Art Appreciation – One Semester Course – .5 Fine Arts Credit

I. Introduction 

The course Art Appreciation provides students a survey of Western art history beginning with Early Christian art and ending with art in a postmodern world.  Emphasis is placed on recognizing shifts in style and ideology throughout the time periods.  As well, students are taught the basic art elements and principles of design in order to effectively evaluate and analyze art work from all periods.
II. Educational Philosophy 

This course is designed to complement the students’ worldview studies that are a part of their Bible curriculum.  The most important element of this course is to teach students to think and analyze critically based on traditional art standards and a biblical worldview.  This course allows students to recognize not only artists, art styles, and art periods, but also shifts in worldviews as reflected and propagated in works of art.
III. Scope and Sequence

Unit One:   Elements of Art and Principles of


       Design





3 weeks

Unit Two:   Gallery I artwork and artists


6 weeks 

                 
Unit Three: Art Time Line and Gallery II


6 weeks



Unit Four:   Artist Research and Presentation

3 weeks

IV.     Time Frame: 5 days a week – 45 minute periods

V. Instructional Standards  
Currently under construction.  TEKS for Art History are listed below.

3)  Historical/cultural heritage. The student demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture as records of human achievement. The student is expected to:

(A)  compare and contrast historical and contemporary styles, identifying general themes and trends;

(B)  describe general characteristics in artworks from a variety of cultures; and

(C)  compare and contrast career and avocational opportunities in art.
VI. Biblical Integration Correlated With Instruction
God, as creator and the greatest artist of all, has given us a world rich in artistic style and design.  As such, every work of art is viewed and evaluated through the lens of a biblical worldview.
1. God is viewed in light of His creation and artistry (Gen. 1).
2. Biblically themed artwork is evaluated for scriptural accuracy.
3. Religious symbolism in artwork is evaluated for scriptural accuracy.

4. In light of a biblical worldview art and anti-art are defined.
VII.  Instructional Methods

The techniques used for instruction include lecture, hands-on activities, group activity, discussion, power point presentations, and research.

VIII. Evaluation Techniques

The procedures used to measure the stated instructional objectives include observation, written tests and quizzes, daily written assignments including analytical essays.
    IX.   Resources Used

Quine, David.  Adventures in Art: Building a Biblical World View Series.  Dallas: 

The Cornerstone Curriculum Project, 1994. Print.



Quine, David.  Adventures in Art: Understanding the Flow of Thought as Seen 

Through Art. Galleries I and II. Dallas: The cornerstone Curriculum 

Project, 1994. Print.



Art History Interactive.  Prentice-Hall, Inc., 2004.

