World Geography - 1 year course – One Social Studies credit
I.  Introduction
Throughout social studies in Kindergarten-Grade 9, students build foundation in history; geography; economics; government; citizenship; culture; science, technology, and society; and social studies skills. The content, as appropriate for the grade level or course, enables students to understand the importance of patriotism, function in a free enterprise society, and appreciate the basic democratic values of our state and nation.

In World Geography Studies, students examine people, places, and environments at local, regional, national, and international scales from the spatial and ecological perspectives of geography. Students describe the influence of geography on events of the past and present. A significant portion of the course centers around the physical processes that shape patterns in the physical environment; the characteristics of major land forms, climates, and ecosystems and their interrelationships; the political, economic, and social processes that shape cultural patterns of regions; types and patterns of settlements; the distribution and movement of world population; relationships among people, places, and environments; the concept of region. Students analyze how location affects economic activities in different economic systems throughout the world. Students identify the processes that influence political divisions of the planet and analyze how different points of view affect the development of public policies. Students compare how components of culture shape the characteristics of regions and analyze the impact of technology and human modifications on the physical environment. Students use problem-solving and decision-making skills to ask and answer geographic questions. 

II. Educational Philosophy 
World Geography provides a continuation in building a solid foundation based upon the Word of God through a distinctively Christian perspective.  The main theme of World Geography is “The earth is the LORD’S, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” (Psalms 24:1) The study of the earth is an adventure with an opportunity to learn about God’s magnificent creation. The fascinating variety found on planet Earth reflects the power and creativity of the One who made it all. God created the earth to be man’s habitation and dominion, and He filled it with all the provisions necessary for mankind to thrive. His brilliant design is seen in earth’s distance from the sun, its atmosphere, its land and water, its abundant plant and animal life, its mineral resources, and even its view of the stars which adorn the night sky. God’s wise provision has caused mankind to be able to multiply and fill the earth. The world’s population has grown from one man and one woman to more than 6 billion.  Mankind has mapped the whole surface of the globe with boundaries of nations. In World Geography, it is also important to understand current issues and events around the world. With the constant changes happening around the world politically, socially, economically, morally, and spiritually, it is important to know their locations and events taking place in order to understand their relevance to us and our responsibilities to them as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Christian views of creation come from the perspective of the Bible, the infallible Word of God. He recognizes that creation depends on an omnipotent, eternal Creator, and he bases his knowledge on the Bible: “thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heaven, with all their host, the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all there is therein, and thou preservest them all.” (Nehemiah 9:6) We understand that false philosophies such as Evolution are futile attempts by man to escape his responsibility to a holy and righteous God. Clearly man is not getting better, but as the Bible says “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) Because we share the earth with billions of other human beings, it is important to guide students to understand the nations, peoples, governments, major religions, and natural resources of other countries around the world. Our goal as Christians should be to use every opportunity to take the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all nations as commanded in Matthew 28:16-19. It is also imperative to show that lasting freedom and provisions are a direct result of God’s intervention. Thorough acquiring an adequate understanding of the earth’s resources and its peoples, we will become better equipped to be God’s instruments in accomplishing His goals in bring eternal peace and provision for mankind. 
III. Scope and Sequence

1.  Introduction to Geography and Asia
A. The Earth: God’s Gift to Man

1-2 weeks

B. Mankind: God’s Special Creation

1 week

C. The Geographer’s Craft


1 week

D. The Middle East



1 week

E. Central Asia




1 week

F. Southern Asia



1 week

G. The Far East




1 week

2. Europe and Asia

A.  Mediterranean Europe


1 week

B.  Central Europe



1 week

C.  The Low Countries



1 week

D.  The British Isles



1 week

E.   Scandinavia




1 week

F.   Eastern Europe



1 week
G.  Northern Africa



1 week

H.  Tropical Africa



1 week

I.    Southern Africa



1 week


3.  The Pacific and Northern America



A.  Australia




2 weeks



B. The Pacific



2 weeks



C.  Antarctica



1 week



D.  Canada




2 weeks



E. The United States


3 weeks



F.   Central America



2 weeks


4.  South America



A.  Northern Andean Countries

2 weeks



B.  Brazil and the Guiana’s


1 week



C.  Southern Countries


2 weeks

IV.   Time Frame: 5 – 45 minute periods per week – 36 weeks in duration
V. Instructional Standards
Social Studies

GRADE 9

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 9.1.1:    The student understands how geographic context (the geography of places in  

     the past) and processes of spatial exchange (diffusion) influenced events in 

     the past and helped to shape the present
Indicators:  

9.1.1.1  Analyze the effects of physical and human geographic patterns and processes on 

 events in the past and describe their effects on present conditions, including  
significant physical features and environmental conditions that influenced migration  
patterns in the past and shaped the distribution of culture groups today
9.1.1.2  trace the spatial diffusion of a phenomenon and describe its effects on regions of  
contact such as the spread of bubonic plague, the diffusion and exchange of foods  
between the New and Old Worlds, or the diffusion of America slang
9.1.1.3 Recognize that all nations are not only related but that God originated nations and 

 languages to keep man scattered. (Genesis 10:32; Acts 17:26; I Corinthians 15:39;  
Genesis 10; Genesis 11:1-9)

Benchmark 9.1.2:    The student understands how people, places, and environments have  


      changed over time and the effects of these changes on history
Indicator:
9.1.2.1   Describe the human and physical characteristics of the same place at different  
periods of history
9.1.2.2  Assess how people’s changing perceptions of geographic features have led to 

 changes in human societies
Benchmark 9.1.3:    The student understands how people, places, and environments have  


     changed over time and the effects of these changes on history
Indicators:
9.1.1.3   Describe the human and physical characteristics of the same place at different  
periods of history
9.1.1.4   Assess how people’s changing perceptions of geographic features have led to  
changes in human societies
Social Studies

GRADE 9

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 9.2.1:    The student understands how the components of culture affect the way  


     people live and shape the characteristics of regions 

Indicator:
9.2.1.1   Describe distinctive cultural patterns and landscapes associated with different places 
 in the United States, and other regions of the world, and how these patterns  
influenced the processes of innovation and diffusion
9.2.1.2  Give examples of ways various groups of people view cultures, places, and regions  
differently
9.2.1.3  Compare life in a variety of cities and nations in the world to evaluate the 

 relationships involved in political, economic, social, and environmental changes
Benchmark 9.2.2:    The student understands the distribution, patterns, and characteristics of  

     different cultures 

Indicator:  

9.2.2.1   Describe and compare patterns of culture such as language, religion, land use,  
systems of education, and customs that make specific regions of the world  
distinctive
9.2.2.2  Compare economic opportunities indifferent cultures for women and religious 

 minorities in selected regions of the world
9.2.2.3  Understand our unique heritage as a gift from God and to recognize that God is  
interested in all nations and in all persons from those nations. (Psalms 96:1-10; Mark  
16:15; I John 3:16 and 4:11)

Benchmark 9.2.3:    The student understands the ways in which cultures change and maintain  

     continuity 

Indicator:
9.2.3.1  Describe the impact of general processes such as migration, war, trade, independent  
inventions, and diffusion of ideas and motivations on cultural change


9.2.3.2 
Analyze cultural changes in specific regions;


9.2.3.3 
Analyze examples of cultures that maintain traditional ways
9.2.3.4  Evaluate case studies of the spread of cultural traits to find examples of cultural 

 convergence and divergence such as the spread of democratic ideas, U.S. –based  
fast-food franchises in Russia and Eastern Europe, or the English language as a  
major medium of international communication for scientists and business people
Social Studies

GRADE 9

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 9.3.1:    The student understands how physical processes shape patterns in the  


     physical environment (lithosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere, and  


     biosphere), including how Earth-Sun relationships affect physical processes  

     and patterns on Earth’s surface
Indicators:
9.3.1.1  Attribute occurrences of weather phenomena and climate to annual changes in Earth- 
Sun relationships
9.3.1.2   Describe physical environments of regions and the physical processes that affect  
these regions such as weather, tectonic forces, wave action, freezing and thawing,  
gravity, and soil-building processes
9.3.1.3   Recognize God controls His creation (called nature) and He is responsible for the  
contour of the earth. (Leviticus 26:4-6; Psalms 107:23-31; Nehemiah 9:6; Job 28:9- 
11; Isaiah 40:22)
Benchmark 9.3.2:    The student understands the patterns and characteristics of major  


     landforms, climates, and ecosystems of Earth and the interrelated processes  

     that produce them
Indicator:
9.3.2.1  Explain the distribution of different types of climate in terms of patterns of  
temperature, wind, and precipitation and the factors that influence climate regions  
such as elevation, latitude, location near warm and cold ocean currents, position on a 
continent, and mountain barriers
9.3.2.2  Relate the physical processes to the development of distinctive land forms; and  
explain the distribution of plants and animals in different regions of the world using  
the relationships among climate, vegetation, soil, and geology


9.3.2.3  Recognize all natural resources belong to God and we are stewards of the land and  
responsible to care for it. (Exodus 19:5; Leviticus 26:32-35; I Chronicles 29:14, 16;  
Psalms 89:11; Genesis 2:15; Psalms 8:6)
Benchmark 9.3.3:    The student understands how political, economic, and social processes shape  

     cultural patterns and characteristics in various places and regions
Indicator:
9.3.3.1  Analyze how the character of a place is related to its political, economic, social and  
cultural characteristics
9.3.3.2  Analyze political, economic, social, and demographic data to determine the level of  
development and standard of living in nations
Benchmark 9.3.4:   The student understands the types and patterns of settlement, the factors  


     that affect where people settle, and processes of settlement development over 

     time
Indicator:

9.3.4.1  Locate settlements and observe patterns in the size and distribution of cities using 

 maps, graphics, and other information
9.3.4.2  Explain the processes that have caused cities to grow such as location along  
transportation routes, availability of resources that have attracted settlers and  
economic activities, and continued access to other cities and resources
Benchmark 9.3.5:   The student understands the growth, distribution, movement, and 


     characteristics of world population
Indicators:

9.3.5.1  Construct and analyze population pyramids and use other data, graphics, and maps to  
describe the population characteristics of different societies and to predict future 

 growth trends
9.3.5.2  Explain the political, economic, social, and environmental factors that contribute to 
 human migration such as how national and international migrations are shaped by  
push-and-pull factors and how physical geography affects the routes, flows, and  
destinations of migration

9.3.5.3  Describe trends in past world population growth and distribution
9.3.5.4 Develop and defend hypotheses on likely population patterns for the future
9.3.5.5 Recognize God is concerned about all kinds of people, wherever they live and 

 whatever their status. (Acts 10:34, 35; Romans 10:12, 13; James 2:1-9)

Benchmark 9.3.6:    The student understands how people, places, and environments are 


      connected and interdependent
Indicators:

9.3.6.1  Explain the interrelationships among physical and human processes that shape the 

 geographic characteristics of places such as connections among economic 

 development, urbanization, population growth, and environmental change
9.3.6.2  Compare ways that humans depend on, adapt to, and modify the physical 
environment using local, state, national, and international human activities  
in a variety of cultural and technological contexts
9.3.6.3  Describe the impact of and analyze the reaction of the environment to abnormal and  
/or hazardous environmental conditions at different scales such as El Nino, floods,  
droughts, and hurricanes
9.3.6.4  Analyze statistical and other data to infer the effects of physical and human processes  
on patterns of settlement, population distribution, economic and political conditions,  
and resource distribution
Benchmark 9.3.7: The student understands the concept of region as an area of Earth’s surface 

  with unifying geographic characteristics
Indicators:

9.3.7.1  Identify physical or human factors that constitute a region such as soils, climate,  
vegetation, language, trade network, river systems, and religion

9.3.7.2  Identify the differences among formal, functional, and perceptual regions
Benchmark 9.3.8: The student understands the distribution and characteristics of economic 


      systems throughout the world

Indicators:


9.3.8.1  Describe the characteristics of traditional, command, and market economies

9.3.8.2  Explain how traditional, command, and market economies operate in specific 


 countries
9.3.8.3  Compare the ways people satisfy their basic needs through the production of goods 
 and services such as subsistence agriculture versus market-oriented agriculture or  
cottage industries versus commercial industries
9.3.8.4 Recognize that work is part of God’s plan for man and honest work results in 
  
personal satisfaction and diligence receives a reward from God. (Genesis 1:26, 28;  
Genesis 3:19; Proverbs 14:23; Psalms 128:2; Proverbs 2:11; Proverbs 10: 4, 5; 
  
Ecclesiastes 9:10; Romans 12:11)

Benchmark 9.3.9: The student understands the reasons for location of economic activities  


     (primary, secondary, tertiary, and quaternary) in different economic  


     systems

Indicators:


9.3.9.1  Map the locations of different types of economic activities

9.3.9.2  Identify factors affecting the location of different types of economic activities
9.3.9.3  Describe how changes in technology, transportation, and communication affect the  
location and patterns of economic activities

Benchmark 9.3.10: The student understands the economic importance of, and issues related to, 

        the location and management of key natural resources

Indicators:

9.3.10.1  Compare global trade patterns at different periods of time and develop hypotheses 
   to explain changes that have occurred in world trade and the implications of these 
   changes
9.3.10.2  Analyze how the creation and distribution of resources affect the location and  
  
   patterns of movement of products, capital, and people
9.3.10.3  Evaluate the geographic and economic impact of policies related to the use of  
  
   resources such as regulations for water use or policies related to the development 
   of scarce natural resources
9.3.10.4 Recognize that business must be conducted honestly and with proper safeguards.  
 (Leviticus 19:35-37; Ezekiel 18:5-9; Amos 8:4-7; Genesis 23:10-20; Acts 15:19-31)

Benchmark 9.3.11:   The student understands the characteristics of a variety of political units.
Indicators:

9.3.11.1  Analyze current events to infer the physical and human processes that influence 

   political divisions, relationships, and policies.
9.3.11.2  Explain how forces of conflict and cooperation influence the allocation of control 
  of Earth’s surface such as the formation of congressional voting districts or free  
  trade zones
9.3.11.3  Explain the geographic factors that influence a nation’s power to control territory  
  and shape the foreign policies and international political relations of selected  

  nations such as Iraq, Israel, Japan, and the United Kingdom
Social Studies

GRADE 9

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 9.4.1:    The student understands the impact of technology and human modifications 

     on the physical environment
Indicators:
9.4.1.1   Evaluate the significance of major technological innovations, including fire, steam  
power, diesel machinery, and electricity that have been used to modify the physical 
 environment
9.4.1.2  Analyze ways technological innovations have allowed humans to adapt to places  
shaped by physical processes such as floods, earthquakes, and hurricanes
Social Studies

GRADE 9

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 9.5.1:    
Indicator:
Benchmark 9.5.2:    Indicators:

9.5.2.1   


9.5.2.2    
Social Studies

GRADE 9

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 9.6.1:    The student understands how different points of view influence the  


       development of public policies and decision-making processes on local, state,  

       national, and international levels
Indicators:
9.6.1.1  Identify and give examples of different points of view that influence the development  
of public policies and decision-making processes on local, state, national, and  
international levels
9.6.1.2   Recognize that not all believers and individuals have the same understanding on  
every point; each is to live as unto God and respect others. (I Corinthians 4:7; I  
Corinthians 8:4-13; Galatians 5:13-15; Colossians 1:1)
9.6.1.3  Explain how citizenship practices, public policies, and decision making may be  
influenced by cultural beliefs
9.6.1.4 Compare different points of view on geographic issues

9.6.1.5  Recognize that governments and government officials are to be respected for the  
position and obeyed as well as prayed for. (Romans 13:1-7; Titus 3:1, 2; I Peter  
2:12-20; Jeremiah 29:7; I Timothy 2:1-3)

Social Studies

GRADE 9

To meet this standard, the student will:

Benchmark 9.7.1:    The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms
Indicators:
9.7.1.1  Design and draw appropriate maps and other graphics such as sketch maps, diagrams,  
tables, and graphs to present geographic information including geographic features,  
geographic distributions, and geographic relationships
9.7.1.2   Apply appropriate vocabulary, geographic models, generalizations, theories, and 

 skills to present geographic information
9.7.1.3   Use geographic terminology correctly
9.7.1.4  Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation
Benchmark 9.7.2:    The student used problem-solving and decision-making skills, working  


    independently and with others, in a variety of settings
Indicator:
9.7.2.1  Plan, organize, and complete a group research project that involves asking geographic 
 questions; acquiring, organizing, and analyzing geographic information; answering  
geographic questions; and communicating results
9.7.2.2  Use case studies and geographic information systems to identify contemporary  
geographic problems and issues and to apply geographic knowledge and skills to  
answer real-world questions
9.7.2.3  Use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and  
consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a 
 solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution
9.7.2.4   Use a decision-making proves to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather  
information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a  
decision
Benchmark 9.7.3:  The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information  

       acquired from a variety of sources including electronic technology
Indicators:

9.7.3.1  Use historical, geographical, and statistical information from a variety of sources of  
 geographic information such as primary and secondary sources, aerial photographs,  
and maps
9.7.3.2  Use a series of maps, including a computer-based geographic information system, to 
 obtain and analyze data needed to solve geographic and locational problems
VI. Biblical Integration Correlated With Instruction:


Biblical integration is so extensive and pervasive throughout the curriculum that it has been included in the objectives. Please refer to section V.  
All instruction begins with the truth stated in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  The truth of man’s sinful nature shows man’s desperate need for God’s intervention on behalf of the earth and its inhabitants.  God’s redemptive plan for sinful man must be fulfilled and will end with His glorious return for His children.In addition, we know that this earth was not created to last forever but that there will be the making of a “new heaven and a new earth.”  Integration of God’s timeless principles will show its reliance for the world today.  Instruction  is directed at helping students learn and apply those principles established in God’s Word as a matter of personal convictions that lead to a lifestyle the characteristics of which will be honesty, integrity, faithfulness, loyalty, obedience, good citizenship, responsible stewardship of earth’s resources, moral purity, generosity, thankfulness and diligence in their labors on earth.  Some scriptures used to underscore these principles are:

2 Corinthians 9:6-11

Ephesians 4:15, 17 – 32; 6:1

Daniel 2:20 - 22

Philippians 1:27



John 1:29; 8:12 – 9:5

Colossians 3:15 – 17


Isaiah 65:17

1 Thessalonians 5:14


Malachi 2:10

Romans 12: 9 – 21; 13:1-7


Amos 4:13

1 Timothy 2:1-3; 6:11

Proverbs 14:34; 20:1-17; 21:1; 24:4-5; 28:15; 29:2-8

Exodus 20:1-17

Psalm 33:7,12; 46:9; 50:12; 72:3-8; 127:1; 128:1

1 Samuel 12:24

Joshua 24:14

Genesis 1 – 4:24

Revelation 22:12 – 17

Job 5:10 
VII. Instructional Methods:

The techniques used for instruction includes lecture, hands-on activities, peer tutoring, discussion, artwork, visuals, drill and practice, map making, and graph decoding.

VIII. Evaluation Techniques:


The procedures used to measure the stated instructional objectives include observation, oral and written tests, and daily written assignments.

IX. Resources Used:

World Geography in Christian Perspective with Political and Cultural Profiles; A BEKA Books

World Geography Student Maps and Review Sheets; A BEKA Books


World Geography Quizzes and Tests Booklets; A BEKA Books

STANDARD 1


History


From a biblical perspective, the student uses materials drawn from the diversity of human experience to analyze and interpret significant events, patterns and themes in the history of the United States and the world.





STANDARD 2


People in Societies


The student will use knowledge of perspectives, practices and products of cultural, ethnic and social groups to analyze the impact of their commonality and diversity within local, national, regional and global settings.





STANDARD 3


Geography


The student will use knowledge of geographic locations, patterns and processes to show the interrelationship between the physical environment and human activity, and to explain the interactions that occur in an increasingly interdependent world.





STANDARD 4


Economics


The student will use economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, issues and systems in order to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers and citizens in an interdependent world





STANDARD 5


Government


The student will use knowledge of the purposes, structures and processes of political systems at the local, state, national and international levels to understand that people create systems of government as structures of power and authority to provide order, maintain stability and promote the general welfare.





STANDARD 6


Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities


The student will use knowledge of the God-given rights and responsibilities of citizenship in order to examine and evaluate civic ideals and to participate in community life and the American democratic system





STANDARD 7


Social Studies Skills and Methods


The students will collect, organize, evaluate and synthesize information from multiple sources to draw logical conclusions. Students communicate this information using appropriate social studies terminology in oral, written or multimedia form and apply what they have learned to societal issues in simulated or real-world settings.








