Speech Communication
One semester course – 1/2 Fine Arts Credit

I.  Introduction
Understanding and developing skills in oral communication are fundamental to all other learning and to all levels of human interaction. Students must understand concepts and processes involved in sending and receiving oral messages, evaluating, and using nonverbal communication, and listening for a variety of purposes. In Speech Communication, students develop communication competence in interpersonal, group, and public interaction to establish and maintain productive relationships and function effectively in social, academic, and citizenship roles. In order to have full participation in the democratic process, students must have a good understanding of public dialogue. Students must learn the concepts and skills related to preparing and presenting public messages and to analyzing and evaluating the messages of others. Within this process, students will gain skills in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and thinking.

II.  Educational Philosophy

Speech Communication provides a continuation in building a solid foundation based upon the Word of God through a distinctively Christian perspective.  The world was created simply by the “word” of God.  God has chosen to reveal Himself, Jesus, and His redemptive plan for man in the Bible, His “words” to us.  What God has said and what words we say are important.  Scripture states in Proverbs 18:21 that “The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.”  Matthew 12:36-37 states, “But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”  God cares about how we use our words.  Most importantly we are given the command in scripture to share the gospel with all people. Therefore, the foundational philosophy behind this course is to train students to communicate effectively so that they may be able to confidently share their faith with others in a variety of settings.  

III. Scope and Sequence

Introduction of Speech Communication


1 week



Types of Communication




3 weeks

Speech Construction




6 weeks

Informative Speech





3 weeks

Persuasive Speech





3 weeks

Speaking in Special Situations



2 weeks

Oral Interpretation





2 weeks
IV.  Time Frame: 5 – 45 minute periods per week – 18 weeks in duration
V. Instructional Standards

See standards for Language Arts
     VI.   Goals and Objectives


A. Communication process. The student demonstrates knowledge of communication as a process for exchanging messages and creating meaning. The student is expected to:

1. explain the importance of communication in daily interaction;

2. identify and analyze the related components of the communication process as a foundation for communication skills;

3. identify characteristics of oral language and analyze standards for using oral language appropriately;

4. identify types of nonverbal communication and analyze their effects;

5. identify the components of the listening process;

6. identify and analyze standards for making communication choices considering, appropriateness for self, listener, occasion, and task;

7. explain how perceptions of self and others influence communication;

8. explain how knowledge, attitudes, needs, and priorities influence communication;

9. recognize how culture influences communication; and

10. identify and analyze responsibilities of communicators.

B. Interpersonal. The student uses appropriate interpersonal communication  strategies. The student is expected to:

1. explain the importance of productive, interpersonal communication;

2. identify characteristics of effective interpersonal communication such as courtesy, tact, and assertiveness;

3. use language appropriately in a variety of interpersonal situations;

4. use appropriate nonverbal communication in interpersonal situations;

5. use critical, reflective, and empathic listening skills to enhance interpersonal relationships;

6. participate appropriately in conversations for a variety of purposes;

7. use effective strategies for making communication decisions, solving problems, and managing conflicts; and

8. analyze and evaluate the appropriateness of own communication and the communication of others in interpersonal situations.

C.  Group. The student uses appropriate communication in group situations. The student is expected to:

1. explain the importance of groups in a democratic society;

2. identify the purposes and functions of various types of informal and formal groups;

3. demonstrate understanding of basic theories and principles of effective group dynamics;

4. analyze roles assumed by group members and their influence on group effectiveness;

5. use appropriate verbal, nonverbal, and listening strategies to communicate effectively in groups;

6. use effective strategies for problem solving, conflict management, and consensus building in groups;

7. use parliamentary procedure effectively;

8. prepare, organize, and present group discussions for an audience;

9. make appropriate impromptu contributions and/or speeches in group decision making; and

10. evaluate group effectiveness.
D. Speech preparation. The student uses appropriate processes and skills for preparing speeches. The student is expected to:

1. analyze audience, purpose, and occasion;

2. apply appropriate criteria for choosing and limiting topics;

3. choose and limit purposes for speeches;

4. research topics for speeches using a variety of primary, secondary, and electronic sources;

5. organize speeches using the traditional elements of speech form, including an introduction, body, and conclusion;

6. use logical patterns of organization such as chronological, topical, and cause/effect to develop specific topics;

7. organize and develop outlines to reflect logical speech form;

8. use appropriate logical, ethical, and emotional proofs to support and clarify points;

9. choose appropriate devices for introductions and conclusions;

10. use appropriate rhetorical strategies such as clear transition statements, signposts, previews, and summaries for clarity;

11. make effective choices for using language in speeches such as informal usage for effect, standard English for clarity, and technical language for specificity;

12. write manuscripts for speeches to enhance oral style and facilitate memory; and

13. produce and use concise notes and/or visual aids appropriately.

E.  Speech form. The student analyzes speech form. The student is expected to:

explain the importance of public dialogue in a democratic society;

1. identify and analyze the functions of traditional elements of speech form, including introductions, bodies, and conclusions;

2. analyze the characteristics of speeches to inform, persuade, or inspire; and

3. analyze oral and written models of speeches as a basis for developing speech skills.

F. Speech presentation. The student uses appropriate strategies to rehearse and present. The student is expected to:

1. use appropriate techniques and strategies to overcome communication apprehension, build self-confidence, gain command of ideas and information, and revise speeches;

2. use language clearly and appropriately;

3. use nonverbal strategies appropriately;

4. use notes, manuscripts, rostrum, visual aids, or electronic devices appropriately; and

5. demonstrate a lively sense of interaction with audiences.

G. Speech evaluation. The student uses appropriate strategies to analyze and evaluate speeches. The student is expected to:

1. analyze and evaluate oral and written speech models;

2. use critical listening skills to evaluate speeches; and                                                     

3. provide oral or written critiques of his/her own and others' speeches.

H. Workplace Communication.  The student uses appropriate strategies and guidelines for communication in the workplace.  The student is expected to:

1. summarize the main elements to consider before and after an interview,

2. differentiate between correct and incorrect behavior in an interview,

3. demonstrate an understanding of correct interview behavior through a mock interview,

4. summarize the process of preparing, conducting, and following up a meeting,

5. compose and agenda,

6. compare preparation for a presentation with preparation for other types of speeches,

7. review guidelines for conflict resolution, and 

8. Demonstrate good conflict resolution in a conflict scenario.

I. Oral Interpretation.  The student uses appropriate strategies to analyze, evaluate, and perform oral interpretation.  The student is expected to:

1. understand the history of oral interpretation,

2. analyze fiction, nonfiction, and poetry pieces for speaker, theme, mood, setting, and audience,

3. make performance choices based on analysis of a literature piece,

4. perform a memorized oral interpretation piece,

5. workshop an oral interpretation piece and,

6. evaluate oral interpretation performances.
VII.  Biblical Integration
Biblical Integration Correlated With Instruction:

The Bible has much to say about how we are to speak.  Integration of God’s timeless principles will show its relevance for the world today.  Instruction is directed at helping students learn and apply those principles established in God’s Word as a matter of personal convictions that lead to a lifestyle the characteristics of which will be honesty, obedience, wisdom, understanding, discernment, patience, humility, compassion, forbearance, and diligence.  Some scriptures used to underscore these principles are:                                                                                                                                                           James 3:5-6




Proverbs 12:36-37

Proverbs 23:15-16



Proverbs 18:21

Psalm 19:14




Matthew 12:34

Proverbs 18:4



Proverbs 26:23

John 17:17




Hebrews 13:15-16

Philippians 4:8



James 4:6, 10

Proverbs 2:3-5



James 1:5

Ephesians 4:2



Proverbs 15:28

Titus 2:7-8




Colossians 4:6

VIII. Instructional Methods
The techniques used for instruction include lecture, group activities, discussion, and student presentations.
IX. Evaluation Techniques:

The procedures used to measure the stated instructional objectives include observation, written tests and quizzes, daily written assignments, teacher evaluations of presentations and student evaluations of presentations.
 X. Resources Used:

Sound Speech: Public Speaking and Communication Studies, Student Edition  (Bob Jones University Press)

Sound Speech: Public Speaking and Communication Studies, Teacher’s Edition  (Bob Jones University Press)

Communication: Foundations, Skills, and Applications (Harper Collins Publishers)
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