VIII. Biblical Integration
Biblical integration in accomplished by integrating the following concepts throughout instruction, both in grammar and literature.  
1. God is a communicating God; He wants us to know His thoughts.

2. God communicated with man throughout history.

3. God communicated by giving His Word in written form, the Bible.

4. We are responsible for knowing and heeding what God says; His Word is authoritative.

5. The ability to communicate with one another and with God is part of God's plan for our lives.

6. God is concerned that communication be clear and easily understood.

7. God recognizes writing as a powerful tool to influence people.

8. God Himself wrote and commanded others to write.

9. God allowed us to have written records in the Bible, and our written records enable us to know the past and learn from past events.

10. Written doctrine and standards make consistency possible from person to person, generation to generation.

11. The use of written materials in teaching makes it possible for learners to review what has been presented in other ways, and to study it more deeply.

12. God used writers down throughout history to accomplish His purposes.

13. Many kinds of writing are used by God for His purposes.

14. Writing may deal with a variety of subjects and are valuable from God's viewpoint.

15. Writing that follows God's pattern makes use of numerous techniques such as similes and metaphors, contrasts, references to authority, quotations and allusions, rhetorical questions, and parables.

16. There are times when writing is better than speaking.

17. Effective writing demands careful research, documentation, and wise expression.

18. Writing should be clear and legible.

19. God controls man's ability to speak and to be understood.

20. God will enable us to speak as we submit ourselves to Him.

21. Speech has great potential for good or evil.

22. Our speech can praise and magnify God.

23. Our speech is an index of our inner attitudes and spiritual maturity.

24. We must engage in the kinds of speaking which God commands or encourages in His Word.

25. Our lives and speech must be consistent if we are to be believed by God or by people.

26. The Bible is great literature.

27. The Bible in its use of many styles and types of writing provides patterns for modern writers.

28. The teaching of the Bible furnishes the criteria by which we must judge the truth and wholesomeness of other writings.

29. The Bible has molded much of the thinking and literature of man; therefore we cannot understand much of literature without Bible knowledge.

30. Man's writing reflect his inner thoughts and desires; therefore we study literature to understand people

31. Our minds must be constantly filled with that which is pure and wholesome.  We are responsible for those things with which we fill our minds.

32. Not all literature is good.  Some should be avoided entirely; others should be read with careful discernment.

33. Knowledge of non-Christian literature may be used by God in His service.

IX. Instructional Methods
Educational activities will include teacher- directed instruction, reading the assigned lesson orally in class as the other students read silently; answering lesson questions both orally and in written form; participating in class discussion.   In addition, guided practice, compositions, oral presentations, spelling bees, puzzles, and drills.  The students will write a research paper.

 X. Evaluation 
Evaluation is accomplished by vocabulary, spelling and grammar quizzes, daily written assignments, written tests, class participation and reports, both oral and written, and a research paper.   
XI.  Resources

Grammar and Composition I (A Beka Curriculum) teacher's key


Grammar and Composition I Student's text and test booklet


Of People (A Beka Curriculum) teacher's key


Of People Student's text and test booklet


Vocabulary, Spelling, Poetry I (A Beka Curriculum) teacher's key

STANDARD 4


The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of formal and informal


communication.











