8th Grade AMERICAN HISTORY – One year course 
1 History Credit
I.  Introduction:
In Grade 8, students study the history of the United States from early colonial period through First Term of President William Clinton. The content builds upon that from Grade 3-8 but provides more depth and breadth. Historical content focuses on the political, economic and social events and issues related to the colonial, revolutionary eras, the creation and ratification of the U.S. Constitution, challenges of the early Republic, westward expansion, sectionalism, Civil War, Reconstruction, Age of Industry, The Gilded Age, Spanish American War, The Progressive Era, The Great Depression, World Wars I and II, Roosevelt’s New Deal, The Cold War, Korean War, Civil Rights Movement, LBJ’s Great Society, Vietnam War, Reagan Years, Operation Desert Storm, and first term of William Clinton. Students describe the physical characteristics of the United States and their impact on population distribution and settlement patterns in the past and present. Students analyze the various economic factors that influenced the development of colonial America and the early years of the Republic and identify the origins of the free enterprise system. Students examine the American beliefs and principles, including freedom of religion, limited government, checks and balances, federalism, separation of powers and individual rights, reflected in the United States Constitution and other historical documents. Students evaluate the impact of the Supreme Court cases and major reform movements of the 19th and 20th century and examine the rights and responsibilities of citizens of the U.S. as well as the importance of effective leadership in a democratic society. Students evaluate the impact of scientific discoveries and technological innovations on the development of the United States. To support the teaching of the essential knowledge and skills, the use of a variety of rich and primary and secondary source material such as the complete text of the U.S. Constitution and the Declaration of Independence; landmark cases of the U.S. Supreme Court: biographies and autobiographies, speeches, letters, diaries, poetry, songs, and artwork is encouraged. Selections may include excerpts from the letters of John and Abigail Adams, George Washington’s Farewell Address, Poems on the Civil War, and Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. Motivating resources are also available from museums, historical sites, presidential libraries that are visited in Washington D.C. Throughout social studies in Kindergarten-Grade 8, students build a foundation in history; geography; economics; government; citizenship; culture; science; technology, and society; and social study skills. The content, as appropriate for the grade level or course enables students to understand the importance of patriotism, function in a free enterprise society, and appreciate the basic democratic values of our state and nation.

II.   Philosophy:
The history of man wherever he may be on earth, centers upon God’s ongoing relationship with man. Ultimately all history shows God’s Word to be true as well as His will being accomplished through different events, individuals, and nations. Man was put on this earth to accomplish God’s plan, not man’s.  It is important to bring students to see history in the light of God’s Word, God’s will, and God’s ultimate plan for mankind. God, Himself, left us a “history” book, the Bible. So too, men throughout time have left written and unwritten records of human events from which to learn. Clearly man is not getting better, but as the Bible says “all have fallen short of the glory of God”. Therefore, history will show what God can do in men and women who know Him and follow Him, as it will also show the futility of man’s efforts without God. As George Washington stated “It is impossible for man to rightly govern the affairs of nations without God and the Bible”. Because we have such a unique beginning in this nation, it is important for students to understand that the foundations that were laid by its forefathers were ones based upon principles of God’s word and an acknowledgement that God was the reason for its ability to overcome impossible odds and become the mightiest nation on earth. It is also important that students understand that a nation that chooses to dishonor God and fails to continue to acknowledge His provision of material blessings and freedom can result in the loss of both. In 1630 John Winthrop put it best when he said “Man shall say of succeeding plantations, the Lord make it like that of New England: for we must Consider that we shall be as a City upon a Hill, the eyes of all people upon us.” Two centuries later Herman Melville would write, “We Americans are the peculiar, chosen people-the Israel of our time: we bear the ark of the liberties of the world…God has predestined….the rest of the nations must be in our rear.” It is also necessary for students to understand that freedoms are accompanied by responsibilities to God, those in our nation, and in the nations of the world. Because “much has been given” to the American people both in spiritual and material wealth, much then will be required from them. As a unique people that come from all parts of the earth to form this nation, it is important to guide students to an understanding of those things that can unite us to be strong or can divide us bringing our nation down. Most importantly, students need to understand that as Christians, our responsibility is to use every opportunity afforded to us to expand the Gospel in our nation and to all nations as commanded by Jesus Christ in Matthew 28:16-19.

III. Scope and Sequence:
Unit 1: Exploration and Settlement in a New Land

4 Weeks
Unit 2: Birth of the United States through 1789


5 Weeks
Unit 3: Building an American Character through 1859

9 Weeks
Unit 4: Times of Testing and Triumph through 1875

9 Weeks
IV. Time Frame: 5 – 45 minute class periods per week – 36 weeks in duration

V.    Instructional Goals and Objectives:
Social Studies

GRADE 8

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 8.1.1:    The student uses maps, globes, graphs, and models to answer geographic 


     questions
Indicators:
8.1.1.1  Identify the major eras in U.S. history through 1990 and describe their defining 

 characteristics

8.1.1.2  Apply absolute and relative chronology through the sequencing of significant  
individuals, events, and time periods
8.1.1.3  Explain the significance of the following dates: 1607, 1776, 1787, 1803, 1861-1865, 
 1914-1918, 1929, 1939-1945, 1950-1953, 1961, 1963, 1969-1973, 1991

8.1.1.4  Show that God has purpose in what He does. (Deut. 7:7,8; Romans 8:28)

Benchmark 8.1.2:    The Student understands the causes of exploration and colonization eras  

Indicators:
8.1.2.1  Identify reasons for European exploration and colonization of North America

8.1.2.2  Compare political, economic, and social reasons for establishment of the 13 colonies

8.1.2.3  Understand God controls the rise and fall of empires and nations and leaders. 

  (Proverbs 8:15; Romans 13:1)
Benchmark 8.1.3:   The student understands the foundations of representative government in  


the United States

Indicators:

8.1.3.1  Explain the reasons for growth of representative government and institutions during  
the colonial period
8.1.3.2  Evaluate the importance of the Mayflower Compact, the Fundamental Orders of 

 Connecticut, and the Virginia House of Burgesses to the growth of representative  
 government
8.1.3.3  Describe how religion contributed to the growth of representative government in the 
 American colonies
8.1.3.4  Identify human government as being established by God as a means of controlling  
sinful man.  (Romans 13:3, 4; Genesis 9:5, 6)
Benchmark 8.1.4: The student understands significant political and economic issues of the 


      revolutionary era
Indicators:

8.1.4.1  Analyze causes of the American Revolution, including mercantilism and British  
economic policies following the French and Indian War

8.1.4.2  Recognize that God at times has had a specific hand in warfare, giving directions,  
insuring victory, causing others to recognize Him. (Joshua 23:9, 10; Joshua 21:43, 
 44; I Samuel 30: 1, 8, 10, 22-25)

8.1.4.3  Explain the roles played by significant individuals during the American Revolution,  
including Samuel Adams, Benjamin Franklin, King George III, Thomas Jefferson,  
the Marquis de Lafayette, Thomas Paine, and George Washington
8.1.4.4 Explain the issues surrounding important events of the American Revolution,  
including declaring independence; writing the Articles of Confederation; fighting the 
 battles of Lexington, Concord, Saratoga, and Yorktown; and signing the Treaty of 
 Paris
8.1.4.5  Analyze the issues of the Philadelphia Convention of 1787, including major  
compromises and arguments for and against ratification
Benchmark 8.1.4:   The student understands the challenges confronted by the government and 


 its leaders in the early years of the Republic

Indicators:

8.1.4.1 Describe major domestic problems faced by the leaders of the new Republic such as  
maintaining national security, creating a stable economic system, setting up the court  
system, and defining the authority of the central government
8.1.4.2  Understand God expects submission to God-ordained leaders; He condemns  
rebellions and rioting. (Romans 13:1-7; Jude 4, 8-10)


8.1.4.3  Summarize arguments regarding protective tariffs, taxation, and the banking system

8.1.4.4  Explain the origin and development of American political parties

8.1.4.5  Explain the causes of and issues surrounding important events of the War of 1812
8.1.4.6  Trace the foreign policies of Presidents Washington through Monroe and explain the 
 impact of Washington’s Farewell Address and the Monroe Doctrine
8.1.4.7  Explain the impact of the election of Andrew Jackson, including the beginning of the  
modern Democratic Party
8.1.4.8 Analyze federal and state Indian policies and the removal and resettlement of  
Cherokee Indians during the Jacksonian era

Benchmark 8.1.5:   The student understands westward expansion and its effects on the 



 political, economic, and social development of the nation

Indicators:

8.1.5.1  Explain how the Northwest Ordinance established principles and procedures for  
orderly expansion of the United States
8.1.5.2  Projects should be completed in orderly fashion and benefits should be shared with 
 those behind the scenes. (I Corinthians 14:33, 40; John 6:10-14; Joshua 22:8)

8.1.5.3  Explain the political, economic, and social roots of Manifest Destiny
8.1.5.4  Analyze the relationship between the concept of Manifest Destiny and the westward 
 growth of the nation
8.1.5.5  Explain the major issues and events of the Mexican War and their impact on the 
 
 United States
8.1.5.6  Identify areas that were acquired to form the United States
Benchmark 8.1.6:   The student understands how political, economic, and social factors led to 


 the growth of sectionalism and the Civil War
Indicators:


8.1.6.1 Analyze the impact of tariff policies on sections of the United States before the Civil  

War
8.1.6.2 Compare the effects of political, economic, and social factors on slaves and free 

 blacks

8.1.6.3 Analyze the impact of slavery on different sections of the United States
8.1.6.4 Compare the provisions and effects of congressional conflicts and compromises prior 
 to the Civil War, including the roles of John C. Calhoun, Henry Clay, and Daniel  
Webster
Benchmark 8.1.7:   The student understands individuals, issues, and events of the Civil War
Indicators:

8.1.7.1 Explain the roles played by significant individuals during the Civil War, including  
Jefferson David, Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, and Abraham Lincoln
8.1.7.2Explain the issues surrounding events of the Civil War, including the firing on Fort  
Sumter, the battles of Gettysburg and Vicksburg, the announcement of the  
Emancipation Proclamation, the assassination of Lincoln, and Lee’s surrender at  
Appomattox Court House
8.1.7.3 Analyze Abraham Lincoln’s ideas about liberty, equality, union, and government as  
contained in his first and second inaugural addresses and the Gettysburg Address
8.1.7.4 Recognize leaders must be concerned for the unity of God’s people to strengthen and  
keep a nation together. (Romans 12:4-13; I Corinthians 12:4-31)

Benchmark 8.1.8:   The student understands the effects of Reconstruction on the political,  



economic, and social life of the nation 
Indicators:

8.1.8.1 Evaluate legislative reform programs of the Radical Reconstruction Congress and 

 reconstructed state governments

8.1.8.2 Describe the economic difficulties faced by the United States during Reconstruction
8.1.8.3 Explain the social problems that faced the South during Reconstruction and evaluate  
their impact on different groups
8.1.8.4 Analyze how injustice of all kinds is condemned by God, whether among His people 
 or others. (Job 31:13-23, 29-40; Isaiah 5:20-23)

Benchmark 8.1.9:   The student understands how individuals, events, and issues shaped the history  


of the United States during the 20th century
Indicators:
8.1.9.1  Define the impact of the “Age of Industry” and how technology brought comforts to  
the average American home and business
8.1.9.2  Explain the political, economic, and social impact of the “Great Depression” on the  
United States
8.1.9.3  Analyze the political, economic, and social impact of major wars, including World  
War I and World War II on the United States

8.1.9.4  Trace the emergence of Nazism, communism, fascism, and militarism in Europe
8.1.9.5 Explain the significant roles played by individuals during World War I and World   
War II, including Archduke Ferdinand, Woodrow Wilson, Prime Minister David  
Lloyd George, Premier Georges Clemenceau, Prime Minister Vittorio Orlando,  
Benito Mussolini, Adolf Hitler, Joseph Stalin, Winston Churchill, Chaiang Kai-shek,  
Hideki Tojo, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Dwight D. Eisenhower, Erwin Rommel, George  
S Patton, Jr., Douglass McArthur, Harry Truman
8.1.9.6  Compare how good leadership is of extreme importance to the welfare of a people in 
 all parts of the world. (Isaiah 9:16; Proverbs 29:4; Proverbs 28:2; Proverbs 29:8, 12, 


8.1.9.7  Explain the issues surrounding significant events of World War I and World War II, 
 including the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand, Lusitania, Germany’s  

 unrestricted submarine warfare, Zimmerman Note, Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, Battles 
 of Belleau Wood, Argonne Forest, Wilson’s Fourteen Points, Armistice Day  
(Veterans Day), Treaty of Versailles, Battle of Britain, Pearl Harbor, Doolittle Raid,  
Battle of Coral Sea, Battle of Leyte Gulf, D-Day Invasion, Manhattan Project,  
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, V-E Day and V-J Day
8.1.9.8  Identify how God at times has had a specific hand in warfare, giving directions,  
insuring victory, causing others to recognize Him and accomplish His purposes.  
(Joshua 1:1-6; Joshua 23:9, 10; Deuteronomy 2:24-36; 2 Chronicles 33:9-13)
Social Studies

GRADE 8

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 8.2.1:     The student understands the relationships between and among people from  


various groups, including racial, ethnic, and religious groups, during  


the 17th, 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries
Indicator:
8.2.1.1  Identify selected racial, ethnic, and religious groups that settled in the United States  
and their reasons for immigration
8.2.1.2 Explain the relationship between urbanization and conflicts resulting from differences  
in religion, social class, and political beliefs
8.2.1.3 Identify ways conflicts between people from various racial, ethnic, and religious  
groups were resolved
8.2.1.4 Analyze the contributions of people of various racial, ethnic, and religious groups to 
 our national identity

8.2.1.5 Identify the political, social, economic contributions of women to American society
8.2.1.6 Understand our unique heritage as a gift from God. (I Thessalonians 1:13-17;  
Colossians 3:12-17)
Benchmark 8.2.2:     The student understands the major reform movements of the 19th and 20th  


centuries
Indicators:  


8.2.2.1  Describe the historical development of the abolitionists movement
8.2.2.2  Evaluate the impact of reform movements including public education, temperance,  
women’s rights, prison reform, civil rights, and care of the disabled
Benchmark 8.2.3:   The student understands the impact of religion on the American way of life
Indicator:


8.2.3.1  Trace the development of religious freedom in the United States
8.2.3.2 Describe religious influences on immigration and on social movements, including the 
 impact of the first and second Great Awakenings
8.2.3.3 Analyze the impact of the first amendment guarantees of religious freedom on the  
American way of life
8.2.3.4 Recognize the basis of good government and political stability is personal integrity 
 and strong family life. (Exodus 20:12;, Deuteronomy 21:18-21; Proverbs 11:10,  
11; Proverbs 14:34)

Social Studies

GRADE 8

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 8.3.1:    The student understands the location and characteristics of places and  



regions of the United States, past and present
Indicator:
8.3.1.1 Locate places and regions of importance in the United States during the 18th, 19th,  
 and 20th centuries
8.3.1.2 Compare places and regions of the United States in terms of physical and human  
characteristics
8:3.1.3 Analyze the effects of physical and human geographic factors on major historical and  
contemporary events in the United States

8.3.1.4 Explain that God is responsible for the contour of the earth. (Nehemiah 9:6; Job 28:9- 
11; Isaiah 40:22)

Benchmark 8.3.2:     The student understands the physical characteristics of the United Stated  


during the 19th, 19th, and 20th centuries and how humans adapted to and 


 modified the environment
Indicator:
8.3.2.1  Analyze how physical characteristics of the environment influenced population  
distribution, settlement, patterns, and economic activities in the United States during 
 the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries
8.3.2.2  Describe the consequences of human modification of the physical environment of  
the United States
8.3.2.3  Describe how different immigrant groups interacted with the environment in the  
United States during the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries
8.3.2.4  Explain that all natural resources belong to God and that mankind are stewards of  
the land and responsible to care for it. (Exodus 19:5; I Chronicles 29:14, 16; Psalm  
24:1; Genesis 2:15, Exodus 23:11; Psalms 8:6)
Benchmark 8.3.3:    The student uses geographic tools to collect, analyze, and interpret data

Indicators:
8.3.3.1  Create thematic maps, graphs, charts, and models representing various aspects of the United  
States
8.3.3.2  Pose and answer questions about geographic distributions and patterns shown on maps,  
graphs, charts, and models
Social Studies

GRADE 8

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 8.4.1:    The student understands why various sections of the United States  



developed different patterns of economic activity
Indicators:

8.4.1.1  Identify economic differences among different regions of the United States
8.4.1.2  Explain reasons for the development of the plantation system, the growth of the slave  
trade, and the spread of slavery
8.4.1.3  Analyze the causes and effects of economic differences among different regions of  
the United States at selected times in the United States history
Benchmark 8.4.2:    The student understands how various economic forces resulted in the  



Industrial Revolution in the 19th century 
 Indicators: 

8.4.2.1  Analyze the War of 1812 as a cause of economic changes in the nation
               8.4.2.2  Identify the economic factors that brought about rapid industrialization and
                         urbanization
Benchmark 8.4.3:   The student understands the origins and development of the free enterprise system 


 in the United States
Indicators:


8.4.2.1  Explain why a free enterprise system of economics developed in the new nation
8.4.2.2  Describe the characteristics and the benefits of the U.S. free enterprise system during 
 the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries
8.4.2.3  Explain that property rights are to be protected and owners have the right to buy, sell,  
or otherwise dispose of his property. (Exodus 22:1-15; Joshua 13-19;  Ezekiel 47:  
22, 23;  Proverbs 31: 16, 24; Matthew 20:1-16)
Social Studies

GRADE 8

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 8.5.1:    The student understands the American beliefs and principles reflected in the U.S.  

Constitution and other important historic documents
Indicators:
8.5.1.1  Identify the influences of ideas from historic documents including the Magna Carta,  
the English Bill of Rights, the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of  
Independence, the Federalists Papers, and selected anti-federalists writings on the  
U.S. system of government

8.5.1.2  Summarize the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation
8.5.1.3  Identify colonial grievances listed in the Declaration of Independence and explain 

 how those grievances were addressed in the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights
8.5.1.4  Analyze how the U.S. Constitution reflects the principles of limited government,  
republicanism, checks and balances, federalism, separation of powers, popular  
sovereignty, and individual rights
8.5.1.5  Recognize the basis of government were established by God as a means of  
controlling sinful man and the powers that are have been ordained and established 
 by God. (Genesis9:5, 6; Romans 13:3, 4; Romans 13:1, 2, 4)

Benchmark 8.5.2:    The student understands the process of changing the U.S. Constitution and 

     the impact of amendments on American society
Indicators:

8.5.2.1  Summarize the purposes for and process of changing the U.S. Constitution
8.5.2.2  Describe the impact of 19th-century amendments including the 13th, 14th, and 15th 

 amendments on the life of the United States 
Benchmark 8.5.3:    The student understands the dynamic nature of powers of the national 



 government and state governments in a federal system 

Indicators:

8.5.3.1  Analyze the arguments of the Federalists an Anti-Federalists, including those of  

Alexander Hamilton, Patrick Henry, James Madison, and George Madison 
8.5.3.2  Describe historical conflicts arising over the issues of states’ rights including the  
Nullification Crisis and the Civil War
Benchmark 8.6.3:   The student understands the impact of landmark Supreme Court case
Indicators:

8.6.3.1  Summarize the issues, decisions, and significance of landmark Supreme Court cases 
 including Dred Scott v. Sandford on life in the United States
Social Studies

GRADE 8

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 8.6.1:    The student understands the rights and responsibilities of citizens of the 

                  United States 
Indicators:
8.6.1.1  Define and give examples of unalienable rights
8.6.1.2  Summarize rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights
8.6.2.3  Explain the importance of personal responsibilities such as accepting responsibility 
 for one’s behavior and supporting one’s family
8.6.2.4  Identify examples of responsible citizenship, including obeying rules and laws,  
voting, and serving on juries
8.6.2.5  Summarize the criteria and explain the process for becoming a naturalized citizen of  
the United States

8.6.2.6  Explain how the rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizens reflect our national  


identity
8.6.2.7 Recognizes that the love of country and concern for her welfare is natural, and is  
encouraged by example and exhortation. (I Chronicles 19:10-13; Nehemiah 1:2-11;  
Nehemiah 2:1-20; Psalm 137:1-6)
Benchmark 8.6.2:    The student understands the importance of voluntary individual  


                   participation in the democratic process  

Indicators:
8.6.2.1    Explain the role of significant individuals such as William Penn in the development 

              of self-government in colonial America                   
8.6.2.2  Evaluate the contributions of the Founding Fathers as models of civic virtue

8.6.2.3    Recognize that good leadership is of extreme importance to the welfare of any 
`
 people and Godly leaders should place God’s honor above their own. (Proverbs 

 28:2; Proverbs 29:4; Proverbs 29:8, 12, 14; Isaiah 9:16; Genesis 41:16, 25; Daniel  
2:28-30)

Benchmark 8.6.3:      The student understands the importance of statement of different points of  
                    view in a democratic society
Indicators:
8.6.3.1  Identify different points of view of political parties and interest groups on important  
            historical and contemporary issues

8.6.3.2  Describe the importance of free speech and press in a democratic society

8.6.3.3  Summarize a historical event in which compromise resulted in a peaceful resolution
Benchmark 8.6.4:      The student understands the importance of effective leadership in a 

                    democratic society
Indicators:
8.6.4.1  Analyze the leadership qualities of elected and appointed leaders of the United States 
 such Abraham Lincoln, John Marshall, and George Washington
8.6.4.2  Describe the contributions of significant political, social, and military leaders of the 
 United States such as Federick Douglass, John Paul Jones, James Monroe, and  
Martin Luther King, Jr.

8.6.4.3  Recognize leaders must be faithful in carrying out responsibilities and keeping   
promises and should be chosen on the basis of qualifications. (Ezekiel 33:1-6; 

 Romans 12:8; Hebrews 13:17; Genesis 41:33; Exodus 18:21, 22; Acts 6:3)
Social Studies

GRADE 8

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 8.7.1:    The student understands the impact of science and technology on the  


     economic development of the United States
Indicators:
8.7.1.1  Explain the effects of technological and scientific innovations such as the steamboat,  
the cotton gin, and the Bessemer steel process
8.7.1.2  Analyze the impact of transportation systems on the growth, development, and  
urbanization of the United States

8.7.1.3  Analyze how technological innovations changed the way goods

8.7.1.4  Explain how technological innovations led to rapid industrialization
Benchmark 8.7.2:    The student understands the impact of scientific discoveries and  



     technological innovations on daily life in the United States
Indicators:
8.7.2.1  Compare the effects of scientific discoveries and technological innovations that have  
influenced daily life in different periods of U.S. history
8.7.2.2  Describe how scientific ideas influenced technological developments during different 
 periods in U.S. history
8.7.2.3 Identify examples of how industrialization changed life in the United States

8.7.2.4  Recognize natural resources and the scientific use of these to benefit mankind  
belong to God and thus are to be used responsibly with wisdom. (I Chronicles 29:14,  
16; Haggai 2:8; Psalms 89:11)

Benchmark 8.7.3:    The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information  

       acquired from variety of sources including electronic technology
Indicator:  
8.7.3.1  Use sources such as computer software, media, news services, biographies, 

 interviews, and artifacts to acquire information about the United States
8.7.3.2 Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause and effect  
relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making  
generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions
8.7.3.3  Organize and interpret information from outlines, reports, visuals, charts, timelines,  
and maps

8.7.3.4  Support a point of view on a social studies issue or event
8.7.3.5  Use appropriate mathematical skills to interpret social studies information such as 
 maps and graphs
Benchmark 8.7.4:   The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms
Indicator:  
8.7.4.1    Use social studies terminology correctly
8.7.4.2  Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation
8.7.4.3  Transfer information from one medium to another, including written to visual and  
 statistical to written or visual, using computer software as appropriate
8.7.4.4  Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information
VI.   Biblical Integration:
Biblical integration is so extensive and pervasive throughout the curriculum that it has been included in the instructional objectives. Please refer to section V.  All instruction begins with the truth stated in Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God”. History begins with God and His redemptive plan for sinful man and will end with His glorious and victorious return for His people. God’s principles are timeless and relevant for today’s world. Instruction is directed at helping students learn and apply those principles established I God’s word as a matter of personal convictions and lifestyles so that they will impact the world in which they life for the cause of Christ. Some of the characteristics focused on are honesty, integrity, humility, faithfulness, loyalty, obedience to parents, submission to authority, moral purity, good name, generosity, thankfulness, unity, and hard working. Some of the scriptures used are:

II Corinthians 9:6-11

Ephesians 4:17-32

Ephesians 4:15

Philippians 1:27

Colossians 3:15-17

I Thessalonians 5:14

Romans 13:1-7

Romans 12:9-21

I Timothy 2”1-3

I Timothy 6:11

Proverbs 14:34

Proverbs 29:2-8

Proverbs 20:8

Proverbs 28:15

Proverbs 21:1

Proverbs 24:4-5

Exodus 20:1-17

Ephesians 6:1

Psalms 128:1

Psalms127:1

I Samuel 12:24

Joshua 24:14

Psalms 33:12

Revelation 22:12-17

VII. Instructional Methods:

Educational activities will include teacher-directed instruction, reading the assigned lesson orally in class as the other students read silently; answering lesson questions both orally and in written form; participating in class discussion; hands-on activities; peer tutoring. 
IV.
Evaluation Techniques:
The procedures used to measure the stated instructional objectives include observation, oral and written tests.

 V.
Resources:

America Land I Love (in Christian Perspective) A Beka Curriculum

America Land I love Geography Student Maps and Review Sheets (A Beka Curriculum)

America Land I Love Quizzes and Tests Booklets (A Beka Curriculum)

Sources of other information include the following books and magazines:

1. The Light and the Glory by Peter Marshall

2. 50 Ways to Stand Up for America by W.B. Freeman

3. George Washington The Christian by William J. Johnson

4. Albion’s Seed Four British Folkways in America by David Hackett Fisher

5. The City On A Hill by Michael Reagan

6. Our Sacred Honor by William J. Bennett

7. The First Time In History by

8. Visual History of the Twentieth Century by Sir Edward Heath

STANDARD 1


History


From a biblical perspective, the student uses materials drawn from the diversity of human experience to analyze and interpret significant events, patterns and themes in the history of the United States and the world.





STANDARD 2


People in Societies


The student will use knowledge of perspectives, practices and products of cultural, ethnic and social groups to analyze the impact of their commonality and diversity within local, national, regional and global settings.





STANDARD 3


Geography


The student will use knowledge of geographic locations, patterns and processes to show the interrelationship between the physical environment and human activity, and to explain the interactions that occur in an increasingly interdependent world.





STANDARD 4


Economics


The student will use economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, issues and systems in order to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers and citizens in an interdependent world





STANDARD 5


Government


The student will use knowledge of the purposes, structures and processes of political systems at the local, state, national and international levels to understand that people create systems of government as structures of power and authority to provide order, maintain stability and promote the general welfare.





STANDARD 6


Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities


The student will use knowledge of the God-given rights and responsibilities of citizenship in order to examine and evaluate civic ideals and to participate in community life and the American democratic system





STANDARD 7


Social Studies Skills and Methods


The students will collect, organize, evaluate and synthesize information from multiple sources to draw logical conclusions. Students communicate this information using appropriate social studies terminology in oral, written or multimedia form and apply what they have learned to societal issues in simulated or real-world settings.








